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Opening ceremony 

H.E. Laurent Nouvion, Speaker of the National Council of Monaco, opened the Assembly 

and welcomed the participants on behalf of the Principality of Monaco. He pointed out that 

Monaco is a State with a history and a port, which are also the identity of its diversity. The 

special nature and diversity are the real wealth of the Mediterranean region, but are also at the 

heart of fears and discomfort affecting the region for many years. He welcomed the 

opportunity to discuss the success of PAM, despite the obstacles and the challenge ahead. It 

is important to underline the good results of the Assembly since experience has shown that 

such meetings can be fruitful, notwithstanding the specificities of each Member State. The 

challenge of cultural and religious understanding as recently shown in France, immigration 

and sustainable development are issues needing increased efforts. H.E. Nouvion expressed 

particular appreciation for the work of the PAM President and his courage to face these 

challenges. He wished for the Principality of Monaco to be remembered as the place where 

progress is being made. He paid his regards to Hon. Nathalie Amoratti-Blanc, Member of the 

National Council, for her work on the Report and Resolution on the Protection of Civilians. 

He also referred to the upcoming signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the European Investment Bank. He 

concluded his address by wishing for the Session to be a major success.  

 

PAM President, H.E. Senator Francesco Amoruso (Italy), thanked Monaco for hosting for 

the second time the Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the. He welcomed the 

President of the Syrian Parliament, and regretted the absence of the other members of the 

delegation due to the failure of the transit visa issuance by the Government of France. He also 

referred to the interest of other countries to join the PAM, such as the United Kingdom 

through Gibraltar, the Russian Federation, Moldova, and the Sovereign Order of Malta 

(SMOM). Having reached the end of his term as PAM President, Sen. Amoruso looked back 

at the many challenges facing the region and stressed the need for stronger cooperation 

amongst all actors in the region to address these challenges. He recalled that the PAM 

President in 2008 in Monaco, had referred to the need to solve the conflict between Israel and 

Palestine, but since more difficulties and new scenarios had spread throughout the region.  

He expressed concern about the political stalemate in Libya, where the struggle for freedom 

and rights has also become problematic. Also the exacerbation of the conflict in Gaza, and 

the situation in Syria with ISIS increasing its influence, are worrisome phenomena needing 

attention to avoid further disaster, as is the question of foreign fighters and their return to 

their home countries. PAM has received a UN Security Council request to organise together a 

series of meetings on the return of foreign terrorist fighters, the first of which will be held in 

Italy in February, with particular attention dedicated to the Maghreb region. Furthermore, 

Europe’s attention is imbalanced, favouring the Eastern neighbours rather than the South, 

while the global importance of events in the South is further enhanced by the success of the 

Islamic State (IS). It is imperative for Europe to devote more attention to the Mediterranean 

region. 
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PAM has become more relevant now than ever as it is a platform where those who can 

contribute towards peace can participate. In the last 12 months, PAM has delivered on its 

parliamentary diplomacy mandate, through missions and meetings with authorities, 

governments, parliamentarians, civil society, the UN and its humanitarian Agencies. 

Referring to the PAM Agenda for 2015, the President Amoruso mentioned as priorities the 

cooperation with the UN, parliamentary missions to crisis areas, and the invitation to Spain to 

join PAM.  

In December 2014, in Catania, Italy, PAM launched its Academic Platform to work on 

research and exchange of experience and knowledge, which are essential for the youth of the 

region.  

Although the two years of his Presidency had not been easy, Sen. Amoruso said they had 

been an enriching experience, Finally, the President congratulated the PAM Secretary 

General and the Secretariat for their excellent work despite the limitations, and thanked the 

the National Council for the exceptional hospitality.  

President Amoruso also referred to the PAM Evaluation exercise. He reminded that at its 

meeting held in Rome on 10 November 2014, the Bureau had concluded that a High Level 

Independent Panel, as done in the past by other international parliaments, should be 

established and take the lead in formulating the PAM strategy for the near future. It was 

recommended that a senior and experienced MP will chair the Panel, which will draw 

together a selected number of MPs, and consult with member Parliaments, as well as with 

other international parliaments and regional institutions, such as the UN system, European 

Institutions and the Arab League. The Panel’s independent recommendations will be 

presented to the future PAM President, who will submit them for consideration by the PAM 

X Plenary Session in Albania in early 2016. 

The message by H.H. Pope Francis, which was delivered by H.E. Archbishop Luigi 

Travaglino, Apostolic Nuncio to Monaco, expressed the gratitude of the Holy See for the 

kind invitation to participate as an Observer at the meeting, as it has done on previous 

occasions. The Holy See, for its part, welcomes the opportunity to give its support to the 

primary goal of this assembly of Parliamentary representatives from the Mediterranean 

region, namely, the promotion of political dialogue that is based on principles that are 

common to all traditions and cultures. The Mediterranean region in these past few years has 

faced many challenges, from within and from without. These challenges are not confined 

within any one national border, indeed they are both transnational and transregional in 

character. No country can remain unaffected by conditions in other countries and, similarly, 

the Mediterranean region, affected by crises within, is not immune to the effects of crises in 

neighbouring regions, such as Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East.  

This is a reality that all parliamentarians already know, however, it is important to restate it to 

remind ourselves of the important objective of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean and why it was instituted. Political instability in North Africa, particularly in 

Libya, and war and terrorism in Iraq and Syria, continue to present huge challenges to the 

Mediterranean region and we have all too sadly witnessed the immense cost of human 

suffering, particularly the countless lives lost through war and terrorism.  
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Since the beginning of his pontificate, Pope Francis called for "a united response to the 

question of migration" so that the Mediterranean might not "become a vast cemetery!" This 

united response necessarily involves the cooperation of countries from both sides of the 

Mediterranean to address the fundamental causes of migration and thus the Holy Father urged 

the adoption of "fair, courageous and realistic policies which can assist the countries of origin 

in their own social and political development and in their efforts to resolve internal conflicts 

— the principal cause of this phenomenon".  

The war and violence in Syria, a member country of the Assembly, which has also enveloped 

neighbouring countries, continue to scar the Mediterranean region, not least through the 

arrival of refugees who are fleeing those conflicts, but also in ways that touch on the values 

and principles on which the societies which share the Mediterranean region are founded. The 

Holy See is particularly concerned for the survival of the Christian minorities in the Middle 

East, because they and other religious groups suffer disproportionately the effects of Islamic 

extremism. As Pope Francis reminds us "a Middle East without Christians would be a marred 

and mutilated Middle East!". At the same time, however, the Holy See recognises that 

Muslims, too, continue to suffer at the hands of those who justify violence and butchery in 

the name of God. 

