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 The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the Mediterranean 

PAM High-level delegation and Lakhdar Brahimi 

discuss crisis in Syria 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean met UN-League of Arab States Joint 

Special Representative Lakhdar Brahimi, as part of its mission to New York on 26 

September, on the occasion of the 67th United Nations General Assembly. 

 

The PAM delegation, led by Vice President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy),  expressed its deep 

concern on the situation in Syria and reiterated its offer to put at the disposal of the UN the instruments 

of parliamentary diplomacy, entrusted to the Assembly by its States, of which Syria, is a founding 

member. 

PAM had already pledged its support to the 
diplomatic initiatives of former UN-Arab 

League Joint Special Envoy for Syria, H.E. 

Kofi Annan, and actively participated in all 

the sessions of the Syrian Humanitarian 

Forum in Geneva, where it delivered a 

strong message of support of the Assembly 

to identify an appropriate common 

approach and to link the efforts of 

traditional and parliamentary diplomacy. 

 

To this effect, PAM informed H.E. Brahimi 
that it is preparing, with the support of the 

Lebanese parliament and the Russian diplomacy, a visit to Damascus, in line with the efforts of the 

international community to bring to an end the suffering of the Syrian people and for stability in the 

region. 

 

PAM Secretary General also held a bilateral meeting, on 27 September, with the Syrian Delegation 

attending the General Assembly. 

 

“The PAM parliamentary network is at the full disposal of H.E. Brahimi to support his initiatives in 

the region and to convey the results of his efforts to Mediterranean parliamentarians, including in the 

framework of a future international parliamentary meeting to be organized by PAM and the United 

Nations”, commented Sen. Amoruso at the end of the meeting.// 

PAM SG, Amb. S. Piazzi,  PAM Vice President ,Hon. M. Whbee,  

H.E. Lakhdar Brahimi, PAM Vice President, Sen. F. Amoruso, Sen. Lhou 

Lmarbouh 
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The Mediterranean high on the agenda of the 67th Session of 

the United Nations General Assembly 

 
 

A  
high-level delegation from PAM participated at the High-Level Segment of the 67th United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA), of which PAM is an Observer Status since 2009. 

The PAM delegation was made up of Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso of Italy, PAM Vice President, 

Secretary of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Italian Senate, Head of delegation, Hon. Majalli Whbee of Israel, 

PAM Vice President, and Vice President of the Knesset, Hon. Fabrice Notari of Monaco, Vice President of PAM 1st 

Standing Committee on Political cooperation and Vice President of the National Council of Monaco, Sen. Lhou 

Lmarbouh of Morocco, PAM Rapporteur on Energy and  Amb. Sergio Piazzi, Secretary General of PAM. 

PAM Head of Delegation, Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso, underlined the importance of this UNGA for PAM, since 

the Mediterranean is once again at the centre of the international scene, confirming the fact that stability and peace in 

the region impact heavily on the rest of the world.  “PAM has an important and leading role to play in the near 

future, especially in consolidating the achievements of the peoples of the Arab Spring countries, and in supporting 

the establishment of solid democratic institutions in this process”, Sen. Amoruso said.  

The mission included a series of bilateral meetings with High Officials of the United Nations, among which, the UN 

Under Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs, H.E. Ms Valerie 

Amos; the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Process 

(UNSCO), Amb. Robert H. Serry; the Deputy Assistant Administrator 

and Deputy Regional Director of the UNDP Regional Bureau for Arab 

States, Mr. Sunil Saigal, and the UN Secretary General’s High 

Representative for the Alliance of Civilisations, H.E. Mr. Jorge 

Sampaio. 

Since its establishment, PAM has worked and collaborated closely 

with a number of UN Departments, Agencies and Programmes in the 

political, humanitarian, social, economic and cultural sectors.  

Earlier this year, the President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM), H.E. Senator Fayez Al-Tarawneh (Jordan), 

who had to cancel his trip to New York due to unforeseen 

commitments, and Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, had met 

the United Nations Secretary General, H.E. Ban Ki-moon in Amman, 

on the occasion of the 19th Bureau Meeting of the Assembly. 

