
 A year has passed 

since the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Mediterra-
nean established a fully 
fledged Secretariat which is 
hosted in the historical Pa-
lazzo Spinola offered by the 
Maltese Government and 
people. 

After the official 
launching of PAM in Am-
man in September 2006, all 
member states worked hard 
to give this parliamentary 
forum a centrifugal centre 
of operations which could 
operate in support of the 
Assembly, the Bureau, the 
Standing Committees, other 
working groups and most 
of all in the interest of every 
single citizen of the Medi-
terranean region repre-
sented by the respective 
national parliamentary dele-
gations accredited to PAM.   

This Newsletter is 
meant to be another tool 
for the Assembly and its 
Secretariat to further imple-
ment the Communications 
Strategy, increase PAM’s 
visibility and promote the 
sterling work of our collec-
tive endeavours.  And may I 
add how satisfied we are 
with the impressive interest 
that our website has genera-
ted since it went public. 
Almost 200,000 hits in just 
a few months, which means 

that our compass has been 
set on the right bearings. 
After long and constructive 
debates, it was decided to 
concentrate the operational 
arm of the Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Diplomacy 
on the island of Malta, a 
country which has proved 
to be in a position to ab-
sorb over the centuries the 
diverse cultural heritage 
from all corners of our sea, 
cultivate them and flourish 
them.  

Malta is, in a way, 
the synthesis where North 
and South, West and East 
meet and bounce back to 
their origins enriched and 
positively contaminated by 
the Others’ vision towards 
the common values of the 
region.  

Under my Presi-
dency, in 2008 the Bureau 
members and the national 
delegations  have been par-
ticularly active and have 
produced not only a sub-
stantial amount of re-
searched and thought docu-
mentation also thanks to 
the result of a lively, open 
and critical debate, but 
most of all it has been re-
peatedly emphasised how 
important it is that we, the 
Mediterraneans, are capable 
of discussing our own roles 
within the regional, sub-
regional and the wider lo-

gics of international dynam-
ics. The proactive approach 
resulting from the work 
carried out during this stra-
tegic year for PAM will be 
amply exposed during the 
forthcoming Plenary Ses-
sion of the Assembly in the 
Principality of Monaco.  

Another aspect 
which I really wish to un-
derline is the total respect, 
understanding and open-
ness that every single dele-
gate has shown towards his 
colleagues from which ever 
country they come from, 
and this goes beyond the 
statutory provisions that 
put every country on an 
equal footing whatever the 
geographical size, whatever 
the economic power.  

 I am the first PAM 
President, and I cannot 
express sufficiently how 
honoured I am to serve a 
community of just under 
500 million people, who 
have decided to have a sin-
gle common voice. Surely I 
must thank all Mediterra-
nean colleagues for their 
trust and continued support 
and a sincere thank you 
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SECRETARIAT 

 It is with great 

pleasure that the PAM Secre-
tariat is launching this news-
letter, another small contribu-
tion in the dissemination of 
the activities of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean. We are proud 
to say that the PAM Member 
States have  been actively 
following the dynamic output 
of the young and small Secre-
tariat based in Malta.  

 The setting up of a 
team working in the back-
ground in order to serve as a 
unifying platform for the 
implementation of PAM’s 
objectives has proved to be 
an indispensible tool for 
Mediterranean diplomacy. 
Parliaments from Member 
States must continue to sup-
port the Assembly as an insti-
tution specifically dedicated 
to the needs of the Mediter-
ranean peoples and provide 
all the necessary means so 
that the Secretariat strength-
ens its services and initiatives.  

 Since November 
2007, the Secretariat organ-
ized 13 meetings for the Bu-
reau, the Standing Commit-
tees, the Ad  Hoc Committee 

 

 The voice of parliamentary diplomacy in the mediterranean 
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Pix. 1  

The Hon. Abdelwahed Radi, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean at the Second Plenary Session held on 22 – 24 No-
vember 2007 in Malta. 