For millennia the Mediterranean has been the meeting place of cultures and people. The 

challenge remains for the Mediterranean to renew itself as a place of encounter, mutual 

respect and peaceful coexistence. Despite "the defects and deficiencies of the present time" a 

brighter future is always possible through openness to others, dialogue and working for the 

common good. H.E. Archbishop Luigi Travaglino conveyed the best wishes of His Holiness 

Pope Francis and his hope that the discussions and reflections of the Assembly may 

contribute to a new culture of encounter among all the peoples of the Mediterranean region. 

The message from the United Nations Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon, was read 

out by the PAM Secretary-General. H.E. Ban Ki-moon referred to the recent appalling attacks 

in Paris, and the presence of thousands of foreign terrorist fighters in Syria and in Iraq. These 

remind us that terrorism remains a constant threat in the Mediterranean region and beyond. 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has an essential role to play in the 

international response, including by harmonizing national legislation based upon the 

provisions of Security Council Resolution 2178. The response must also go beyond military 

action, and address the underlying social and economic factors that are exploited by terrorists. 

The Un Secretary general express his gratitude to the PAM's active support for peace efforts 

in the Middle East and for the UN’s vital humanitarian operations in Syria. 

Furthermore, the crisis in Libya poses a grave danger to the Mediterranean region and 

beyond, including through illegal weapons flows and increasing pockets of lawlessness and 

extremism. “We must all do our utmost to help the Libyan people safeguard their democratic 

transition”. 

 

H.E. Ban Ki-moon also expressed his wish to enlist your further support in the UN’s work 

against intolerance. “I am deeply troubled by the rise of extremist movements that single out 

migrants, refugees, minorities and other vulnerable and marginalized groups for 

discrimination and abuse. We need to find a way to live together, in peace, in harmony, in 

full respect of universal human rights and fundamental freedoms”, he said. 
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The year ahead offers major opportunities to advance sustainable development and tackle 

climate change, through the adoption of the post-2015 agenda in New York in September and 

a new climate agreement in Paris this December. Finally he encouraged PAM to help reach a 

common position among parliamentarians and thereby add vital momentum to efforts aimed 

at building a future of shared prosperity and dignity for all.  

 

H.S.H. Prince Albert II, Prince of Monaco, warmly welcomed for the second time the 

participants after the third PAM Plenary session, which was held in Monaco in 2008. PAM 

members are keen to bring about more favourable political, social, economic and cultural 

conditions for the Mediterranean region, while being faced with serious issues like security, 

terrorism, human rights violations, climate change, and the environment. To bring about trust 

among countries of the region an urgent dialogue is required in order to promote security and 

peace. Placing the human being at the core of the initiatives of each country in the region is a 

guarantee for success. With regard to the environment, Paris 2015 will be important, as is the 

multilateral discussion on the status of oceans and their biodiversity. H.S.H. welcomed the 

establishment of the UN Preparatory Committee to design the outline for a new treaty to 

preserve biodiversity in high seas in 2018 as part of a sustainable development objective 

targeting the oceans.  

More than ever before it is necessary to try to understand how to work for better conditions 

and find ways in preserving the environment for future generations. The Mediterranean is a 

unique mosaic of peoples, enriching each other through a multitude of different experiences. 

H.S.H. finally expressed his appreciation that PAM is engaged in the most noble cause, that 

of the wellbeing of mankind.  

 

Dr. Mohamed Cheikh Biadillah, Speaker of the House of Councillors, Morocco, after he 

expressed his appreciation to the PAM active role, said that it is not possible to move forward 

while the Mediterranean Sea is a cemetery. Today is a turning point with extensive 

trafficking and political turmoil, and climate challenges in the Southern part of the region. 

Morocco, with a desert environment, faces a tense situation with suffering of its population as 

in Syria and Iraq, in particular in the South, which must be solved. Important efforts include 

the new Constitution with national strategic plans to allow for sustainable development and 

coexistence among religions and populations through a partnership with the EU in the 

framework of the Neighbourhood Policy, and for democracy with several partners to 

strengthen democracy and development. His Majesty King Mohamed VI has adopted a series 

of democratic and political decisions to reduce violence. The Constitution of 2011 is now 

seen as a reference for equal human rights for women and men, concentrating on human 

rights as well for migrants living and working in the country. He referred to the Israeli – 

Palestinian conflict’s influence on peace and security in the region, in particular terrorist 

groups in the Arab world, which commit horrific crimes. The terrorism and foreign fighters 

phenomenon has become a real threat to the world, raising the question of how they are 

supported.  

Morocco joins the democratic world to fight ISIS and joins efforts to counter the terrorism 

phenomenon. Morocco has also tried to dismantle dormant cells in the country, which attract 

numerous fighters, thereby threatening stability in the area and the rest of the world. The 



6 
 

migration policy was adopted to preserve and protect the rights of all, including migrants. 

Furthermore, 8,000 asylum seekers have been regularised, giving them equal rights resulting 

from the new Constitution. Many migrants are subject to trafficking, a situation which needs 

to be reverted. Morocco has joined international conventions and treaties protecting human 

rights with membership in nine covenants and acceptance of principles, recognising the 

importance of such monitoring, and has ratified several international conventions. National 

mechanisms for the protection of human rights have been endorsed, particularly for Southern 

areas. The rights of foreign workers and their families and the elimination of discrimination 

have faced a quantum leap forward.  

The Speaker of the Syrian People’s Assembly, H.E. Mr. Mohamed Jihad Al-Laham, 

mentioned the flagrant foreign interference in the last four years in his country, and referred 

to the conclusion that terrorism is the biggest threat in the region as expressed in UN Security 

Council Resolutions 2170 and 2178. Syria had warned for a long time that terrorism would 

expand beyond the region, such as seen most recently in France, Belgium and Germany. He 

also referred to Turkey’s refusal to stop the flow of arms across its borders, and to the air 

raids in the South of Syria. Lately, diplomatic efforts are being undertaken aiming at ending 

the political crisis in Syria, which include the dialogue with the UN Special Envoy and the 

Russian Federation. Efforts based on sincere intentions will be welcomed, and the dialogue 

among factions continues. The denial of the transition visa by France for the participation of 

the Syrian delegation was a flagrant violation of international agreements, and creates a 

dangerous precedent. The Mediterranean area is the heart of the world and should be the 

centre of peace and security.  

