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The Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean is the forum 
where the Parliaments of the 
region come together and 
operate to reach those common 
objectives towards the creation 
of the best political, social, 
economic and cultural 
environment and conditions for 
the fellow citizens of the member 
states. 

PAM is a regional interstate 
organization, an Observer at the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations and with a specific 
international juridical status. The 
Assembly plays a fundamental 
role as an organization whose 
activities are firmly rooted as a 
complementary asset to the work 
of other regional and 
international bodies entrusted 
with the responsibility to foster 
security, stability and peace in 
the Mediterranean.  

 

Through PAM, political dialogue 
and understanding between the 
Member States and their citizens, 
is strengthened and this is 
achieved, notably, by: 
 
Fostering and building 
confidence among 
Mediterranean States; 
Guaranteeing regional security, 
stability and promoting peace; 
Consolidating the endeavours of 
Mediterranean States; 
Presenting opinions and 
recommendations to national 
parliaments and governments, 
regional organizations and 
international fora.  
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PAM discusses the Syrian crisis 

with UN Senior Officials  

in Geneva  
 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) has held a 

series of high level meetings at the United Nations in Geneva (10 

September 2013) focusing on the imminent humanitarian require-

ments in Syria and its neighbouring countries.  

 

PAM Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, held discussions with Ms 

Kyung-wha Kang, UN Assistant Secretary General for Humanitarian 

Affairs, with H.E. António Guterres, UN High Commissioner for 

Refugees, and with H.E. Lakhdar Brahimi, the UN and Arab League 

Special Envoy to Syria. 

 

The meetings built on the out-

come of PAM’s recent visit to 

Damascus, and highlighted the 

role that Parliamentary Diplo-

macy must play in facilitating 

humanitarian assistance, pro-

moting dialogue and supporting 

confidence building among the 

parties involved in the conflict. 

All interlocutors acknowledged 

the unique role being played by 

PAM and praised its effort 

aimed at engaging more actively, at the highest level, the Syrian parlia-

ment in the peace process. 

 

Full support was also expressed for the PAM regional parliamentary 

hearing scheduled to take place on 10-11 November in Amman, which 

will be hosted by the Parliament of Jordan. The meeting, at the request 

of the UN Agencies operating in the area, will firstly aim at mobilizing 

the required support to humanitarian assistance in Syria and to the Syr-

ian refugees in the neighbouring countries. Secondly, it will work to-

wards facilitating the resumption of the dialogue between Syrian MPs 

and their foreign counterparts. The situation of Palestinians living in 
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Syria and the need to support and reinforce peacekeeping operations at the Syrian-Israeli border will also 

be addressed as indicated by Amb. Robert Serry, United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East 

Peace Process. Given the crucial importance of such objectives, the offices of Ms Kang, H.E. Guterres and 

H.E. Brahimi have committed to cooperate with PAM at drafting the agenda of the Amman meeting, in 

order to maximize its outcome.  

 

Amb. Piazzi and Ms Kang focused on the obstacles affecting humanitarian access and delivery of relief 

assistance; implications for Lebanon and other neighbouring countries; and specific tasks for PAM in sup-

porting the humanitarian agenda. Further discussion revolved around the lack of funding for effective hu-

manitarian assistance, pointing at the need to work towards mobilizing the financial support for national 

institutions as well as regional and international humani-

tarian organizations.   

 

With H.E. Guterres, who had also just returned from a 

visit to the region, including Iraq, particular attention was 

dedicated to the situation of the refugees at the different 

borders, which were either open (Lebanon), closed or 

managed (Iraq, Jordan and Turkey), according to the dif-

ferent political positions of the aforementioned countries, 

including the recent development at the border between 

Syria and the Iraqi Kurdistan area. During the discussion, 

PAM Secretary General also raised the issue of Syrian 

asylum seekers crossing the Mediterranean and the need to ensure international support to them as well.  

 

H.E. Guterres further referred to the need to depoliticize humanitarian action, which, he added, was being 

exploited to justify either political or military intervention, thus leaving a negative impact on the relief 

agencies operating in the country. He also called on PAM to involve its counterparts in the region in order 

to collectively stress the need to facilitate cross-border operations.   

Finally, H.E. Guterres also referred to the need to foster solidarity and burden sharing among the countries 

hosting Syrian refugees, as a primary objective to address with the support of Parliamentary Diplomacy. 

H.E. Brahimi emphasized the need for PAM to continue keeping the Syrian Parliament informed on what 

is happening at the international level and 

to make a special effort to facilitate the 

dialogue between Syrian MPs and their 

counterparts in Arab countries.  