Pix. 2 

Inauguration of PAM Headquarters in Malta. From left: Sergio Piazzi, Pam Secretary General; Hon. Anton Tabone, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Malta; H.E. Eddie Fenech Adami, President of the Republic of Malta; . Abdelwahed Radi, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean (22 November 2007). 

Pix.3  

The Hon. Abdelwahed Radi, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the Hon. Tonio Borg, Minister of the Interior, 
Malta exchanging documents at the signing ceremony for the PAM HQ premises at Palazzo Spinola in St Julians, Malta. (22 November 2007) 

Pix. 4 

Second Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean on 22-24 November 2007 in Malta.  

Inauguration of PAM Headquarters  

Palazzo Spinola in  Malta  

(November 2007) 
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A YEAR OF ACHIEVEMENTS FOR PAM STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

The Standing Committees of PAM have met twice during 2008 and the discussions have resulted in the following list 
of  priority areas over which during the next years there will be further work. Debates will continue while at the same 
time more research for specific and detailed reports will be taken in hand in order to inform the activities of the Stan-
ding Committees themselves, the Bureau and the Assembly. This is just a summary of the outcome of the discussions. 
More in depth information is available on the website www.apm.org.mt where one can find all the detailed executive 
reports of the respective Committees.   

 

1st Standing Committee 

 

Support the peace process in the Middle East and contribute to finding a lasting solution to the Palestine-Israeli conflict 
Combat terrorism through examination of root causes 
Consideration of the preparation of a report on organized crime by the Committee in the 2009 agenda 
Develop theme of access to sustainable energy as a human right 
Work to ensure energy security through: development of a regional energy strategy, the reduction of energy consumption, 
and the generating of energy through use of renewable and sustainable resources 

 

2nd Standing Committee 

 

Bridging the economic gap and demographic disparity between North and South through attracting foreign investment to 
the source in addition to exchanging resources between North and South 
Organization of high-level Mediterranean forum in 2009 by the Secretariat based on activities of the 2nd Standing Committee 
(possibly in collaboration with the World Bank) 
Water management must develop from a long-term perspective and be seen as a strategic issue.  It should involve the devel-
opment of trans-boundary water management projects that could cut consumption by up to 25% through efforts involving 
preservation and restoration of water while continuing to take into account demography and population concentrations.  
Make the environment a priority issue on the national agendas of governments 
Make efficient use of the renewable resources (especially wind and solar) available in the Mediterranean and invest in the 
necessary technology. 
Development of a recommendation to be submitted to the EU and UN recognizing “environmental refugees” in interna-
tional conventions as those which must leave their homeland due to climate change  

 

3rd Standing Committee 

 

PAM visibility should be enhanced through the creation of youth networks, concerts and visits to various Mediterranean 
cities, as well as including the “Mediterranean Day”, March 21st, as part of the communications strategy. 
Key issues discussed in the report on Gender and Equality include reproductive health, economic, political and educational 
empowerment, the submission of a report referencing the plight of Palestinian women in the occupied Territories, etc., as 
well as the organization of a database for the members of PAM containing statistics, legislative frameworks of member 
states, progress made and the current situation and indicators regarding gender issues, including statistics on the participation 
of women in politics as a step towards correcting the imbalances between men and women at high decision-making levels 
Adoption of the “Fez programme” 
Migration shall be addressed in tandem with co-development, through shared responsibility with the North, protection of 
the rights of immigrants, and the development of regional policy to manage migration which takes sustainable development 
into account as key to long-term management 

 



PORTRAIT OF A PAM MP  PAM’s major assets are the qualities of the deputy 
of each national parliamentary delegation of the Member 
States.  This is mainly because they are the direct represen-
tation of their constituents, giving them a voice in the in-
ternational fora. 