The address of H.E. Mr. Sameh Shoukry, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt, was 

delivered on his behalf by H.E. Ambassador Ezz El-deen Fahmy, Assistant Minister for 

Parliamentary Affairs. The address referred to developments in Egypt in trying to establish 

democracy after the two recent revolutions, and the Parliament elections in March. The way 

to democracy is a long process, and Egypt has started an economic programme with the new 

Suez Canal project and will host a global conference in Sharm-el-Sheikh to attract foreign 

investments. The painful events in the Middle East show that everything possible must be 

done to promote tolerance and coexistence. Egypt is supporting the dialogue with the Coptic 

Orthodox Church to create a strong state, by guaranteeing all rights to the people and promote 

sustainable development. With reference to Libya, the message said that the rule of law and 

the will of the Libyan people must be respected by acknowledging the Libyan Parliament as 

the sole representative of its people. Egypt adopts a policy of non-interference, such as in the 

Syrian crisis. With regard to the Palestinian cause, Egypt has contributed to a ceasefire effort 

after the Israeli interference in Gaza, and wants to resume negotiations based on a new 

Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.  

Hon. Adulhadi Majli, Head of Delegation of Jordan, expressed his wishes for a fruitful 

session and referred to the need to evaluate the situation in the region, which is going through 

complex times for the world in general. The roots of the problem need to be addressed and 

the vicious cycle of violence must be put to an end. The region is going through a process of 

transformation, which has not yet reached stability. There is a need for a clear vision of the 

future on the basis of current events, and options for avoiding dangerous repercussions. The 

chaos in the Middle East and Northern Africa has reached unbearable levels and the number 

of victims is increasing. A solution should be based on political and socio-economic 
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measures. Economic problems feed extremism and denial will lead to more tragedies and 

ordeals, and open an all-out war. Encouraging and reinforcing democracy are needed to 

elaborate development plans for people. The region is not only to be seen as a provider of oil, 

and all countries must work together to face common challenges. Until now, Jordan has 

received 40% of the Syrian refugee population and the people are suffering greatly.  

H.E. Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), 

said he had just returned from a mission to Syria, and welcomed the longstanding excellent 

cooperation with PAM, based on the principle that peace and prosperity can only be reached 

through cooperation and dialogue. Parliamentary diplomacy in the region focuses on the most 

pressing issues, now being terrorism which has spread to all parts of the world. A robust 

global response is needed to eliminate this curse of terrorism and the IPU is deeply 

concerned. The world has failed to learn from mistakes of the past, as the time for non-action 

is over and terrorism has to be fought with all means, because arms will continue to be 

provided. A global conference of parliaments on terrorism is proposed, and in cooperation 

with PAM, will organise  a series of meetings for the Mediterranean region later this year, is 

welcomed. The outcome of the PAM session and the meeting in Italy could feed in to this 

global conference to help secure a global pact on this issue of common concern.   

The address of the Secretary General of the League of Arab States (LAS), H.E. Mr. Nabil el-

Araby, was read out by H.E. Ambassador Omnia Taha, Director of the European Department 

of LAS. He referred to cooperation with the European Parliament on security issues. The 

LAS has called for a global front to fight terrorism, and has pinpointed at the main cause of 

the Palestinian crisis to find a fair and peaceful sustainable solution, and to put an end to the 

Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories and to the expansion of new constructions, a 

situation that complicates the legal settlement of the conflict. The resolution of Jordan to end 

the Israeli occupation will be submitted again by the LAS, and the European embargo of 

Israeli institutions in the occupied Palestinian territories and the UN Security Council 

resolution were welcomed. The LAS has supported two meetings in Egypt and the Russian 

Federation to find a political solution to the Syrian crisis and stop the bloodshed. A glimmer 

of hope was seen in the developments in Tunisia and Egypt with the democratic elections of 

parliaments.  

Ms. Nihal Saad delivered the address of the UN High Representative for the Alliance of 

Civilizations, H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, expressing appreciation to PAM and 

the timeliness of agenda-items of the Session. Dialogue is needed to address the scourge of 

violence and promote peaceful solutions to prevent and combat crises. Certain ideological 

mindsets should not hamper the political will to fight Islamophobia, anti-Judaism and anti-

Christianity. Freedom of expression should be respected but the media should not endanger 

tolerance. On the other hand terrorism is on the rise and should be addressed together with 

sustainable development and democratic governance as well as cultural diversity and 

promotion of inter-cultural dialogue.  

H.E. Alberto Di Luca, Ambassador of the Sovereign Order of Malta (SMOM), expressed 

the need for further dialogue to address the challenges to peace and stability in the region. 

The number of refugees is increasing with 50 million fleeing violence, while Europe is facing 

an unprecedented economic crisis. The SMOM applies its founding principle of assisting the 

needy and poor throughout the world, providing medical and social aid to populations in 
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need. The SMOM focuses on activities in the Mediterranean region and its sacred places as a 

contribution to the inter-cultural dialogue. Ambassador Di Luca reaffirmed the SMOM’s 

commitment towards peace in the region through inter-state cooperation without overlooking 

humanitarian challenges. He thanked PAM for having accepted the SMOM request to join 

PAM as an Associate State. 

Mr. Loic Simonet, Senior Officer, Office of the Secretary-General, Organisation for Security 

and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), which participated to the PAM Plenary for the first time, 

mentioned the history of the creation of the OSCE in the Mediterranean region. The contact 

with the Mediterranean partners celebrated its 20
th

 anniversary, providing the opportunity for 

an exchange of views on cooperation. Counter terrorism, with special focus on kidnapping 

for ransom; the environment; and issues related to migration are the key topics on the OSCE 

agenda for the Mediterranean. However the crisis in Ukraine has diverted the attention of the 

OSCE from the Mediterranean region.  

Presentation of the work of the 1
st
 Standing Committee on Political and Security 

Related Cooperation, and Activities for 2015 

Senator Mohammad Halaiqah (Jordan), President of the 1
st
 PAM Standing Committee, 

presented the activities of the Committee, mentioning that the region in 2014 has been 

characterised by new crises as well as major expansion of existing ones. The Syrian conflict 

and the instability in Iraq have given rise to the Islamic State (IS) and their attacks in both 

countries. The Syrian war has cost close to 200,000 lives, caused over three million refugees, 

over 6.5 million Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), and there are close to nine million 

people at risk. The per capita income has been cut by more than 50%. The global export of 

terrorism of the IS has become the focus of parliaments all over the world. He summarised 

the many activities of PAM’s 1
st
 Standing Committee in pursuance of political and security 

stability throughout the year, in particular by confidence building initiatives. He referred to 

the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 dialogue of the Western Mediterranean region which 

was held in Portugal, and the participation of a PAM high level delegation in the discussion 

dedicated to economic issues. PAM remains committed to facilitate talks to promote a 

peaceful solution to the Israeli – Palestinian conflict, and will organise a mission as early as 

possible after the Israeli elections to be held in March. He reminded of the commitments by 

governments in assisting the Palestinians whose living conditions in Gaza are truly miserable, 

and the need for constant discussions on the problem of returning foreign fighters and 

terrorism. The UN/PAM meeting in Rome at the end of February will focus on the oversight 

of law enforcement and security services in the fight against terrorism. PAM will continue to 

support meetings on counter terrorism legislation, and also promote the protection of civilians 

and the delivery of humanitarian assistance. The Committee is preparing the parliamentary 

dimension event in connection with the 5+5 dialogue in Morocco, and further discussions on 

the progress in the Israeli peace process. He praised the project on preparedness and response 

in case of natural disasters which, under the auspices of PAM, is being carried out, by the 

United Nations together with the Civil Protection of Jordan, Israel and Palestine.  

