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Mr. President, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

It is a pleasure and an honor, for me, to close the works of this important 

event, and I would like to thank the organizers for the kind invitation. 

This conference represented an excellent opportunity to raise awareness 

on practical measures on how to work, all together, to improve the 

conditions of the political, economic and social life for the 

Mediterranean region. I would also like to thank the Republic of Turkey, 

for the leading role played on the international scenario in the promotion 

of regional and international cooperation and integration. 

  

Today, we all had the opportunity to listen to distinguished speakers 

who provided us with extremely useful input on the current political and 

economic situation of the Mediterranean region. 
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Allow me to take this opportunity to thank all of you for participating at 

this event. I will brief the Bureau and the economic committee of our 

Assembly on the very useful information and contribution you provided 

us with, and I will ensure an appropriate follow up on this from our side. 

PAM is fully aware that the current situation is extremely delicate and 

sensitive. PAM is committed to contribute to the efforts of the 

international community, and I sincerely believe that cooperation is the 

key to achieve concrete results, for the good and the benefit of all the 

Mediterranean people.  

  

As you may recall, our Assembly is an interstate regional organization. 

It was born in 2005 in Amman, as the dedicated instrument of 

parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean region. PAM is the result 

of maturation of a regional political process, initiated within the Inter-

Parliamentary Union in the 80s, and known as the “Conference on 

Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM)”. PAM’s 

growing status on the regional and international scene has led the United 

Nations to grant our Assembly with the “Permanent Observer” status at 

the United Nations General Assembly. We have 27 member states, all 

represented on an equal base, all Mediterranean. Some of our countries 

are members of the EU, but we have no formal links to the EU and its 

policies towards non EU countries, and therefore we do not take any 

instruction from Brussels. Our budget is paid directly by our member 



 

3 

 

states. We enjoy excellent relations with the European Parliament and its 

President. We cooperate with the European Commission on several 

subjects. 

  

PAM is today the “Centre of excellence” of parliamentary cooperation 

and operational diplomacy in the Mediterranean. For example, Israeli 

and Palestinian MPs regularly meet and discuss in our forum, and just 

one month ago, a delegation of MPs from Cyprus travelled for the first 

time to Ankara and addressed our delegates at the Great National 

Assembly of Turkey, on the occasion of the meeting of the PAM 

Standing Committees. At the request of the UN, we are organising a 

Conference on the constitutional reform process in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina with the Federal Parliament Assembly. These are concrete 

results of PAM’s soft diplomacy work. 

  

PAM represents the national parliaments of the Mediterranean region, 

including all the Balkans, from Portugal to Morocco, via Jerusalem, and 

coordinates the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 group, the West 

Mediterranean dialogue. 

  

With reference to the themes of today meeting, our Assembly is fully 

committed in promoting cooperation to guarantee a prosperous political 

and economic future to the Mediterranean region. 
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The year 2011 witnessed some of the greatest social and political 

transformations in the Middle East and North Africa in recent history. 

Beginning with Tunisia’s protests and ousting of Ben Ali in early 

January, the momentum then spread throughout the region, 

encompassing Egypt, Yemen, Libya and now Syria. 

 

The root causes of the uprisings can be identified in a combination of 

factors, but they can mainly be attributed to the mal function of the 

political systems and deteriorating socio-economic conditions 

experienced by people in part of the region in the last few years. These 

factors were indeed a clear signal about the need of change.  

 

PAM closely monitored and accompanied the democratic transition 

process in the Arab spring countries as illustrated by its direct action in 

Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, through its readiness to support constitutional 

and legislative reforms and fair elections, and to economic recovery and 

sustainable growth. PAM has played an instrumental role, at the regional 

and international level, in particular in assisting those member states 

which went through such dramatic changes, and the process aimed at 

strengthening their democratic institutions.  

 

PAM’s role was particularly crucial in assisting and facilitating political 

and humanitarian missions of UN Special Envoys to Libya and Syria. 
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With reference to Syria, I am in regular contact with Kofi Annan, the 

Joint Special Envoy of the UN-LAS on the Syrian crisis, the President of 

the Parliament of Lebanon and that of Syria, as well as the Ministry for 

Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation, to facilitate dialogue, as 

requested to me by the Secretary General of the United Nations, H.E. 

Ban Ki-moon.  I will be in Damascus soon to meet the Speaker of the 

newly elected parliament. 

 

In a letter addressed to PAM President, the Prime Minister of Jordan, 

two weeks ago, following to a bilateral meeting at the end of January, 

the Secretary General of the United Nations highly values PAM 

readiness to put at UN disposal its delicate parliamentary network and 

instruments to support all efforts of the United Nations in establishing 

peace and security in the region. Mr. Ban Ki-moon requests PAM to 

continue to coordinate closely with the United Nations Secretariat in 

order to find the synergies and further areas of cooperation. 

 

Extraordinary events in the MENA region did not distract PAM from 

mobilizing its instruments to facilitate the Middle East Peace Process. 