 

In the coming weeks, PAM will follow-

up its UN discussions with a meeting in 

Brussels, with the Office of Baroness 

Catherine Ashton, High Representative 

of the European Union for Foreign Af-

fairs and Security Policy. PAM has also 

established contacts with the Organiza-

tion for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons, in order to coordinate PAM’s 

activity in support of a rapid and nonvio-

lent solution of the Syrian crisis.//  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Statement by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

on the Syrian chemical weapons disposal agreement  

and the UN Report 
 

The presentation of the UN Report of the Mission to Investigate Allegations of the Use of Chemical 

Weapons in the Syrian Arab Republic, in particular on the incident of 21 August 2013 in the Ghouta 

area of Damascus, and the agreement reached by the United States of America and the Russian 

Federation  on the disposal of the Syrian chemical weapons arsenal, represent a strategic turning 

point in the internal conflict in Syria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, while reiterating unreservedly its unconditional 

condemnation of the use of chemical weapons, especially against the innocent civilian population, 

welcomes the outcome of the USA-Russia talks, being the result of the highest level of diplomacy and of a 

prevailing sense of responsibility by all the international community. The commitment by the Syrian 

authorities to fully abide by the conditions of the agreement and to accede to the Chemical Weapons 

Convention is also received as a positive development. 

  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean also wishes to highlight the role that national 

Parliaments have played in the weeks leading to the USA-Russia agreement. In their active function of one 

of the pillars of democratic governance, the Assemblies have fulfilled their task, in relation to the checks 

and balances system of the institutional powers, in the most exemplary way when major decisions had to 

be taken. 

 

The new scenario also allows for PAM to further support confidence building measures and the 

humanitarian assistance operations carried in Syria and the neighbouring countries, and takes the 

opportunity to call upon the international community to mobilize the much needed financial backing to 

support the relief work aimed at alleviating the suffering of millions of Syrian refugees and displaced 

families. 

 

Finally PAM will continue to dedicate all necessary efforts to reach in the short term a peaceful solution to 

the Syrian crisis. 

 

  

 

Malta, 17 September 2013  
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Resumption of Israeli Palestinian talks 

  
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean welcomed with great satisfaction 

the announcement by US Secretary of State, John Kerry, of the resumption of peace 

talks between Israel and the Palestinians, both active members of PAM. 

 

 In a statement issued on 20 July 

2013, following the breaking 

news, PAM expressed its full sup-

port to the agreement and al-

though in its early stages, this new 

development represents a signifi-

cant step forward especially in the 

light of the fact that the last round 

of direct negotiations broke down 

almost three years ago.  

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of 

the Mediterranean reiterates its 

commitment towards the two-state 

solution, where Palestinians and Israelis can live in a peaceful and prosperous environment for the benefit 

of current and future generations.  

 

The Middle East, a priority issue for PAM, needs to be kept continuously under the lens and especially 

now, efforts must be further increased to avoid that in the region, the few who wish to escalate tensions, 

are not allowed to undermine yet another opportunity to resume a constructive dialogue which can only 

benefit the populations of Israel, Palestine and the area.  

 

PAM is committed to continue in its endeavours to keep open its own parliamentary diplomacy channels 

to facilitate further negotiations, which on different occasions, have occurred at its events between parlia-

mentarians of both sides.   

 

PAM is also convinced that the 

countries in the Middle East 

need to overcome  through a 

dose of goodwill, historical dif-

ferences and look ahead, keep-

ing in mind that their popula-

tions do not deserve to continue 

living under the threat of  vio-

lence, terrorism, bombs, occupa-

tion, and armed conflicts in gen-

eral.  

The people of the  Middle East, 

like all Mediterranean citizens 

want peace  and  respect for 

their human dignity.// 



 5 

PAM at OSCE Regional Meeting on  

security aspects in the Mediterranean 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean Secretary General, Amb. Sergio Piazzi, recently re-

called PAM’s clear statutory position in connection with military interventions in a foreign country, in that 

it has to be subject to a mandate by the Security Council of the United Nations.   

 

Dr. Piazzi was addressing the “Regional Conference on the OSCE Code of Conduct on Politico-Military 

Aspect of Security for the Mediterranean”, held in Malta on 11-12 September 2013.  

 

In his intervention, PAM Secretary General added that operations conducted by regional organizations are 

as well to be authorized by the UN Security Council, in order to ensure the legitimacy of international ac-

tions, in accordance with the provisions of the UN Charter. He underlined that, for parliamentarians, this is 

a key responsibility tied to their function for the democratic control of armed forces and as keepers of in-

ternational law. 

 

Furthermore, Amb. Piazzi stressed the importance of ensuring coordination between the activities carried 

out by international and regional organizations dealing with the Democratic Control of Armed Forces 

(DCAF), for which reason, the Code of Conduct goes along with the general development of the Status of 

Forces Agreement (SOFAs) and Rules of Engagement (ROEs), as being continuously updated by organi-

zations such as the UN or NATO. 