Key note speakers  

Mr. Weixiong Chen, Deputy Executive Director, UN Counter-Terrorism Committee 

Executive Directorate (CTED), referred to a number of new terrorist events having occurred 

in recent times, including attacks on inhabited areas. In its Resolution 2178, the UN Security 
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Council focuses on the threat from foreign terrorist fighters as a global problem, and on 

countering violent extremism. He told the meeting that many States have gaps in their 

legislation, which is also the case with counter terrorism initiatives. The UN can work closer 

with the PAM in this regard, and CTED counts on the cooperation of PAM members to work 

towards regional security, stability and the promotion of peace.  

Ms. Charlotte L. Warakaulle, Chief of the Political Affairs and Partnerships Section, UN 

Office in Geneva, highlighted three key points, including the growing sense of insecurity and 

instability in the Mediterranean region, most recently its involvement in the negotiations on 

Libya. The conflict in Syria will require a political solution, including through the UN Envoy. 

The response to these crises needs to be broad and not only focused on security. Peace and 

security need to be understood and require a stronger focus on prevention rather than a 

reaction, inclusiveness in development and equal sharing of responsibilities in the promotion 

of solutions. PAM Parliamentarians have a role to play in reinforcing prevention, the rule of 

law, facilitating an inclusive dialogue, and helping both global and regional efforts. An even 

more active role of PAM in the Geneva discussions on human rights is welcomed. The 

experience of the UN family in Geneva should prove of great value for cooperation on human 

rights, and peace and security.  

Senator Luigi Compagna (Italy), Rapporteur on Counter Terrorism and Foreign Fighters, 

presented the report and made reference to the UN Security Council Resolution 2178, and the 

PAM Report and Resolution adopted in 2009 on the Definition of Terrorism, including the 

statement that the goal of terrorist action is to be spectacular, and provoke fear and 

intimidation. Unfortunately, the 2009 PAM Resolution did not look into the future, since 

every country has become a terrorist target. Several amendments received by national 

delegations have been included in the Report. The IS declaration of the establishment of an 

Islamic Caliphate is hateful and unfair, but the ideology of death has nothing to do with the 

splendour in Islamic centres in Syria. Terrorist propaganda includes foreign fighters returning 

to their home countries and trying to set up dormant cells. The terminology of Jihad is not 

anti-Islam but contains a threat to security by Jihadi groups putting in place Jihadi strategies. 

Of 15,000 foreign fighters, 3,000 come from Western countries, which requires more 

measures of cross border controls. PAM has been approached by the UN to assist in 

organising a parliamentary programme on Counter Terrorism Legislation, the first meeting of 

which will be held in Italy in late February and will focus on the Maghreb. PAM must 

participate and play a role in counter terrorism initiatives, and through parliaments harmonise 

legislations in the field of terrorism.  

Hon Dr. Justyne Caruana, PAM Rapporteur on the “Political Developments in North 

Africa and in the Middle East Region”, briefly summarised the key points of her report. 

These included on the one hand the progress on the road to democracy in several countries of 

the region, and on the other hand the increased instability in several Arab countries and the 

setback in the Israeli – Palestinian negotiations. The dangerous crossing of the Mediterranean 

by irregular migrants illustrates the degree of human suffering. Egypt has overwhelmingly 

adopted a new Constitution, while mass death sentences continued to be handed down. Libya 

faces a grave political crisis after the dissolving by the Supreme Court of the legislatively 

elected and internationally recognized COR Government in Tobruk, while PAM has 

maintained open channels of communication with all actors concerned. In Tunisia the 

exemplary process on the newly elected government and the adoption of a new Constitution 
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were welcomed, but at the same time Tunisia struggles with high rates of youth 

unemployment. In Syria PAM is involved in soft diplomacy, confidence building measures, 

and facilitation in the delivery of humanitarian assistance, but also in resource mobiIisation 

for the Syria Humanitarian Assistance and the Regional Response Plans. The initiative to 

create a mechanism for a PAM Rapid Crisis Response (RDT) is under preparation, with focus 

on facilitating humanitarian assistance, respect for human rights, and civilian protection.  

DEBATE 

The two reports were opened for debate, with Hon. Taysir Quba’a, Head of the Delegation 

of Palestine, focusing on the terrorism report. He proposed a military, cultural and religious 

plan to instil in young people repulsion to terrorism ideas. He stressed the need to look at the 

roots of terrorism, such as injustice, and also to look at violent organised state terrorism, in 

particular by Syrians killing 250,000 other Syrians, and the attacks on Gaza. In his view, the 

second report of the 1st Standing Committee reflects the dynamic and accurate efforts of the 

Assembly, but some reformulation of the report is requested on several issues.  

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Jihad Al-Laham, Speaker of the Syrian People’s Assembly, mentioned 

that he represented the Syrian State, and referred to the first report (on counter terrorism in 

the Middle East and North Africa) with regard to the flow of foreign fighters through the 

border and with support of Turkey. The report mentioned the need to support the opposition 

in Syria, which he wanted to see being redrafted.  

Israel was not able to accept amendments in the second report without having seen them. 

Reference was made to the Hamas missile launches and Israel’s restraint in response. The 

Committee President proposed to use the forum offered by the PAM Assembly to bridge the 

differences in the conflict and try to find a solution.  

PAM Honorary President, Mr. Mohamed Abu El Enein expressed anger as Parliamentarians 

are hiding a great number of true facts. Terrorism today is present at large and aiming at 

destroying countries. Egypt will ensure that the Sinai will not be a safe place for terrorism.  

Algeria called for the Western world to unite to address the threats of terrorist groups and 

mobilise against terrorism. Current regimes need to be helped to fight against terrorists, and 

attack the phenomena at its roots, and stop funding flows of terrorist organisations.  

The President of the 1
st
 Standing Committee summarised the debate by concluding that two 

key issues are at stake, i.e. the Palestinian – Israeli conflict, and terrorism that is now present 

worldwide. He reiterated the need to work together as parliamentarians to address the root 

causes of terrorism and justifications for foreign fighters in Syria.  