 On the other hand, they carry a wealth of knowl-

edge and expertise in different fields which finds a natural 

arena for dialogue within PAM’s platform.  It is our inten-

tion to highlight the careers of the members of our Assem-

The Hon. Mohamed M. Abou El-
Enein is one of the Vice-
Presidents of PAM representing 
the countries on the southern side 
of the Mediterranean and the 
Head of the Egyptian Delegation. 
A graduate in Business Admini-
stration, Mr. El-Enein is a very 
active member of the Egyptian 
People’s Assembly, and he is also 
a successful entrepreneur in the 

industrial, agricultural and tourism sectors. 
Mr. El-Enein has also offered to work on an important 
report and resolution on Energy which were endorsed in 
Malta by the 1st Standing Committee. 
His dedication towards the development of economic 
relations and his particular interest in energy-related is-
sues are exemplary and should be viewed as a model for 
those who wish to see the Mediterranean region prosper 
at all levels for the benefit of all citizens from North to 
South and from East to West. 

 

PROFESSIONAL CAREER 

1983    Founded Ceramica Cleopatra. It ex 
  ports to over 100 countries worldwide. 
1987   Founded Cleopatra Agricultural Devel
  opment and    Animal Poultry Division 
  (CAPAD).  
1994    Founded Cleopatra Silicon Valley, a  
  smart card manufacturing company. 
1995    Founded Cleopatra for Integrated  
  Development & Tourism Projects  
  (CIDTP), which is currently develop 
  ing a number of exclusive resorts along 
  the Red Sea coast. 
1998   Founded Cleopatra Mineral Resources 
  (CMS). 
1998   Founded Cleopatra Industrial  
  Megaprojects Eldorado, with rights to 
  undertake development of an Indus 
  trial Park. 
 

POLITICAL CAREER 

1984   Member of the Economic Committee 
  in the National Democratic Party 

1995  Appointed by the President to become 
  a member of the Egyptian People’s  
  Assembly 

Hon. Mohammed M. Abou El-Enein 

2000   Elected as a member of the Egyptian People’s  

           Assembly (South Giza District) 

2000-2005  Head of the Housing, Public Utilities And Con
  struction Committee in the Egyptian 

            People’s Assembly 

2005  Re-elected as a member of the Egyptian  People’s  
  Assembly 

2005-present  Head of the Industry and Energy Committee in 
  the Egyptian People’s Assembly. 

  Elected as best appointed MP in the People’s 
 Assembly in over 50 years and second best MP in 
 the last two terms. 

He has presented 7 draft laws, 4 of them to promote scientific re-
search and innovation.  
 

POLITICAL POSITIONS 

Head of the Industrial, Energy Committee in the Egyptian People’s 
Assembly 

Member of the Egyptian People’s Assembly 

President of the Egyptian European Council 

Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

He held an honourable position during the discussions of th Comit-
tee on Political Affairs and the Bureau of the Euro-Mediterranean 
Parliamentary Assembly. 

Head of the International Committee on Solving the Landmines 
Problem – EMPA. 

Member of the Economic Committee and the Supreme Council for 
Policies in the National Democratic Party 

President of the Egyptian-Italian Parliamentary Fellowship Associa-
tion. 

Chairman of Group Cleopatra (Industrial, Agricultural and Tourism 
sectors) 

Egyptian-Italian Parliamentary Friendship Association 

President of the Egyptian-Libyan Fellowship Society 

Chairman of Group Cleopatra (Industrial, Agricultural and Tourism 
sectors) 

Egyptian-Italian Parliamentary Friendship Association 

President of the Egyptian-Libyan Fellowship Society 
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PORTRAIT OF A PAM MP 
also to the Secretary General, Sergio Piazzi of you 

have given concrete proof that achievements are the result of 
ownership and personal in the first instance, while funds (as 

usually very limited) can only contribute to build on where the 

human arms cannot possibly reach out.  