 

On the DCAF, Amb. Piazzi stated that the 

topic will be proposed for the agenda of the 

next meeting of the 5+5 Dialogue parliamen-

tary dimension, which is serviced by PAM, as 

well as for future discussion within the PAM 

1st Standing Committee on Political and Se-

curity.  

 

PAM Secretary General emphasized also the 

strategic importance of PAM’s cooperation 

with OSCE and its Parliamentary Assembly, 

recalling the exemplary collaboration on the 

constitutional reform process in the BiH.  

 

During his intervention, Amb. Piazzi also re-

called the Conference on Security and Coop-

eration in the Mediterranean (CSCM), which 

is the precursor of PAM. “In light of the latest developments in the region, PAM President, Sen. Francesco 

Maria Amoruso is considering to convene the V CSCM Conference in Spring 2014, where the DCAF 

would feature among the priority topics. The CSCM event would represent a good occasion to share 

among the participants, best practices on this issue”, Dr. Piazzi commented. 

 

Finally, PAM Secretary General spoke about the forthcoming conference entitled “Parliamentary Diplo-

macy in the Mediterranean region” organized by the Hellenic Parliament, to be held in Athens on 26-27 

September 2013. This meeting will provide an opportunity to share past experiences and common prob-

lems and create opportunities for growth and dialogue. Amb. Piazzi concluded that several PAM MPs will 

address the conference, which touches upon the fundamental role and mission of the Parliamentary As-

sembly of the Mediterranean.// 



 6 

NEW PAM PERMANENT  

OBSERVER  PRESENTS LETTER 

OF NOMINATION TO DIRECTOR-

GENERAL OF UNOG 

 

Gerhard J.W. Putman-Cramer, the new 

Permanent Observer of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean to the 

United Nations Of-

fice at Geneva, today 

presented his letter 

of nomination to 

Kassym-Jomart To-

kayev, the Director-

General of the 

United Nations Of-

fice at Geneva. 

 

Prior to his appoint-

ment to Geneva, 

Amb. Putman-Cramer 

had been serving as 

Director of the Inter-

national Scientific 

Advisory Board of the 

Dubai International Humanitarian Aid and De-

velopment Conference and Exhibition, a Mem-

ber of the Advisory Expert Committee on In-

ternational Operations at the Swiss Red Cross, 

and a Senior Associate at the Global Humani-

tarian Forum since 2009.  

Upcoming Events - PAM and International Organizations 

 

7-9.10.2013 :  IPU: 129th Assembly and related meetings, Geneva 

11-14.10.2013:  NATO PA– 59th Annual Session, Dubrovnik 

28-29.10.2013:  OSCE—Mediterranean Conference on the role of Women in the public, political and economic life—Monaco 

10-14.11.2013:  PAM Parliamentary Hearing on humanitarian situation in Syria and mission in Middle East countries - 

  Amman, Ramallah, Jerusalem, Cairo 

13.11.2013:  Conference of Mediterranean network of science, the Inter-Academic Group for Development, Malta 

13-14.11.2013:  Observatory for Development of the Mediterranean (ODMED) - Malta 

21-24.11.2013:  MCA—4th Meeting “Mediterranean Dialoges: citizenship and conflicts” - Istanbul 

27-29.11.2013:  European Parliament: Women in Parliaments Global Forum—Annual Summit—Brussels 

29.11.2013:  IPA CIS: 39th Plenary Session of the Interparliamentary Assembly of CIS Member States, St. Petersburg 

 

End November: PAM High Level Meetings with UN senior Officials and Security Council, US Congress and Senate,  

  and State Department—New York, Washington  

From 1975 to 2009, Mr. Putman-Cramer worked for 

the United Nations in various capacities. He was 

Deputy Director and Chief of the Emergency Ser-

vices Branch of the Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs in Geneva from 2001 to 2009, 

and was Chief of the Disaster Response Branch from 

1996 to 2001. He worked with the United Nations 

Department of Humanitarian Affairs from 1992 to 

1996, and from 1991 to 1992, he worked with the 

United Nations Inter-Agency Humanitarian Pro-

gramme for Iraq, Kuwait 

and the Iraq/Turkey and 

Iraq/Iran border areas.  

 

He joined the United Na-

tions Development Pro-

gramme in 1975 and 

worked both at headquar-

ters in New York and in the 

field with the Programme 

until 1991.  

 

Mr. Putman-Cramer was 

born in Canberra, Australia 

on 7 July, 1949, and is a 

national of the Netherlands. 