The First Report on Counter-terrorism has been adopted, while the Second one on the MENA 

Region is to be considered a work in progress document, and the developments in the region 

to be regularly followed up. 

He confirmed that the proposed amendments to the report will be taken into consideration in 

line with the general guidelines of the PAM as a democratic forum for negotiation and 

collaboration, and he closed the first day of the 9
th

 PAM Plenary Session. 
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9
th

 PLENARY SESSION PAM – DAY 2 

 

Presentation of the work of the Second Standing Committee on Economic, Social and 

Environmental Cooperation, and Activities for 2015 

Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco), President of the PAM Second Standing Committee, in his 

introductory words stressed the problem of youth unemployment and the impact of the drop 

in oil prices. The highlights of the Committee in 2014 include the Meeting on Waste 

Management in Caserta (30-31 May), which concluded, inter alia, that waste management 

needs to be tackled at the regional level, and that legislation is imperative as are bilateral and 

multilateral agreements to achieve a green economy.  

Referring to the activities of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, 

he mentioned that the Group on Investments and Finance focused on innovative financing 

systems and the role of international financial institutions in increasing productive capacities, 

while the Group on Production and Employment initiatives focused on improved vocational 

training for small and medium enterprises. Prior steps were needed to achieve political 

stability to promote the free flow of people and trade. PAM also contributed to many EU 

ministerial meetings, e.g. on the Environment and Climate Change, where initiatives included 

restraining gas emissions, and the need to follow discussions in Europe on environmental 

issues with direct impact on the Mediterranean region. PAM attended the Ministerial 

Conference on building an energy bridge across the Mediterranean, and pledged its support 

for three platforms launched on energy, namely electrical power, gas, and infrastructure. 

PAM was also involved in the efforts to promote the establishment of a Mediterranean 

Energy Community. Links were strengthened with UNIDO in the Middle Eastern and 

Northern Africa (MENA) region, including on reconstruction efforts in Gaza. Furthermore, 

PAM has consolidated its relations with MEDREG, and attended the UN Summit in New 

York on climate change in preparation of Paris 2015, where a legally binding agreement on 

climate change is to be reached. As done for COP15, PAM aims to bring again all regional 

parliamentary assemblies of the world together in order to present a common position at the 

meeting in Paris. Activities in line with the PAM initiatives will continue, including an event 

on energy, a meeting on tourism in the region, and a major event on food security in Siena in 

March. Sen. Lmarbouh reiterated the importance of the signing of the MOU with the 

European Investment Bank, as recognition of the role of PAM in supporting the economic 

growth in the region.  

Key note speakers:  

Mr. Christian Blondin, Director of the Cabinet of the Secretary-General and External 

Relations Department of the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), delivered a 

presentation on the urgency of acting on climate change. He focused on the global and 

regional aspects, and the role the WMO and parliamentarians can play. Temperatures in the 

Mediterranean region are above average with a steady increase since 1970 with variations 

between countries due to global CO2 emissions and differences between East and West of the 

region. Natural disasters in the world are most costly in economic and life terms. WMO and 

the UN have decided to create a network of weather forecasters to show the impact of climate 

change and its occurrence now and likely in the future. Two degrees Celsius increase has to 



12 
 

be kept as a cut-off for economies. WMO has created a worldwide framework for decision 

making with partners, including the European Centre for Medium range Weather Forecasting 

(ECMWF). Mr. Blondin summarised how PAM can help by reaching a common position, 

promoting renewable energy and climate neutral structures, with allocation of sufficient 

finances for data exchange and climate data policies.  

Ms. Naye A. Bathily, Head of Global Parliamentary Unit of the World Bank, shared several 

concerns regarding the current economic scenario in the world and the region in particular. 

She spelled out the relevance of parliamentarians and reasons for the World Bank’s 

interaction with them. The World Bank acts as a “knowledge bank” on development issues 

and programmes, and has trained over 10,000 parliamentarians in developing countries, 

including on their role in good governance, budget cycle, and poverty reduction strategies. 

Both a global reach and a local touch are needed, including through field visits, and the 

World Bank has proposed to work with PAM for visits in the MENA region. She pointed out 

that strong parliaments are needed to effectively represent the interests of the people. She 

referred to the tremendous growth in electoral political systems in the world, with new 

responsibilities for PAM in presenting development and Mediterranean issues. A boost in 

shared prosperity and an increase in social governance and economic growth are needed. 

While the region shows a modest growth of 1.2%, its high unemployment must be addressed 

to alleviate poverty. Despite the spill over effect of the Syrian crisis and security challenges 

as well as the volatile oil price, there is hope for sustainable growth in the region.   

Hon. Nevena Stojanovic (Serbia) presented the report on the “Activities of the PAM Panel 

on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean” in her role as PAM Rapporteur on Economy. 

The report covers the period from February to December 2014. The Panel’s Steering 

Committee meeting in Caserta in May focused on cooperation between institutions and 

operators, and on regional initiatives, agreements and actions, with regard to waste 

management and its use as a source for energy. She summarised the relevant conclusions of 

the subgroups and the urgent steps needed. The current economic scenario includes the 

problem of unemployment, political instability of some Member States, and rapid population 

growth in the Southern area. Negative growth in some countries shows a decrease in GDP in 

2014, while unemployment is still problematic in some countries, with averages of 14.2% for 

the South and 16% in the North with several peaks.  

Future activities for the Steering Committee include the tourism meeting in May in Malta, 

and a visit to EXPO 2015 in Milan, preceded by a meeting in Pavia on waste management.  

Hon. Michel Vauzelle (France) presented the Report and Resolution on “Climate Change: 

the road to Paris 2015”. “Climate Change needs our action here and now hand in hand with 

our governments.” Despite progress, the global strategy needs to be reinforced to have the 

curve change direction by making proactive decisions and implement them without delay. 

Legislators must be part of the process, particularly in the most fragile and vulnerable 

Mediterranean region. Floods, drought and forest fires, greenhouse gas effect and the need to 

remain below a 2ºC temperature increase are the key challenges. The Mediterranean 

parliamentarians have to prepare for the Paris Climate Change Conference, and ensure 

immediate implementation of its recommendations. The Fifth IPCC report on sea level 

increase, warming and acidification of the oceans due to CO 2 increases shows the need for 

adaptation policies and to avoid irreversible inertia on necessary steps as long as 

economically viable, such as elimination of fossil fuel use by the year 2100.  
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The main impacts for the region are on food security due to drought, while small low lying 

islands are in danger due to sea level rise, and may require population movements. Growth 

and economic development are affected by the physical consequences of climate change, 

made even worse by conflict and problems of supply. The Lima agreement adopted in 

December 2014 will not be sufficient to limit the greenhouse effect, and the Paris meeting 

will need to fill gaps in coverage, e.g. funding of rich countries for climatic damages to poor 

countries. MEDCOP 21, to be held with PAM in Marseille on 4-5 June, will address 

questions on climate change and sustainable development in the Mediterranean region to be 

presented in Paris. It is important to work together for the future and the next generation. The 

Rapporteur urged the acceptance of the relevant resolution proposed by the 2
nd

 Standing 

Committee.  