Finally, I wish to encourage my colleagues to continue 

on this path, as these efforts and vision will surely constitute a 
line of continuity. They have to remain dynamic and act as 

progressive inspirational figures now that PAM has establis-

hed itself and has been rocketed towards further heights and 

whose role has been rubber stamped and reiterated on a 

number of occasions by the actors that really count on the 

Mediterranean Parliamentary Diplomacy stage. For example 

on the personal invitation of French President HE Nicolas Sar-

kozy, I represented PAM at the historical Paris Summit where 

the Union for the Mediterranean was launched. Our presence 

there is a tangible achievement for our efforts to secure the 

highest possible level of synergies between those who are 

focussing their attention on the Mediterranean. Other nations 
and important international organisations have understood 

that PAM exists for real and have started to think in terms of 

closer cooperation and partnerships where these can be valid 

initiatives that benefit a wider spectrum of interrelated issues.  

 

Our dream is to see that waves of change turnthe 

Mediterranean into a Sea of Unity and it is my opinion, which I 

am convinced is shared by one and all in the Mediterranean 

family, that PAM is the network over which the principles of 

peace, security and stability can navigate and forge a regional-
ly owned project based on the visionary ideals which are a 

common trait in each and every single molecule of the Medi-

terranean Sea. 

 

 

ECONOMIC POSITIONS 

Chairman of the Board of the Egyptian European Council 

Vice-Chairman of the Arab Investors Forum 

Head of the Investors General Branch of the Chambers of 

Commerce’s General Union 

Chairman of the Joint Egyptian-Libyan Economic Chamber 

Chairman of the Joint Egyptian-Iraqi Business Council 

Member of the Egyptian-Italian Business Council 

Chairman of Group Cleopatra (Industrial, Agricultural and 

Tourism sectors)  

 

SOCIAL APPOINTMENTS 

Chairman of the Abou el Enein Charitable Organization. 
Elected best businessman serving the people in 2000 & 2001 in 
a referendum organized by Middle East Radio Network.  Al 
Ahram newspaper chose him as the best social personality in 
2007.Board member of the Arab Thought ForumMember of 
the Egyptian Council of Foreign RelationsBoard member of 
the Advisory and Technical Committee of the National Coun-
cil for Childhood and MotherhoodBoard member of the Gen-
eral Authority for Illiteracy Elimination and Adult Education-
Board member of the Sporting Union of Universities  

The Hon. El-Enein presenting the report on “Energy” 
to members of the 1st Standing Committee  in Malta, 
September 2008. Flanked by Hon.  Suleiman Ghneimat 
and Dr Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary General. 

The Hon. Radi shaking hands with H.E. Dr E. Fenech   
Adami, President of the Republic of Malta, with the Hon. 
Anton Tabone, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Malta, looking on. 

Forward by President Hon. Abdelwahed Radi (cont. from Page 1) 
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PORTRAIT OF A PAM MP 

The Hon. Elsa Papade-
metriou, Vice-President of the 
Greek Parliament, is a lady of 
many talents, but above all she 
is a leading figure in parlia-
mentary diplomacy in Europe 
and the Mediterranean. 
An architect by profession, 
Ms. Papademetriou is also 
currently playing an important 
role in PAM as one of its Vice
-Presidents and as Rapporteur 

of the Special Task Force on Environment and Climate 
Change. 
What follows is a general overview of her professional 
and political career spanning over a period of forty three 
years, a role inspired by a lifelong commitment to local, 
regional and international affairs. 
 

Political career 

1984 – 2004            Member of the New Democratic  
  Party and member of its Political  
  Council 

 

Governmental appointments 

 

1992 - 93    Secretary General for Environ 
  ment and Planning (Hellenic Min 
  istry of Environment, Planning   
  and Public Works) 

1989 - 92  Secretary General for the Region  
  of Central Greece (Hellenic Minis 
  try of Internal Affairs) 

 

Parliamentary memberships/committees/posts 

 

2007-present 2nd Vice President of the Greek  
  Parliament 

2007 -present  President of the Standing Com 
  mittee on European Affairs 

2006 - 07  President of the Committee on  
  Migration 

2001 - 04  Member of the Standing Commit 
  tee on European Affairs 

1998 - 2000 Vice President of the Parliamentary  
  Committee for Technology  
  Assessment 