The United Nations and PAM had agreed to follow-up that meeting 

with an exchange of letters, whereby the Assembly will put at the 

disposal of the UN System its parliamentary diplomacy and 

confidence building instruments within the regional context, for the benefit of a more coordinated strategy in 

approaching the necessary actions to sustain the democratic processes and the social and economic development of 

the peoples in the area. On his part, Ban Ki-moon encouraged PAM to continue to coordinate closely with the United 

Nations Secretariat to strengthen cooperation and synergies between the two sides. He also recognized the very 

important role the Assembly plays in the region and expressed his appreciation for the PAM offer to put its 

parliamentary network at the disposal of the United Nations”.// 
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Ouarzazate PAM Energy Meeting - 

PAM to facilitate the establishment of a “Mediterranean 

Community of Energy” 
 

T 
he key role of national parliaments in setting up the necessary legislative and regulatory 

frameworks including fiscal measures, to support investments in the renewable energy sector, 

was underlined in Ouarzazate, Morocco, at the end of the high level parliamentary hearing, 

Energy Challenges in the Euro-Mediterranean Region, organized by the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Mediterranean (PAM), in conjunction with the House of Councilors, under the patronage of H.M. 

Mohammed VI, King of Morocco.  

 

At the conference, it was also stressed 

that it is necessary to create a favourable 

environment among the PAM countries, 

conducive to support the Mediterranean 

Solar Plan, to ensure its effectiveness 

and efficiency. It was also highly 

recommended in the conclusions of this 

event, that PAM should facilitate the 

establishment of a “Mediterranean 

Community of Energy”, in order to 

ensure coordination among the key 

actors concerned (parliaments, 

governments, industry, investors), as far 

as projects based on renewable energy, 

the reinforcement of national and 

regional transmission grids, as well as the promotion of investments and clear legal frameworks, are 

concerned. 

 

Other priority areas highlighted in the conclusions of the PAM Conference call for the establishment 

of financial mechanisms, including public-private partnerships, the diversification and improved 

quality of energy sources, the creation of a Mediterranean Training and Information Centre on 

renewable energy and the facilitation of knowhow transfer.  

 

The Conference, the first regional parliamentary event taking place at the site of the innovative high-

tech power plant in Ouarzazate, based on solar technology, was held within the activities of the PAM 

Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, and was open to all key stakeholders 

from international, regional and national industrial and financial institutions. Debates focused on the 

present status and the challenges being faced by the Euro-Mediterranean region with regard to 

renewable energy.  More than 300 delegates attended the Conference, among which key actors, such 

as National Authorities and Operators of Renewable Energy, the UN System, the IEA, the Energy 

Charter and also the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 

 

At the meeting, national authorities confronted their plans with colleagues from other countries and 

exchanged lessons learned, best practices, as well as the need for increasingly high attention by the 

respective legislative organs. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The meeting built on three sessions which dealt respectively with Renewable Energy and Energy 

Efficiency; Technical and Industrial Challenges; and the Role of National and Regional Parliaments and 

International Organizations in support of ongoing and future initiatives: the need for coherent approach. 

The third session was faclitated by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, a key partner in 

the event. It was also agreed to set up a Core Group, made up of international organizations, among which, 

inter alia, PAM, the EBRD, MED-TSO  and MEDREG, IEA and IRENA, which will prepare a road map 

and a series of activities to implement the conclusions reached in Ouarzazate. The Group will meet in 

Morocco in early 2013. // 

 

HM Mohammed VI, King of Morocco calls for legislative 

compatibility in the Euro-Mediterranean parliaments  
 

HM Mohammed VI, King of Morocco, in his message at the opening ceremony, called for the 

setting up of a Euro-Mediterranean energy community in order to achieve an environmental balance 

through the good governance of a sustainable energy development in respect of the environmental 

protection requirements.  

 

“By opting for renewable energies, our main goal is to achieve not only the integrated development 

of the energy sector, but also the efficient use of our resources in order to ensure energy security in 

our region as well as balanced, sustainable development on both shores of the Mediterranean”, King 

Mohamed VI added. 