DEBATE 

In the debate that followed, the delegation of Jordan stressed the need for more support in the 

fight against corruption. The delegation of Syria referred to the economic situat ion and 

currency in the country before the Arab Spring, which were stable with a national growth of 

2%, while since 2010 the country faces setbacks with increased terrorism. In connection with 

waste management, the ambitious waste management project in Aleppo has been stopped. 

Syria proposed to add to the report on climate change that the world summit in Lima in 2014 

did not lead to implementation on the ground, and that commitment of major powers is 

needed. PAM members must play a role by good national legislations to deal with 

implications of climate change. The delegation of Cyprus stressed that the main goal of the 

country is to shape a new comprehensive energy model with secure energy supply, 

effectiveness, and reduction in the use of carbon emissions. Cyprus can become an energy 

hub in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

 The Algerian delegation added a few thoughts to the report as a major challenge in the area 

because of deregulation of the region. The delegation of Morocco underlined the need to 

dwell upon the concept of a green economy as a top priority and a discipline compassing 

everything. The delegation of Palestine called for lifting of the economic embargo on Gaza, 

and pledged continued support to climate change steps.  

The President of the 2
nd

 Committee replied to several points raised, including on the role of 

the World Bank, with which PAM wants to establish a structured cooperation. The discovery 

of offshore gas around Cyprus, Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt and Israel was warmly welcomed 

and can be further discussed in the Political Committee. It was agreed that the proposal on 

green economy could be added in the report as a topic for further debate. The issue of the 

economic embargo on Palestine was referred to the Human Rights Committee.  

The two resolutions were adopted without further remarks.  

 

Presentation of the work of the 3
rd

 Standing Committee on Dialogue among 

Civilisations and Human Rights, and Activities for 2015, by Hon. Maria Conceicao 

Pereira (Portugal), President of the PAM 3
rd

 Standing Committee 

In her introduction to the session, the President of the Third Standing Committee referred to 

the complexities and threats in the region due to terrorism and the frequent violation of 

human rights.  
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The criminal methods of human traffickers and the close to 3,800 lives lost in 2014 in efforts 

to cross the Mediterranean Sea are to be considered as a major tragedy. The issue of the 

Protection of Civilians (POC) represent a priority issue in the two reports of the 3
rd

 Standing 

Committee. In 2014, the Committee had been busy since February in events related to human 

trafficking and modern day slavery, the rights of women and children, human rights, cultural 

diplomacy and religion, and best practices in interfaith dialogue. The PAM meeting in 

Antalya on Human Rights and Dialogue focused on finding a new strategy and programme 

for its engagement in the region, in cooperation with organisations active in the area. The 

outcome was a proposal for a rapid deployment unit composed of PAM MPs to travel to 

critical hotspots, often on short notice. Also the role of remittances of the region’s diaspora 

was stressed at a meeting in Marseille. PAM also launched in December 2014 the Academic 

Platform during an event hosted by the University of Catania, Italy, to serve as a platform for 

the setting up of a network of networks, for collaboration between educational institutions, 

research centres and Parliaments. On that occasion PAM signed an agreement with the 

University of Catania to set up a model platform for new partnerships.  

For what concerns future activities, PAM will attend the preparatory consultative meeting on 

the Middle East in Jordan for the World Humanitarian Summit, and focus on protection of 

civilians in the region. The Third Standing Committee will continue its focus on the respect 

for human rights and strengthening of the rule of law.  

 

Key note speakers 

H.E. Mr. José Badia, Minister for Foreign Affairs (Monaco), stressed the intricate links 

between culture, history and the environment in the Mediterranean. The Region is the focus 

of turmoil, which is escalating to unacceptable levels, as shown in the Report of the 

Committee. He made reference to the problem of foreign fighters, the crisis in Syria, and the 

issue of attacks on humanitarian convoys. Remembering Auschwitz, it is imperative to make 

Protection of Civilians a reality, in particular for women in conflicts, and eliminate the use of 

sexual violence as a weapon of war. Multilateral cooperation agreements are needed to 

promote the implementation of relevant measures.  

Mr. Frej Fennich, Chief of the Section, Office for the UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva, focused on human rights in the MENA region, and stressed the 

vital role of parliamentarians in formulating legislation and laws allowing for investigations 

in case of human rights violations. In several countries in the region problems are caused by 

violations affecting women, children and ethnic minorities, whereas what were previously 

social problems have turned into religious problems, a situation which needs to be reverted 

without delay. Laws are also needed on Internet use, combating terrorism as a major violation 

of human rights, without limiting the right to freedom of expression. The fight against torture 

and arbitrary detention must continue, and for which appropriate legislation must be adopted. 

The spread of impunity leads to repercussions on society and the flight of illegal migrants and 

thousands of victims. OHCHR has issued a document with guidelines on the protection of the 

rights of migrants at border crossings. He expanded on the violations of human rights in 

several countries in the region, including the occupation of Palestine, and the Egyptian 

suppression of protests, and on the other side the positive experiences in Tunisia and 

Morocco. He pointed out that the International Court of Justice (ICJ) is not a replacement of 
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the national courts, and is complementary to the local justice systems when these are not 

capable to fulfil their national obligations. The Human Rights Council has special 

rapporteurs, issues recommendations and forms a mechanism for dialogue among States. 

Parliamentarians were recommended to encourage their governments to implement 

resolutions by the Universal Periodic Review. Islamophobia and xenophobia in Europe are 

issues of concern that PAM should address and he considered the proposed PAM Rapid 

Deployment Team as an excellent idea.  

Hon. Nathalie Amoratti-Blanc (Monaco) presented the Report and Resolution on 

“Protection of civilians in the Mediterranean: Refugees, Migrants and Displaced Persons”. 

The world has moved from traditional or conventional wars to extremely violent conflicts 

leading to movement and displacement of populations, often creating social tensions among 

local populations, who feel discriminated vis-à-vis refugees. Host States need to be supported 

to be able to receive new populations. Close to three million persons have become refugees 

due to the conflicts in Syria and Iraq, mostly hosted in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan, and 

mostly living under extremely precarious conditions. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

continue to grow in numbers, with 6.5 million displaced in Syria alone. The number of 

migrants to Europe increased in 2014 by 288% compared to 2012, and to Italy by 500%. 

