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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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PAM Parliamentary Diplomacy for 

humanitarian aid and confidence building in 

Syria 
 

The United Nations Agencies operating in Syria have requested PAM 

to assist them through the organization of a Parliamentary Hearing 

on the humanitarian crisis in the country and neighboring states. 

The hearing is scheduled to be held in September 2013, in Jordan, a few 

weeks before the annual UN General Assembly in New York. To this 

effect PAM has already contacted the President of the Jordanian Parlia-

ment.  

The request was made on the occasion of the PAM High Level mission 

in Syria and Lebanon held between 28 June and 2 July 2013. The meet-

ings in the region dealt with the issues of humanitarian access, facilita-

tion of humanitarian aid delivery and confidence building measures 

within the framework of the process for national reconciliation between 

the Syrian parties in the internal conflict. The issue relative to the dis-

placement of the Syrian population in the country and in neighboring 

states, along with that of the Palestinian refugees, was also discussed.  

At the conclusion of the mission, the PAM Secretariat in Malta hosted 

the diplomatic corps for a briefing on the outcome of the discussions 

held in Damascus and Beirut respectively. The meeting with the diplo-

matic representatives, held on Friday 5 July 2013, was addressed by 

PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi.  

The Ambassadors welcomed the action undertaken by PAM and ex-

pressed their encouragement to future meetings between their parlia-

mentarians and that of Syria. 
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Referring to the September Hearing, Amb. Piazzi announced 

that all PAM Member Parliaments, including that of Syria, 

will be invited to participate and fully assume their responsi-

bilities in promoting stability, confidence building and in 

mobilizing the required resources, and in urging humanitar-

ian access in the region. Furthermore the Hearing would pro-

vide MPs and UN Agencies with a unique opportunity for 

inter-parliamentary dialogue and for the exchange of views 

on the situation, including that of refugees and displaces per-

sons.  

 

 

 

The President of the Foreign Relations Committee of the Syrian Parliament, Hon. Fadia Deeb, who was 

one of the Committee Chairs met in Damascus, indicated the firm determination of the Parliament to assist 

humanitarian agencies in addressing, with the relevant authorities, the bureaucratic obstacles hampering the 

delivery of humanitarian assistance in the country, in the areas controlled by the Government, and to facili-

tate in any possible way that to other regions under opposition rule. At PAM’s suggestion, the Committee’s 

President, with her colleagues, as from Monday 8 July started to meet regularly with UN humanitarian 

agencies to ensure a direct feed back of the 

effectiveness of parliamentary action and im-

plement additional measures, where required. 

Hon. Deeb also committed herself to organize 

a parliamentary hearing with national security 

entities to address the issue of illegal deten-

tion and inhuman treatment of relief workers 

and political opponents.  

 

PAM Secretary General, also referred that the 

UN political officers stressed the absolute ne-

cessity for the international community not to 

supply armaments to any of the parts in con-

flict in order to facilitate a peaceful solution at the negotiating table.  

 

On the issue of the Palestinian refugees in 

Syria, PAM was requested to convey to 

both the President of Palestine and the 

High Commissioner of UNRWA the ne-

cessity to stress to the Palestinian com-

munities to avoid being involved in the 

internal conflict.  

PAM will continue to work together with 

the Parliaments of Syria, of its member 

states and the UN and the EU to facilitate 

dialogue and to secure channels of com-

munication and aid delivery to the Syrian 

civilian population. //  
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PAM GENEVA TRADE CONFERENCE  
proposals and recommendations for immediate action by all stakeholders  

 

The critical role of trade as an engine of economic growth and job creation, and the advantages of 

fostering intra-regional cooperation and trade among the countries of the Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Mediterranean (PAM), as well as with the rest of the world, were the key conclusions of the Joint 

Inter-Governmental Conference organised by PAM and the United Nations (UN) Inter-Agency Cluster 

on Trade and Productive Capacity, held on 30-31 May 2013, in Geneva.  

 

The conference was addressed by a number of 

high level keynote speakers from PAM member 

parliaments, UN Agencies, Financial 

institutions, regional organizations and private 

entities. Over 200 delegates participated to the 

sessions of the event.  

Recent political developments in the 

Mediterranean and their impact on trade and 

economic growth were highlighted at the outset 

of the international meeting in order establish 

the framework within which the major issues 

raised during the debate could be better 

unfolded.  