 

Renewable energy projects, especially solar and wind, His Majesty continued, still need to comply 

with the full range of financial and economic efficiency requirements that will help  address the 

challenges of climate change”. “I therefore call for those common objectives to form the basis of a 

mutually beneficial strategic agenda. To this end an institutional framework should be developed to 

ensure compatibility between the legislation adopted by the Parliaments of the Euro-Mediterranean 

region”, King Mohammed VI underlined. This, he added, would attract public and private 

investment and encourage financial institutions to fund renewable energy projects.// 
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5+5 Dialogue and PAM  

to strengthen Parliamentary dimension effectiveness  
  

  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) participated in the Malta Summit of 

Heads of State and Heads of Government of the 5+5 Dialogue (Malta 5-6 October 2012), made up of 

Western Mediterranean European and North Africa countries, namely France, Italy, Malta, 

Portugal, Spain and Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia.  

PAM was represented by the Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, on behalf of the President of PAM and Prime 

Minister of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Sen. Dr. Fayed Al Tarawneh. Dr. Piazzi had already formed part of 

the PAM delegation led by Vice President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso, at the Rome Foreign Ministers meeting of the 

5+5 Dialogue held earlier this year. 

  

The Dialogue has gained a renewed momentum with the resumption of the sectoral Ministerial meetings and the 

Heads of State Summit. PAM’s participation at the Rome and Malta events has been a success that has very much 
highlighted the Assembly’s position and role in the region. The 5+5 Dialogue fills a gap in PAM’s own structure in 

the absence of a dedicated inter-governmental pillar to mirror its activities.  

PAM’s partnership with the Italian and Mauritanian co-presidency of the 5+5 is working extremely well, and PAM 
has been already invited to assist Tunisia in the preparations of a Ministerial meeting next December, and 

Mauritania, for a larger event in March 2013. Since Portugal will replace Italy, and possibly Morocco will follow 

Mauritania in 2013, PAM is already coordinating with the two countries to ensure synergy and complementarity of 

action. Furthermore, at the Summit, Mauritania has announced its decision to join PAM. 

  

The Malta Summit discussed the Middle East Peace Process, the developments and new impetus in the 

Mediterranean region, including the latest events in Syria, and themes of global concern such as security, economy, 

climate change, food, energy and education. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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PAM – a platform for regional 

cooperation in the Energy Sector 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

(PAM) Rapporteur on Energy, Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh 
(Morocco) addressed, on behalf of PAM, the High-

level Event on Sustainable Energy for All, held on 

the occasion of the 67th UN General Assembly. 
PAM, an Observer to the UNGA, is participating 

with a high level delegation led by PAM Vice Presi-

dent, Sen. Francesco Amoruso of Italy. 

In his presentation, Sen. Lmarbouh highlighted the 

role of PAM as a platform for enhanced regional 

cooperation in the energy sector and how the As-

sembly has made the development of renewable 

energy a priority area for its actions in the Euro-

Mediterranean region. “This plan of action is 

meant to meet the urgent challenges of the Medi-

terranean populations at the environmental, eco-

nomic and social levels’, Sen. Lmarbouh said. 

 

Since the consumption of electricity in the Medi-

terranean has doubled over the last decades, it was 

imperative that the necessary measures are taken 

to ensure energy security and PAM’s strategy is to 

promote legislation and regulation reform in order 

to provide a wider and more equitable access to 

energy resources. For this to happen, Sen. Lmar-

bouh added, the sector needs innovative financial 

mechanisms, including public-private partnerships, 

an integrated regional approach, the diversification 

and the improvement of  energy quality and pro-

duction, all elements that can facilitate long term 

development and the socio-economic progress of 

the Mediterranean region. // 

PAM and PACE share objectives on 

Euro-Mediterranean sustainable 

development 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) 

attended the European Conference of Presidents of Parlia-

ments of the Council of Europe, held in Strasbourg on 20-
21 September, 2012. PAM was represented by the Secre-

tary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi. 