1997 - present Member of GLOBE 

Hon. Mrs. Elissavet Papademetriou 

1995 - 99  President of the New Democracy   
  Group for Culture 

1994 - 95  Vice President of the Parliamentary   
  Committee for Women 

1993 - 95  President of the New Democracy Group for  
  Environment and Planning 

1993 - 2007 Member of the Standing Committee of  
  Economic Affairs 

 

International memberships/committees 

  

2008-2009  Vice President of I.P.U. 

2007 – present    Honorary Life – Member of the Parlia
   mentary Assembly of the CoE  

2005 - 07  Vice President of the Parliamentary As
   sembly of CoE 

2005 - present  Vice President of the Parliamentary As
   sembly of the Mediterranean 

2005 - 07  Vice President of the Parliamentary As
   sembly of W.E.U. 

2005 - present  Member of the Executive Committee of 
   I.P.U. 

2004 - 07  President of the Greek Delegation to 
   CoE 

2004 - present  Head of the Greek Delegation to I.P.U. 

2004 - present  Head of the Greek Delegation to  
   P.A.M. 

2004 - 07  Head of the Greek Delegation to  
   W.E.U. 

2003   Member of the Executive Board of  
   P.G.A. 

2002 - 2003  Member of the International Council of 
   P.G.A. and Member of the EURO- 
   MED Parliamentary Forum 

2001    Elected Vice President of the First  
   Committee of the I.P.U. 

2000   Member of the Greek Delegation of the 
   Inter Parliamentary Union 

1999    Initiative for Turkish-Greek Parliamen
   tarians’ Cooperation 

 

 

Honoraria 

 

Honorary Member of the Greek Architectural Society 

Honorary Member of the Greek American Union 

Honorary Academic Member of the Italian American Union 
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The Hon. E. Papademetriou with the 
Hon. Rudy Salles (left), the Hon. Radi 
(PAM President), the Hon. El-Enein 
(Egypt), the Hon. Anton Tabone 
(Speaker of the Malta House of Repre-
sentatives) and Senator Learco Saporito 
(Italy) ( President 3rd Standing Com-
mittee) at the Malta Plenary Session of 
2007.  

 

on the Middle East, and the Special Task Forces. 

Last but not least, since September the Secretariat team was fully dedicated to the organisation of the Plenary Session in Monaco, 
in close collaboration with the National Council who are generously hosting the 3 day meeting dedicated to the Mediterranean. 

 

On behalf of the President and the Bureau I would like to thank the National Council for their sterling work in the coordination of 
such an important event for the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.  

 

 The year 2008 has been a fruitful year and I am confident that next year we will continue to bear the fruit of the spirit 
with which all delegations from around the Mediterranean have decided to participate and involve themselves in the discussions 
and proposals within all the organs of PAM.  

PAM PRIZE 2008 AWARDED TO  

FRENCH CONDUCTOR 

Mr. Philippe Bender, conductor and artistic director of the Cannes-
Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur Regional Orchestra, was the recipient of 
the PAM Prize for Dialogue in recognition of his exceptional contribution 
to the promotion of dialogue between the cultures of the Mediterranean 
through the universal medium of music and the active participation of 
the youth in the region. His work with the Orchestre des Jeunes de la 
Méditerranée Provence-Alpes- Côte d’Azur (OJMPACA) directly serves to 
pursue the objectives of using music to service Mediterranean dialogue.   

A Dynamic Secretariat—continued from page 1   

Page 7  

Contacts: 

PAM Secretariat 

Palazzo Spinola 

St. Julians – STJ3207  

Malta 

Tel: +356 2248 4200 

Tel: +356 2248 4218 

Fax: +356 2248 4215 

E-mail: 

secretariat@apm.org.mt 
info@apm.org.mt 

Website:  www.apm.org.mt 