PAM is the only forum in which the Vice Presidents of the Knesset and 

the Palestinian National Council, who are both also PAM Vice 

Presidents as members of our Bureau, meet regularly to facilitate the 

negotiations. PAM works closely with UN Secretariat to assist UN 

Special Coordinator, Ambassador Robert Serry, who participated in our 
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Bureau meeting in Amman last January, together with the Jordanian 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, H.E. Nasser Judeh. It is through PAM that, 

on that occasion, the PNC agreed to a request by Israel to postpone some 

deadlines in the proximity talks, and both the UN SG and PAM are very 

proud of this small but significant contribution. 

 

PAM is ready for more collaboration with all international key players to 

foster operational solutions to meet the aspirations expressed by the 

peoples following the Arab spring. Now as the region strives to get back 

on its feet and re-establish stability, the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean takes upon itself the challenge to assist the region as 

required. 

  

The economic scenario is alarming: very high youth unemployment rates 

(50% in Spain, 34% in Italy, in the North, 20% overall unemployment in 

Tunisia, and similar rates in the South, for example). European leaders 

are delivering confusing messages: on one hand, Chancellor Merkel tries 

to continue imposing her strict austerity measures; on the other, 

countries like France, Italy and Spain urgently need measures to support 

economic growth. In Europe, new obstacles to trade are emerging, and 

new limitations are reducing regular migration. The result of this neo 

“protectionism” is that a divided Europe is closing its door to the 

Mediterranean, with the result of aggravating the economic crisis we are 

all facing in the region. The media has a responsibility on this. 
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PAM MPs want to give their contribution in the much needed process of 

integration and cooperation, especially through its Panel on External 

Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, an ad-hoc instrument 

dedicated to the support the regional economy. 

  

The PAM Panel was launched in May 2010 in Lisbon. The main aim of 

the Panel is to gather, around the same table, parliamentarians and key 

economic actors, such as investment promotion agencies, international 

financial institutions, employers’ federations, Regulators, normative 

agencies, chambers of commerce and consumers’ associations, in order 

to stimulate, in the absence of an all inclusive Free Trade Area in the 

region,  joint actions and propose practical measures – including at 

legislative levels – to be undertaken to strengthen trade and secure a 

social dignity for all peoples of the region. I had recently a long 

discussion with EU Commissioner Fule on the projected Free Trade by 

2010, which remains a dream for the time being. 

 

The PAM Panel acts as a high level think tank, a comprehensive group 

with the purpose of addressing common challenges, identifying 

obstacles and proposing concrete law-making actions for the promotion 

and support of trade and investments in the Mediterranean region. 
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Priorities and strategies were identified and agreed upon during the 

Panel’s First Operational Meeting, in Naples, Italy, in November 2010. 

On that occasion, PAM cooperation with important international 

economic institutions, such as the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE), UNIDO, WTO and the World Bank, 

was initiated. In Geneva, Energy, or better the lack of access to adequate 

and reliable energy sources, was found to be the single most serious 

obstacle to economic initiatives in the Southern region and in the 

Balkans.  

  

The Second Meeting of the PAM Panel was held in May 2011 in 

Geneva, at the kind invitation of the United Nations Trade and 

Productive Capacity Cluster.  

The Geneva meeting provided participants with up-to-date information 

on trade facilitation, development of productive capacity, energy and 

water resources management. We had the opportunity to discuss current 

political developments in the region, their impact on the economic 

situation and the need to relaunch the economies of the Mediterranean. 

  

In Geneva all participants were requested to identify practical measures 

on a number of issues: firstly, a development-led growth, which focuses 

in particular, on the development of productive capacity and also to 

embed Foreign Direct Investments in the economy; then, it was 

recommended to consider regional integration as a support of national 
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initiatives, and not as a substitute of national strategies. Moreover, the 

key sectors of agriculture, fundamental to achieve sustained poverty 

reduction and food security, and the sector of tourism, which is essential 

to boost the economy especially for the countries which experienced the 

Arab Spring.  

 

Actions in these fundamental economic sectors must be accompanied by 

new education policies. Facilitate access to credit and investments, 

support SMEs, training qualified workers and facilitating transport, trade 

and communication will play a part in guaranteeing social peace and 

political stability. In connection with our recommendations on transport, 

I have noted with pleasure that the EU is moving forward on this issue. I 

am referring to the new project to improve goods circulation in the 

Mediterranean, promoted by the European Neighbourhood Policy and 

coordinated by the University of Genoa. This represents an excellent 

opportunity especially to reduce import-clearing processes. At the 

beginning, it will involve five Mediterranean ports, and I am confident 

that this project will be further developed in the future. The project will 

be announced in Aqaba on 5 June. 

  

After two operational meetings, we started to organize meetings of our 

sectoral groups. The Energy Group was the first one to meet, last 

November, through the organization of the Conference “Mediterranean 

Energy Highways: an urgent need”. On that occasion, Med-TSO, the 
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Association of the Transport System Operators of the Mediterranean 

region, was launched under PAM auspices, and we are proud of being 

witnesses of the establishment of this institution, with whom we are 

already closely cooperating.  