 

The Conference discussed, among other themes of interest 
to PAM, the challenges for national parliaments in respect 

to representative democracy and their role within the con-

text of the Arab revolutions.  Another topic dealt with was 
the future of the European Court of Human Rights.   

PAM Secretary General also held a number of bilateral 

meetings with the Presidents of PAM member parlia-

ments, with whom the VII PAM Plenary Session in Malta 
was discussed, also in view of the election of the new 

PAM President for the next biennium. In addition, the co-

operation and the preparations for the forthcoming PAM 
meeting on the Constitutional Reform in Bosnia Herzego-

vina, to be held in Rome, Italy, in November, was at the 

centre of a meeting with the President of the Swiss Parlia-

ment.  

PAM and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe have established strong links, through which a 
regular exchange of views on current issues of common 

interest and a collaborative platform at the regional level, 

is in place. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 

(PACE) was among the participants at the high level par-

liamentary hearing on energy, held in Ouarzazate. (see 

page 3) 
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PAM—Knesset relations discussed 

with Israeli Ambassador 
 

The Ambassador of the State of Israel to the 

Republic of Malta, H.E. Oren David, paid an official 
visit to the PAM in July for a bilateral meeting with 

PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi. 

Ambassadors David and 

Piazzi discussed at 

length priority topics 
and current issues 

related to the situation 

in the various regions of 

the Mediterranean. 
Amb. David underlined 

the excellent relations 

between the Israeli 
Parliament, the Knesset, 

and PAM, and recalled 

the active role that the 
former plays within the 

activities of the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and its 

Bureau.  

 

The two also agreed to explore the possibility of 

organizing, in cooperation with the Palestinian 

Authority, a visit by a PAM high-level delegation to 
Ramallah and Jerusalem, as part of what Amb. David 

described the constructive and practical role of PAM 

in the Middle East Peace Process, both on its own 
initiative and in cooperation with the Secretary 

General of the United Nations. He also referred with 

satisfaction to the way PAM activated its 

parliamentary diplomacy tools during the Arab 
Spring in order to assist the transition in Tunisia, 

Libya and Egypt, and noted how PAM is currently 

following the crisis in Syria.  

 

Amb. David also showed particular interest in the 

endeavours of the PAM Panel on External Trade and 

Investments in the Mediterranean, while Amb. Piazzi 
noted that the latest Parliamentary hearing held in 

Lisbon, within the Finance Group of the Panel, has 

contributed to a series of practical suggestions aimed 
at assisting in particular SMEs and the Energy sector, 

which are also important realities in Israel, as they 

are in all the PAM member states.  

 

The Israeli Ambassador concluded his visit by 
expressing his compliments and full support to the 

Secretariat, which, through a pragmatic approach, 

during the last 5 years has established PAM as a role 

model for regional parliamentary organizations and also 
as an important actor in all those initiatives aimed at 

securing peace and stability in the Mediterranean.  

 

Ongoing activities and future 

cooperation discussed by French and 

US diplomats in bilateral meetings 

with PAM Secretary General 

 

A wide range of current issues related to the 
Mediterranean region were discussed during two 

bilateral meetings held at PAM Headquarters, in Malta, 

on 2 October 2012, by PAM Secretary General, Amb. 
Sergio Piazzi with French Ambassador to Malta, H.E. 

Michel Vanderpoorter, and the Deputy Chief of Mission 

of the US Embassy in Malta, Mr. Michael DeTar, 
respectively. Recent developments in the Middle East 

and Syria, as well as the preparations for PAM’s 

participation at the 5+5 Dialogue meeting in Malta (5-6 

October 2012), in its capacity as the group’s 
parliamentary dimension, and the priority areas to be 

debated at the upcoming PAM Plenary Session in Malta 

on 12-13 October, 2012, were among the main topics 

discussed.   

Amb. Piazzi expressed the Assembly’s full appreciation 
to the leading role played by the French National 

Parliamentary delegation to PAM, which ensures a 

continuous input to PAM key events and discussions. 

The PAM Secretary General also underlined the fruitful 
cooperation with the French diplomacy, a “true model of 

how synergies can be found and strengthened between 

parliamentary and traditional diplomacy”, Amb. Piazzi 

said. 