Operation Triton by the European Agency Frontex is insufficiently equipped or financed to 

carry out its mission of border management. Journalists and humanitarian workers have 

increasingly become targets of killings and kidnapping, in particular in Afghanistan and 

Syria, with a reluctance to go to war areas as one of the results. PAM serves as a 

parliamentary platform for a regional dialogue between the EU, Syria and neighbouring 

countries as a follow-up on the resolution adopted by the IPU in 2013 on the role of 

parliaments in R2P through dialogue on reducing violence and the creation of Fast 

Deployment Teams to support humanitarian operations and promote respect for human rights.  

The Rapporteur proposed the adoption of the Report and Resolution, with one small addition 

proposed by Greece.  

Hon. Vural Kavuncu (Turkey) presented the Report and Resolution on ”The Role of PAM 

in Promoting Human Rights”, giving an overview of key activities and the state of human 

rights in the Mediterranean region. All forms of terrorism should be condemned, as is 

mentioned in the draft Report, which incorporated all amendments that had been proposed. 

Different Organisations have published Reports on human rights in the Mediterranean region, 

which has among the worst records in the world with a number of crises and critical 

violations of human rights. The unique capacity of PAM should be utilised as much as 

possible, as it includes confidence-building instruments to develop and ensure 

implementation of national legislation to prevent human trafficking and modern day slavery, 

and other serious human rights violations.  

DEBATE 

While the Report and Resolution on “Protection of civilians in the Mediterranean: Refugees, 

Migrants and Displaced Persons” was adopted unanimously, the one on Human Rights was 

the subject of a long discussion as it was perceived as representing the point of view of 

Turkey and not the Assembly as a whole.  
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The debate on Human Rights included comments from Palestine, rejecting the contents of the 

Report and requesting a complete redrafting of the Report as presented by Turkey. Cyprus 

questioned the fairness of the same Report in its coverage, which does not include the human 

rights violations in Turkey or its troops in Cyprus. Italy raised the issue of the recent attacks 

in France, which touched on the core of human rights and fundamental values of tolerance, 

and added that the IS is attacking religious freedom. Syria stressed that the Report by Turkey 

should include the human rights violations in and by Turkey which are documented in the 

various UN human rights Reports, and that the sections on the status of the rights of women 

in Post Arab Spring countries and in Syria should also be redrafted, while reference to other 

terrorist groups such as DAEGH should be included; Syria could not adopt the Report on 

Human Rights. Jordan agreed with Syria and Palestine, rejecting the draft Report on Human 

Rights , as the Rapporteur did not represent an impartial view. The Report should spell out 

clearly how external actors have created and are supporting some of the terrorist groups. 

PAM Honorary President Abu El Enein expressed a feeling of unfairness in the Report, 

which should mention Egypt’s new Constitution, the promotion of the rights of women, and 

the cancellation of the emergency law. The Syrian delegate agreed that human rights in his 

country are not exemplary, but added that most participants cannot state this on their 

countries either. Women’s rights are increasingly violated in times of crisis, for which 

organisations are created to address this problem. The Report is seen as a personal view of 

the Rapporteur and does not reflect the discussions and agreements in the Committee. 

Palestine stressed the need for a consensus Report. Algeria talked about the role of States in 

protecting human rights, and proposed to consider the Report as a whole because it contains a 

number of good points, although it is not objective enough. Bosnia & Herzegovina did not 

want to open a new discussion on the Report and proposed a presentation by countries of 

their own human rights situation in a next meeting.  

The Mediterranean Citizens’ Assembly (MCA) delegate to the Plenary Session requested for 

their key proposals to be considered by the PAM MPs.. The MCA is greatly concerned by the 

growing conflicts in the Mediterranean region, unsolved problems of sustainable 

development, unemployment, lack of equal rights, old and new conflicts, which pose a 

permanent threat to the peace and stability in the region. PAM is urged to continue its support 

to find a solution to the conflicts, and above all not to forget the hopes and dreams of the 

youth in all the Mediterranean countries. 

The President of the 3
rd

 Standing Committee summarised the discussion as interesting and 

fruitful, and proposed the adoption of the Report on Protection of Civilians, which was 

subsequently adopted. On the Report and Resolution on the Role of PAM in Promoting 

Human Rights, Hon. Pereira proposed and agreed with suggestions for a new Report and 

Resolution to be drafted and submitted next year.  

Election of the PAM President  

The session was chaired by the outgoing President, H.E. Sen. Francesco Amoruso, who 

invited the Presidents of the two geopolitical groups to present their recommendations for the 

new President (from the Southern Geopolitical Group as per PAM statutes) and the other 

members of the Bureau for the biennium 2015-2016.  

Hon. Vauzelle announced the Northern Group’s vote electing Hon. Meir Sheetrit (Israel), as 

PAM Vice President; Sen. Emma Fattorini (Italy), as PAM Vice President and President of 
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the PAM 2
nd

 Standing Committee; Hon. Maria Concei¢ao Pereira (Portugal), as PAM Vice 

President and President of the 3
rd

 Standing Committee; and also Hon. Michel Vauzelle 

(France), as PAM Vice President.  

The Southern Group recommended the Speaker of the Moroccan House of Councillors, Dr. 

Mohamad Cheikh Biadillah, to be elected as the next PAM President. The Group also 

elected Sen. Dr. Mohammad Halaiqah (Jordan) as PAM Vice President and President of the 

1
st
 PAM Standing Committee, and Sen. Mokhtar Si Youcef (Algeria) and Hon. Taysir Quba’a 

(Palestine) as PAM Vice Presidents. 

The Bureau also proposed H.E. Ambassador Sergio Piazzi to continue as the PAM Secretary-

Genera, as a result of the excellent work carried out.  

The Assembly unanimously endorsed the recommendations of the two groups and the 

election to PAM President, of Dr. Biadillah (Morocco).  