  

I think that for you today is important to know that the Finance and 

Investment Committee of PAM will meet in Lisbon, on 29 June, hosted 

by the Portuguese Parliament . PAM is organizing the event jointly with 

the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). After 

the Germans put their veto on the establishment of a Mediterranean 

Investment / Development Bank, this was the partner we choose to work 

with. We appreciate the role of FEMIP and we followed with interest the 

proposal of Minister Frattini on the establishment of a Mediterranean 

Partnership Fund. 

  

As parliamentarians, we take advantage of the expertise of the major 

institutions in this field. In this case it is the EBRD and the  

EIB, but I am also referring to other high level speakers of the 

Conference, to provide our MPs with policy recommendations on 

concrete actions to be undertaken by the national legislative assemblies. 

  

The Lisbon event, the first regional high level parliamentary debate on 

this issue, will be very targeted, aimed at achieving legislative support 

for sustainable economic growth in our region. After a political 



 

11 

 

overview of the current situation, participants will focus on the social 

and economic context. Then, the issue of regional economic cooperation 

will be tackled, highlighting the need of harmonization of legal and 

regulatory frameworks, especially for trade facilitation and long term 

investments. The last session of the event will be dedicated to Small and 

Medium sized Enterprises, which represent the main engine to boost 

employment, on both shores of our basin. I would like to take this 

opportunity to invite you all to Lisbon.  

  

The access to the credit is crucial to create the ideal conditions for SMEs 

to operate and to generate employment in the region. In the framework 

of the Deauville Partnership, PAM and the EBRD have signed a 

cooperation agreement. 2.5 billion EUR are being invested, under the 

auspices of our Assembly, in the MENA region to support 

infrastructures and trade facilitation programs (pilot countries are Egypt, 

Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia, as indicated by the Deauville Partnership). 

  

Economic growth is fundamental and critical for its numerous 

interconnections with other sensitive issues, such as regional stability 

and security. We must not forget that the social unrest which preceded, 

for example, the Tunisia Jasmine Revolution, found its roots in an 

aggregation of increasing economic problems, such as the increase in 

prices of primary alimentary goods, high unemployment rates and 

unequal distribution of wealth. For this reason, investments are crucial, 
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for their capacity of generate employment and increase the purchasing 

power of families and consumers. 

I have already mentioned our Standing Committees meeting of Ankara, 

one month ago. Well, on that occasion, the Minister of Finance of 

Turkey, H.E. Mehmet Simsek, addressed our delegates, indicating 

investments in infrastructures as one of the sectors in which Turkey 

invested more in the last decade, and we are all well aware of the 

excellent results achieved by Turkey in terms of growth, even in the last 

two years, the year of the global crisis that undermined the world 

economic and financial system. We look at Turkey as a “winning” 

model, and we follow with interest the developments of the Levant 

Agreement, or the recent bilateral agreement with Serbia. 

 

I wish to thank, once again, Dr Yalcintas for his participation at our 

Ankara meeting: your contribution has provided our delegates with great 

added value, and you played an important role in making a success out 

of the meeting. 

Investments in infrastructure are fundamental in the Mediterranean 

region, especially in the MENA region. Therefore, we should focus our 

efforts on creating the conditions to attract investments, especially 

foreign investments. A sine qua non conditio is political stability. The 

extraordinary events of the Arab Spring are positive in this sense, 

because the establishment of a democratic political system will increase 
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the capacity of a country to attract investments, not only from the private 

sector, but also from the public financing institutions. Large companies 

are however less willing to invest their money in a not stable country, 

and democratic transparent procedures are fundamental to encourage 

foreign investments. We are aware that, for instance, some major 

European industrial groups are closing their plants in Egypt. The same 

companies are ready and willing to invest in Turkey. 

  

The rationalization of the bureaucratic procedures to start new 

businesses, the fight to corruption and the support to education represent 

other key objectives to be achieved to realize the whole process that, I 

repeat, has in the Small and Medium Enterprises its strategic actors. 

  

We also have to distinguish which kind of financing measures are 

needed: very often, they include ad hoc one-time grants, but we should 

keep in mind that these measures do not alter the fundamentals of the 

economic system. It would be more appropriate supporting venture 

capital and micro-financing institutions, which could lead to a long-term 

change. Unfortunately, these measures, as of today, appear to be 

underdeveloped in the MENA region. The issue of “rating” and cost of 

money will also be tackled in Lisbon. 

  

Our Assembly is playing its role in this process, through our Panel on 

External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean. I wish to conclude 



 

14 

 

thanking, once again, ASCAME and its President, Dr.  Murat Yalcintas, 

for the kind invitation. I would also like to sincerely congratulate 

ASCAME for having reached its 30
th

 year of work, as well as the 

President designated, Mr. Mohamed Choucair, with the sincere wish to 

further improve the excellent relations between our two institutions. As 

Dr. Yalcintas already mentioned in Ankara, one month ago, PAM and 

ASCAME share the same objectives, and for this reason they must work 

together, for the good of our people. Our Sea must not be considered as 

a barrier, but, on the contrary, it must be a bridge, a preferential channel 

of cooperation amongst the countries of the region. 

  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