 On his part, the French 
Ambassador underlined the 

importance of governance in 

the Southern Mediterranean 
and said that currently the 

French government is 

particularly committed to this 

aspect in view of the funding 
of a large project aimed at 

tackling this issue. Trade 

facilitation, renewable energy 
and investments in 

infrastructure, relations with 

UNESCO and FAO, and 

other Euromediterranean institutions, such as the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and 

the EBRD, were highlighted during the meeting. 

  

With the US Embassy diplomats, the long standing 
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cooperation between the US Administration and PAM was discussed. Amb. 
Piazzi recalled the regular meetings with US Congressmen and Senators held 

each year in Washington on the occasion of PAM’s participation, as an 

Observer, at the UN General Assembly and also with US Ambassadors in 

New York and Geneva. The US Congress was also involved in the IPU-

CSCM negotiations process which led to the establishment of PAM in 2006. 

Other issues raised included the role of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean in the Libyan conflict and the Assembly’s support to the UN-

League of Arab States Joint Special Representative to Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi 

and UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, the UN 
Secretary General’s Personal Representative to the PLO and the Palestinian 

Authority, H.E. Robert Serry.  “In this regard PAM remains the only forum 

where the Israeli and Palestinian delegations continue to meet at the highest 

level with constructive exchange on this process”, Amb. Piazzi said. 

The US delegation, on its part, expressed particular interest in the activities 
under the PAM Panel for External Trade and Investments in the 

Mediterranean, particularly in such sectors as job creation and unemployment, SMEs and investments in the energy 

sector. They appreciated the accomplishments of the recent conference on Energy held in Ouarzazate (Morocco), 

which called upon PAM to coordinate the establishment of a Mediterranean Community of Energy, aimed at 

gathering all the stakeholders, including Parliaments, governments, the industry and investors. // 

European Financial Institutions  

and PAM Parliamentarians meet in Lisbon  

 

At the invitation of the Portuguese Parliament, the Finance Group of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM) met in Lisbon, Portugal, on 29 June, 2012, to hold a parliamentary hearing on the theme: 

“Towards a sustainable economic development in the Mediterranean Region” from a financing perspective.  

This high-level conference addressed also the issue of capital markets, as the financial instruments for long term 
financing and for sustainable economic development of SMEs in the area. At the 

meeting, Mediterranean MPs, along with UN Agencies, the European 

Commission, Euro-Mediterranean Financial Institutions and the private sector, 
among which the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), 

the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the African 

Development Bank (AfDB), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the 

European Investment Bank (EIB), the European Central Bank (ECB) and the 
Directorate General for Energy of  the European Commission, discussed strategic 

approaches for the financial sector and parliaments, on how to achieve sustainable 

growth in the region.  

 

It was also highlighted that in the absence of a Free Trade Area in the 

Mediterranean there is an urgent need for regional parliamentary co-operation to 

promote economic growth through measures such as facilitating the development 
of SMEs, investments in infrastructure, encouraging the creation of employment 

and increasing North-South and South-South trade in the Mediterranean region. 

The parliamentary hearing sessions focused on the following topics: A framework 

for political, economic and financial sustainability in the Mediterranean Region; 

The Outlook for the Mediterranean: Economic Impact of Social and Demographic Dynamics; Finance for Small and 

Medium-Sized Enterprises and their role for economic stability; Regional co-operation in key industry sectors: 

Energy and Infrastructures. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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France committed to PAM –  
French President Hollande 

 

The President of the Republic of France, H.E. François Hollande, in an exchange of correspondence with 

the PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, reiterated, the importance of his country’s participation in 

PAM, since it represents a tool for dialogue among  the parliaments of the countries in the Euro-

Mediterranean region, which is of particular interest for France. 

 

He stressed the role of parliamentary cooperation in supporting the transition to democracy prompted in the 

Arab Spring countries.  “The path to democracy is long and difficult, but I am also convinced that it is 

inexorable. It is built on the same universal values that inspired our Republic and the European 

democracies, after more than one century of successive revolutions”, H.E. Hollande said.  