Reference was made to best practices and 

options for Mediterranean countries in the areas 

of productive capacity, trade policy, trade 

facilitation, investment attraction, public-private partnerships, transport infrastructure, the energy sector 

and risk management in trade. It was agreed that rising unemployment, poverty rates and job creation in the 

Mediterranean region can be best addressed through concrete options and instruments for trade financing, 

economic development and SMEs sustainability.  

 

In the different sectors a number of proposals were put forward in order to step up efforts aimed at 

strengthening the coordinated action by the major stakeholders in this direction.  

 

With regards to Trade, the conference reiterated the need to 

speed up the inter-regional Mediterranean – EU integration 

process through further harmonization of laws and 

economic policies in the areas of trade, customs, 

agriculture and finance, as well as the establishment of the 

transport infrastructure to link the North and the South of 

the Mediterranean.  A renewed call for the setting up of the 

‘Single Window Facilities’ for customs and border 

clearance procedures, and specialized training courses for 

policy makers and parliamentarians on trade facilitation 

issues were also brought forward in the discussion. In the 

area of transport, the Mediterranean countries should 

further cooperate with and participate in UNECE led 

initiatives, taking into account the needs and strategic goals of each state. The building and maintenance of 

ports, and related environmental concerns, were other strategic topics discussed in relation to the funding 

necessary for this important link in the transport chain.  

(Continued on page 4) 



 4 

 

The need to establish a dedicated   

financial instrument for regional 

development was again underlined 

during the discussions. The scope is to 

finance SMEs with promising export 

potential and to finance infrastructure 

development projects within the 

framework of private-public 

partnerships.  Such a bank would 

operate on the basis of 

complementarity, subsidiarity and 

conditionality.  Another  consideration 

within the Investments area was the 

creation of mechanisms to embed 

foreign direct investments in the 

national economy, as elements that 

could promote new job opportunities, 

reduced poverty levels and export 

diversification.  

 

Energy was also a crucial sector in the conference with proposals targeting the development of a clearly 

articulated strategy which balances energy security concerns and commercial interests, and at the same 

time further promoting public-private partnerships with greater involvement of the private sector. 

Furthermore, the need for public awareness campaigns on best practices in energy efficiency and 

consumption was highlighted as an important factor from an economic and environmental point of view.  

 

Other critical initiatives covered the productive capacity building to improve national competitiveness at 

the enterprise level through “Catch up innovation” 

approaches, and improving cross-border connectivity, as a 

means to consolidate the overall business environment. In 

order to facilitate these developments it was also considered 

strategically relevant to put in place institutional mechanisms 

to negotiate, implement and evaluate the process of regulatory 

and policy convergence in the Mediterranean region.  

Other issues discussed covered risk management, the 

strengthening of enterprise support institutions and food 

security. 

 

In the light of these conclusions, PAM will work with its 

member States and the UN to identify regional priorities for implementing legislative and regulatory best 

practices, and at the national level will continue helping countries to develop practical implementation 

projects to be undertaken in cooperation with the UN and other partner organizations, such as the EBRD. 

Furthermore, PAM will continue to promote regional economic integration through the work of the four 

sectoral groups of its Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean. 

 

While thanking Egypt and the Italian Federation of Industries (Confindustria) for their commitment to host 

future meetings of the Panel, PAM also welcomed the offer by the UN to organise every second year, a 

joint conference in cooperation with the UN Inter-Agency Cluster on Trade and Productive Capacity in 

Geneva. //  
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SMEs, credit instruments, youth employment at the heart of 

economic development and stability in the Mediterranean – 

PAM Panel Steering Committee in Morocco concludes 
 

The Steering Committee of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, operating 

under the auspices of the 2nd Standing Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

met in Rabat, Morocco, on 3 May 2013, to discuss and review key activities, strategies and priorities for 

the biennium 2013-2014. The meeting was chaired by Sen. Lhou Lmarbouh of Morocco, PAM Vice 

President and President of the 2nd PAM Standing Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the meeting, over 30 parliamentarians and representatives from international, regional, 

governmental, private sector, academic and financial institutions focused their debate on the global crisis, 

trends in the Mediterranean and the impact on national and regional economies.  Other major issues 

included the importance of tourism for economic growth in the Mediterranean region and the role of 

parliamentarians in their capacity as legislators responsible for the introduction of new initiatives aimed at 

creating the most suitable environment for national and regional growth.  