He has a B.A. from Bed-

ford College, the University of London (1969 to 

1972) and various post graduate diplomas in eco-

nomic development, international relations and po-

litical science. He is married with two daughters.//  
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PAM stresses the role of National Parliaments in the  

establishment of national energy regulatory authorities 
 

 

Senator Lhou Lmarbouh (Morocco) has participated on behalf of the Parliamentary As-

sembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) at the 3rd MEDREG-IMME Seminar on Reform and 

Opening of Maghreb Electricity Markets, held in Tunis on 11-12 September, 2013. The 

event discussed primarily the progressive integration of the electricity markets of Algeria, 

Morocco and Tunisia within the internal electricity market of the European Union.  
 

Energy issues are among the priority topics of the PAM Panel on Trade and Investments in the Mediterra-

nean, which is handled through the Working Group on Sustainable Development aimed also at tackling the 

various aspects related to the development of a coordinated network of legislations and further structured 

cooperation in renewable and green energy.  

 

In his intervention at 

the first session of the 

Seminar, dedicated to 

the setting-up and the 

missions of regulatory 

authorities in the 

phase of opening up 

competition, Sen. 

Lmarbouh underlined 

that energy represents 

a crucial resource par-

ticularly in the Medi-

terranean region, not 

only in relation to 

economic develop-

ment but also with 

political stability 

within the national 

borders and in the re-

gion as a whole.  

 

“For this reason, the role of national and regional parliaments acquires a strong strategic importance in 

contributing in the process of the establishment of independent regulatory authorities in order to guarantee 

a stable, efficient and integrated energy market in the Mediterranean region”, Sen. Lmarbouh added.  

 

In the conclusions of the seminar, Eng. Alessandro Ortis, MEDREG Honorary President and Co-Chairman 

of the PAM Panel, remarked that the energy sector needs further integration at the South-South and North-

South levels, and while traditional resources must be better managed, more work is needed to strengthen 

the distribution network to guarantee a solid, efficient and functional grid to support local and regional 

economic and social development.// 

From left: Sen. L. Lmarbouh (Morocco), Mrs. Teresa Ribeiro (UfM), Eng. Alessandro Ortis (Italy)  
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THE PAM PRIZE 

EXCELLENCE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

to be awarded on the occasion of the  VIII PAM Plenary Session  

20-22 January, 2014 - Marseille, France 

”To reward individuals, organizations and institutions who have demonstrated through their work, strong 

and visible commitment, outstanding achievement and active promotion of the Mediterranean ideals, as 

envisioned by the statutes and mission statement of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean” 

THE AWARD 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean annually recognizes the work of organizations and personalities 

from the political, economic, social, cultural, scientific, sport, journalism and artistic community who contribute 

through their action to establish bridges among the peoples of the region so as to foster understanding, mutual 

respect, socio-economic cooperation, political dialogue, confidence building and conflict solution.  

PARTICIPATION 

Participation is open to any individual, institution and organization (including non-profit entities) in any of the 

Member States of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.  

Applications on the proper form are to be submitted to the respective national PAM Parliamentary Group. 

Application Forms may be downloaded from the PAM website www.pam.int. 

Deadline for this year is 30 November, and completed application forms are to be addressed to the relevant national 

PAM parliamentary Focal Point or directly to PAM.  

   PAM PRIZE ROLL OF HONOUR FOR  2012 

 

H.E. M. Mustapha Ben Jaafar, President of the Constituent National Assembly on behalf 

of the Tunisian People 

Hon. Mohammed Idrissi Titni Alaoui (late), PAM 3rd Standing Committee 

Hon. Anton Tabone, Former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Malta 

Hon. Dr. Kjandeh K. Yumkella, UNIDO Director-General 

Hon. Mavroudis Voridis, Greek MP 

Mrs. Marilena Sokianou, House of Europe, Rhodes, Greece 

Mrs. Aliki Moschis-Gauguet, Rhodes, Greece 

Dr. Jadranka Radovanic & Dr. Rodolfo Giampieri, Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cham-

bers of Commerce 

 

SPECIAL MEMENTOS 

A special memento was also awarded to the outgoing PAM President, the members of the 

Bureau and the rapporteurs for the period 2010-2012 

For further Information contact: 

  

The PAM Secretariat 

PAM PRIZE Committee 

Palazzo Spinola  

St. George’s Road 

St. Julians STJ 3207 

Malta 

  

Tel: +356 22 48 42 00 

Fax: +356 22 48 42 15 

E-mail: secretariat@pam.int 

Website: www.pam.int 

Palazzo Spinola, St. Julians Malta   -   www.pam.int -   info@pam.int -   Tel: (356) 2248 4218 

http://www.pam.int
mailto:secretariat@pam.int
http://www.pam.int