 

This process of transition and of democratic reforms cannot materialize without a parallel economic 

development.  To this ends, the support of the European Union, of the international community and also the 

EBRD, is necessary.  

  

President Hollande urderlined that France will continue to maintain its commitment in reinforcing 

economic aid to those countries facing the challenges of transition.  

 

“The role of PAM within the context of the renaissance of 

parliamentarism in the Arab World, is fundamental’’ –  
Laurent Fabius, Foreign Affairs Minister of France 

 

The Mediterranean, now experiencing the political transformations inspired by the aspirations of the 

peoples of the Southern shores for freedom and democracy, currently represents, more than ever, a strategic 

issue for France.  

 

In an official exchange of correspondence with the PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, French 

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Laurent Fabius, referred to the newly elected Assemblies in Tunisia, Egypt 

and Libya, which will be instrumental in developing their relations with other countries in the region, and 

to establish stronger links with international institutions, among which the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean.  

 

“This cooperation will also encourage further relations with international organizations and financial 

institutions, representing a concrete support on their road towards democratisation and equally in their 

economic development”, Fabius said.  

 

The French Minister congratulated PAM for it strong commitment towards the building in the 

Mediterranean, of a space where democracy, security, stability and prosperity can flourish for the benefit of 

the populations of the region. This role, he concluded, within the context of the return to parliamentarism in 

the Arab World, is particularly welcomed. // 
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Extraordinary political events in the 

Southern and Eastern Mediterranean have 

raised expectations on the region’s future 

growth and the process towards sustainable 

economic development. At the same time, 

the effects of the financial crisis on the 

northern shores of the Mediterranean and 

beyond have equally put important pressure 

on Governments to reduce public spending, 

whilst at the same time 

reviving growth in their 

economies.  

Across the Mediterranean a 

special need is felt to 

modernise the region’s 

economies by stimulating the 

economic reform agenda and 

improving the regional 

investment climate and 

business environment. This is 

even more relevant as social 

and demographic dynamics 

are putting more pressure on 

Governments for the near future. // 

(Continued from page 8) 

  

The Assembly, since 2009, represents the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 Dialogue, which further strengthens 

the scope of this platform in relation to the key issues of concern for the region, which are equally debated by the 

Mediterranean parliamentarians during the PAM events held throughout the year within the framework of the three 
core Standing Committees. This role was also highlighted by Italian Prime Minister, H.E. Mario Monti and the EU 

Commissioner for Enlargement and the European Neighbourhood Policy, Stefan Fule. 

  

On the margin of the 5+5 Dialogue, the delegates of the League of Arab States (LAS) and PAM discussed 
developments in the region and agreed to jointly organize a meeting to promote a coherent approach to initiatives and 

programmes in the region, to which they will invite other regional and international organizations whose work is 

relevant to the Mediterranean. 

  

 “The 5+5 Dialogue is another important institutional framework within which PAM plays an important role in 

bridging the legislative aspect of the member states and assist in the integration and coordination of the legal 

instruments that can support and promote peace, security and stability in the Mediterranean”, PAM Secretary 

General said.// 

  

The conclusions of the Summit will be officially presented at the PAM VII Plenary Session which will take place in 

Malta, on 12-13 October, 2012.// 

(Continued from page 5) 
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The event on Knowledge and policies for health security, climate change effects, mitigation and the Mediterranean 

environmental transition, was held in Turin, Italy, on 2 June 2012, under the auspices of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Mediterranean. The workshop was organized by UNESCO-Paris, PAM, UNESCO Chair Torino, the 

University of Torino, and the Torino Smart City.  

 

Two separate sessions focused on Food Safety, Food Security, and environmental sustainability: the case of the 

Mediterranean Diet and Food Security, Environmental Migrations and Urban Sustainability, respectively.  

PAM was represented by Mr Mourad Youssry, Deputy to the Secretary General, who outlined PAM’s outlook and 

past and current initiatives in the area of food safety, migration and the political, social and economic situation of the 

Mediterranean.  