 

Within the development framework, both parliamentarians and representatives from the private sector 

targeted the need to concentrate on Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), the facilitation to access 

finance, job creation, youth employment, infrastructure and more regional cooperation. The correlation 

between stability and economic development was also discussed with MPs, who were called to take all the 

necessary legislative measures necessary to the economic actors. 

 

With regards to the tourism sector it was noted that there is an urgent need to re-activate tourism facilities 

in the entire region, including the Arab Spring countries. To do this, it is necessary to re-think the concept 

of tourism in the Mediterranean, for example by promoting a tourism model that involves more countries, 

taking advantage of the large variety of the region, in terms of climate, activities and the cultural heritage. 

 

On 4 May, the 20 Executive Members of the Energy Group within the PAM Panel discussed the current 

priority issues concerning the various aspects of the energy sector, such as diversification of sources, 

energy supply and an energy market in the Mediterranean region touching the requirements of countries in 

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Mediterranean Diet –  
food security, sovereignty  

and traditions  
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean (PAM), UNESCO, UniTwin (UNESCO 

Chair in Sustainable Development and Terri-

tory Management) and the University of Turin, 

have jointly organized an international work-

shop on Food security and climate change –

Exploring and Planning Mediterranean Sus-

tainability, held in Marrakech, Morocco, on 9 

June, 2013. The workshop was held on the oc-

casion of the 7th World Environmental Educa-

tion Congress. 

 

The event aimed at bringing together the state-of

-the-art research and thinking in the areas of 

food security and climate change, providing in-

sights that may contribute to a better understand-

ing of these questions and to more effective ac-

tions and policies. It also provided an opportu-

nity for the UNESCO Chairs of the Mediterra-

nean Basin, operating in fields related to envi-

ronmental sustainability and sustainable devel-

opment, to connect, collaborate and confront. 

 

PAM was represented by its delegate to 

UNESCO, Dr. Salvatore Alessandro Giannino 

who presented a paper on the Mediterranean 

Diet for good governance and regional devel-

opment. Mr Giannino underlined the fact that 

the Mediterranean diet was inscribed in 2010 on 

the North and the South. Alternative and renewable energy was also discussed. Developments in the Ouarzazate 

solar project in Morocco, which will see the production of the first megawatt within the next 20 months, were 

also highlighted.  The Group stressed the urgent need to face the proliferation of uncoordinated initiatives in the 

sector, and unanimously requested PAM, as a neutral entity, to facilitate the dialogue and the adoption of a 

coherent approach by all actors involved.   

In view of the high level inter-governmental conference 

“Harnessing Trade for Growth in the Mediterranean” (see 

page 3), organized by PAM in cooperation with UNECE 

and UNCTAD, both events also focused on proposals and 

suggestions to animate the debate to which a wide 

spectrum of stakeholders from various international and 

regional public and private organizations were invited to 

participate.  // 

the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heri-

tage of Humanity on the request of Morocco, Italy, 

Spain and Greece.  

 

He added that the Mediterranean Diet is rooted in the 

respect for land, cultural and biological diversity of the 

Mediterranean and ensures the conservation and devel-

opment of traditional activities and crafts. “The Medi-

terranean-diet should also be linked to food security, 

sovereignty, traditions and indigenous knowledge as 

well as the conservation of natural resources”, Dr. 

Giannino concluded. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean (PAM) and UNESCO have long established a 

working relation and have cooperated to set up the 

UNESCO Chair for sustainable development and terri-

torial management at the University of Turin (Italy), 

which has now started its activities. The Chair joined a 

network that UNESCO plans to establish in partner-

ship with the Community of Mediterranean Universi-

ties, an NGO affiliated to UNESCO. 

 

A Mediterranean Task force within the UNESCO 

Chair network and several international organizations 

is now responsible for developing North-South-South 

cooperation in the Mediterranean region. An interna-

tional steering committee will promote high-level in-

terdisciplinary and scientific training in governance to 

promote sustainable development in the Mediterranean 

Region; the committee will also organize an annual 

forum to provide the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean with technical assistance and to rein-

force academic exchanges among member countries. // 
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PAM and EBRD MoU formalizes collaboration  

between the two institutions 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and the European Bank for Reconstruction 

and Development (EBRD) signed a Memorandum of Understanding to further strengthen their collabo-

ration in the implementation of the G8 Deauville Partnership. The formalization of the cooperation 

platform between the two institutions lays the foundations for a more coordinated effort in support of 

the development and prosperity of the Mediterranean region.  