In his inaugural speech, the new President congratulated and welcomed the new Bureau 

members, and thanked the outgoing President and Bureau members for their excellent work 

in the past years. He thanked the Secretary-General for his relentless efforts to coordinate 

with international institutions the work carried out by PAM. The European, African and Euro 

Mediterranean region is now at a critical turning point with political problems and new 

challenges as expressed in the sessions, for which the cooperation of all concerned is 

necessary. He expressed his full awareness that the future will bring numerous challenges, 

both social and of freedom, for all citizens of the region and the world. He stressed the need 

to work on the achievement of peace in the Mediterranean region, for development and 

prosperity through a widespread economic cooperation throughout the Mediterranean region, 

and for the protection of rights of future generations, also by adopting environmental 

resolutions on their behalf. Challenges include achieving development, security, stability and 

trust among populations of the region. During his Presidency he will strive to promote the 

objectives and noble principles of PAM as envisioned in the Strategic Plan for 2013 – 17 and 

will continue to priorities dialogue, coexistence, tolerance, support to activities promoting 

peace, South-South cooperation, including the Sub-Saharan region, and the fight against 

organised crime. High on his agenda will focus on political issues, academic communication, 

and policies for environmental protection and development of renewable energy. He called 

on the Parliamentarians for support to contribute in meeting the challenges imposed on the 

region due to globalisation. He expressed the hope that all together will achieve the goals and 

objectives of the populations, who have placed their trust in their parliaments.  

On behalf of the Southern Geopolitical Group, Jordan congratulated the President of the 

PAM for his election. 

The PAM Secretary-General presented the 2014 Financial Report, the preliminary 2015 

Budget, and the 2015 Calendar of Activities. He introduced the Operational Report of the 

Assembly by stressing the function of the Secretariat to allow for all members to carry out 

their work. He thanked all for the confidence in and support to his colleagues. PAM Secretary 

General recalled that in Rome he had presented the Bureau with an overview of the 2014 

activities and the 2015 budget. The Bureau had proposed an increase in the PAM budget to 

allow for the secretariat to implement a number of additional requirements to meet the needs 

of its Members. The increase in the budget would only offer a partial answer to the 
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challenges to be met. He expressed pride that with the 2014 budget the work plan was fully 

carried out with additional activities at no extra cost, and despite the insufficient offers by 

member parliaments to host some of the Committee meetings. As a solution to allow for 

enough time to exchange views in the three Standing Committees, alternatives at no extra 

cost were found. He referred to the meetings in Antalya hosted by the National Assembly of 

Turkey, and Portugal, who hosted Parliamentary meeting on the occasion of the 5+5 

Dialogue. PAM contributed to some 50 events and conducted consultations at 20 events at no 

cost to PAM (Paris, New York and Geneva), through participation, and at the request of the 

Bureau. PAM Secretary General added that the Assembly needs to work further with national 

parliaments and their highest authorities to achieve more results, an approach which is 

already planned for 2015. PAM had mobilised funding for PAM activities for counter 

terrorism, particularly funding was received by the UN from the EU for cooperation with 

PAM in the Maghreb region. He set out plans for missions to the European Parliament in 

Brussels at their invitation, and increased coordination with Spain, for which French Senator, 

Francois Commeinhes, will be the PAM envoy.  

The Secretary General also referred to the comparison exercise of the PAM budget with the 

financial structure of the NATO-PA and concluded that PAM is a good investment from a 

financial point of view. 

The extension of the Headquarters agreement was signed in Malta. Staffing, operational and 

external activities are the main expenditures in the 2015 budget, which is an increase of only 

Euro 13,000 compared to 2013. Interns do a very good job at no cost and, in addition, PAM 

avails itself of the fundamental help of several senior advisors and Permanent Observers, who 

contribute to the work of PAM at no cost. The PAM website is being made even more user 

friendly, and the number of press releases and statements has increased as have the 

newsletters. Communication costs have been cut by 50% by use of Internet phone facilities.  

The Assembly adopted unanimously the Financial Report and the Calendar of Activities for 

2015. 

 

“2014 PAM Prize” laureates Award ceremony 

The first prize was awarded to H.R.H. Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan for his work on 

the establishment of the Royal Institute for Interfaith Studies (RIFFS) in Jordan. A statement 

on his behalf was read out, in which he called for action on five fronts, including a New 

International Humanitarian Order, broadening the scope of International Humanitarian Law 

to include ways to wage peace, development of faith based mechanisms such as zakat, youth 

employment options, and cohesion between the moral lobby of faith and human dignity.  

H.E. Jubran Taweel, Ambassador of Palestine to Malta, was honoured for his work on 

helping refugees arriving from Syria by boats to Malta. He called on all countries to end the 

tragedy of numerous asylum seekers and refugees, and of illegal migrants falling in the hands 

of human traffickers.  

A special prize was awarded for the first time to a person outside the immediate 

Mediterranean region, Dr. Abdul Salam Al Madani (UAE), for his work at DIHAD as its 

Executive Chairman, who at great political risk had worked to open the door to new 
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humanitarian cooperation. He thanked PAM on behalf of the UAE and looked forward to 

cooperation between DIHAD and PAM meetings. He also invited PAM to have a booth at the 

DIHAD conference and to acquire membership in the DIHAD International Scientific 

Advisory Board, DISAB.  

MEDREG, the first observer to PAM, is working on energy regulation of the Mediterranean 

region, and the award was received by MEDREG Vice President, Mr. Petrit Ahmeti. In 

accepting the award, he stressed that the collaboration among Mediterranean countries on a 

legal framework for integrated energy market is vital.  

The Borbonica Sotterranea Association’s President, Eng. Gianluca Minin, received a Prize 

in appreciation for his work on the rehabilitation of subterranean tunnels, the Bourbon 

Tunnels, in Naples at his its own expense and in his free time. PAM recognises the efforts of 

this voluntary organization, which is contributing to the appraisal and the conservation of the 

cultural heritage of the Mediterranean historical cities.  

Another Special Prize was awarded to Mr. Jean-Rene Palacio, Artistic Director of Monaco 

arts festivals organised by the Société des Bains de Mer of Monte Carlo with focus on inter-

cultural arts. Of particular interest was the EL GUSTO event, bringing together 42 musicians 

from Israel, Algeria, Morocco, France, and other Mediterranean countries.  

In his closing words of the Session, the Secretary General thanked the former President, the 

vice-presidents and all presidents and vice-presidents of the Standing Committees for their 

work, and in particular Monaco for its great hospitality.  

The new President expressed appreciation for the trust put in him, thanked the Monaco hosts, 

congratulated the presidents of the Standing Committees and the rapporteurs for their hard 

work, and to keep the PAM spirit. He insisted on the rights of women and children in crisis as 

a key point of attention. He stressed the need to create awareness of the next generation of the 

history of their region.  

In closing the Plenary Session, Sen. Amoruso confirmed that the forum has provided the 

opportunity to present the multifaceted nature of the Mediterranean region and to find the 

common denominator in the search for peace and development. PAM provides a major 

parliamentary diplomatic platform in the region to represent the peoples of the countries who 

want peace, security and development. Despite difficult times, sharing these moments 

together has been rewarding. Lastly, he thanked the delegation of Monaco, and looked 

forward to the next Plenary Session in Albania.   

 

 

 

 

 