 

Mr Youssry recalled that PAM, in close collaboration with the national 

parliaments and partner organizations, is promoting a strategy to ensure 

long-term food security through a set of actions. These include, inter alia, 
the consideration of the issue of Food Security as a key element to achieve 

stability in the Mediterranean area also through the legislative process; the 

adoption of the necessary measures to implement the agricultural water 
programs already launched throughout the region and to revise the internal 

water management procedures and strategies; raising awareness of the 

importance of the role of education on the wider issue of Food Security; 

initiatives aimed at connecting universities and research systems on life 
sciences; the establishment of centers of expertise in the various sub-

regions (Maghreb, Southern Europe, Mashreq, Balkans).  

 

PAM, Mr. Youssry added, has also tackled the problem of migration facing the Mediterranean region. In its report 
presented to the Assembly’s 4th Plenary Session in Istanbul, Turkey (2010), and in collaboration with The 

International Association for the Study of Forced Migration (IASFM), PAM described Forced Migration as ‘a 

general term that refers to the movements of refugees and internally displaced people (those displaced by conflicts as 
well as people displaced by natural or environmental disasters, chemical or nuclear disasters, or development 

projects)’. 

 

With reference to PAM’s role in the regional economic scenario and recent political developments, the Assembly is 
dedicating its parliamentary network and instruments to attract investments and allocate funds to the Mediterranean 

region. PAM started a fruitful cooperation with the EBRD to facilitate investment process, amounting to 2.5 billion 

Euros, in the 4 pilot countries (Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia) indicated by the Deauville Partnership, following 

the G8 countries meeting in Deauville, France 2011. 

 

In his concluding remarks, Mr Youssry said PAM is fully aware of the effect of the economic  and social challenges 

on the stability of the whole region, and that following the Arab Spring, the South Mediterranean countries need 

urgent financial support to implement socio-economic reforms. This can be achieved through the improvement of the 

regional investment climate and business environment, to be able to face major threats such as food security and 

environmental migration. // 

Food Security fundamental to ensure  

Stability in the Mediterranean 

PAM - UNESCO International Workshop 
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The People of Tunisia,  

 H.E. M. Mustapha Ben Jaafar, President of the Constituent National Assembly, on behalf of the Tunisian people for 

their courage and determination to assert, with personal sacrifice, their aspirations for more freedom and 

representation and for inspiring the Arab Spring, marking an epochal change in the Mediterranean.  

 

Hon. Anton Tabone,  

Former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Malta 

Hon. Tabone, has been instrumental not only in the establishment of PAM. Dr. Tabone was also host to the second 

PAM Plenary Session which was held in Malta in 2007. 

 

Hon. Dr. Kjandeh K. Yumkella,  

UNIDO Director-General 

Under the stewardship of Dr. Yumkella, UNIDO has been instrumental in supporting PAM in the economic field. 

 

Hon. Mohammed Idrissi Titni Alaoui,  

PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

 

In recognition of the commitment of the late Hon. Mohammed Idrissi Titni Alaoui, for leading, with a great sense of dedication, 

the vision for the education sector, under his first chairmanship of the 3rd Standing Committee. 

 

Hon. Mavroudis Voridis, Greek MP 

 

For his strong and visible commitment and a very active promotion of the Mediterranean ideals and for the support of  PAM, 

which he considers as the parliamentary diplomacy’s main actor in the region.   

 

Dr. Jadranka Radovanic,  

President of the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of Commerce 
Dr. Rodolfo Giampieri,  

President of the Chamber of Commerce of Ancona, Italy 

 
For their strategic role in promoting economic development 

 and an entrepreneurial culture in the region 

 

Mrs. Marilena Sokianou,  

President House of Europe, Rhodes, Greece 

In recognition of the commitment and dedication to integration and dialogue in the   the Euro-Mediterranean Region.   

 
Mrs. Aliki Moschis-Gauguet,  

International President and Founder of FAM Network, Rhodes, Greece 

For spearheading an important project for the promotion, through art, of the culture of peace, cooperation and solidarity between 

the peoples of the Mediterranean.  

PAM PRIZE 2012 
Excellence in the Mediterranean 