 

The MoU was signed by PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi and Acting Vice President of the 

EBRD, Mr. Johann Lankes,  on the occasion of  the Conference “Harnessing Trade for Growth in the 

Mediterranean”, organized by PAM  in cooperation with UNECE and UNCTAD held at the UN Headquar-

ters in Geneva, Switzerland, on 31 May, 2013. 

The signing of the Memorandum took place in the presence of the Heads of national Delegation of the four 

pilot countries identified by the partnership, namely Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia, and Mauritania. 

Bilateral consultations followed between the PAM Secretary General, the EBRD Vice President, and the 

five parliamentary delegations, during which the role of national parliaments in the implementation proc-

ess of the EBRD programmes and further cooperation were discussed. 

 

The geographical extension of EBRD’s man-

date to include the countries of the Southern 

and Eastern Mediterranean has increased the 

importance of its role in addressing the chal-

lenges in the PAM region. PAM had in fact 

strongly lobbied for and supported entrusting 

of this mandate to the EBRD, as part of its par-

liamentary efforts to establish a dedicated 

mechanism to finance infrastructures and fa-

cilitate access to credit by SMEs in the Medi-

terranean region.  

 

EBRD and PAM, through the Memorandum of 

Understanding, will explore ways in which 

they can cooperate in implementing their re-

spective objectives, including through consul-

tations, joint research and analytical studies, meetings, exchange of information and other outreach activi-

ties. 

 

PAM and EBRD have complementary goals in the Mediterranean region. While PAM develops coopera-

tion by promoting political dialogue and understanding between the parliaments of Mediterranean States, 

on the other hand the EBRD’s target is to foster the transition towards open market-oriented economies 

and to promote private and entrepreneurial initiatives in those countries committed to and applying the 

principles of multiparty democracy, pluralism and market economies.  

 

EBRD is also very actively involved in the PAM Panel for Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, 

and its contribution in the debates of the different sectoral groups, has been instrumental in translating into 

actions the political and legislative recommendations of the Mediterranean parliamentarians. // 
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Malta MPs delegation at PAM Secretariat 
 

The new delegation of the Maltese Parliament to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

(PAM) paid a courtesy visit to the PAM Secretariat in St. Julians. The Maltese MPs, led by the Head of 

the delegation, Hon. Justyne Caruana, were welcomed by PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, 

who on behalf of the PAM President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy) and himself, congratulated them 

on their appointment to one of the most active parliamentary delegations to PAM, among the 27 mem-

bers.  

 

As part of the familiarization visit 

Amb. Piazzi briefed the Maltese 

delegation on major current PAM 

initiatives for the region, inter alia, 

the conference in Geneva 

“Harnessing Trade for Growth in the 

Mediterranean”, held on 30-31 May, 

2013, organized in cooperation with 

the United Nations Trade and Pro-

ductive Capacity Cluster, UNECE 

and UNCTAD, and the forthcoming 

high level mission to Syria.  

 

“The PAM mission was intended to 

review the present humanitarian 

situation, as well as to promote the 

protection of civilians and facilitate the timely delivery of humanitarian aid to all the victims of the ongo-

ing conflict in Syria and refugees in the neighbouring countries”, Amb. Piazzi said.   

 

PAM Secretary General presented a general overview of PAM and underlined the commitment of Malta to 

the region. He also highlighted the role of Hon. George Vella who, since the setting up of the Assembly, 

chaired the PAM Ad hoc committee on the Middle East, until he was appointed Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs of Malta. He also referred to the number of reports and resolutions which the former members of the 

Maltese delegation, including Hon. Caruana, have contributed to the PAM Standing Committees on politi-

cal, economic and social affairs. 

 

Hon. Caruana, on behalf of the Maltese parliamentary delegation, reiterated Malta’s commitment to the 

Assembly, since it has developed into a key player, through soft diplomacy, in the region’s most important 

issues. “A platform where every state is considered on an equal footing is a place where cultures can meet 

and conflicts discussed in an atmosphere of mutual respect”, Hon. Caruana said.  

 

Amb. Piazzi expressed his wish to see the cooperation between the Maltese Parliament and PAM strength-

ened and invited the MPs to uphold the same level of participation of the previous delegations, not only to 

support PAM in the delicate role it has at a time of changes on the Southern shores and the financial crisis 

on the Northern side, but also to increase awareness among the citizens on the importance of parliamentary 

activity as one of the principal pillars of democracy.// 


