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VI 
 PLENARY SESSION OF 

THE PARLIAMENTARY 

ASSEMBLY OF THE 

MEDITERRANEAN GATHERS IN 

PALERMO, ITALY, TO ADDRESS 

CURRENT CHALLENGES OF THE 

REGION.  
 

The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary As-

sembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) will be held 

in Palermo, Italy, on 29 October 2011. It will be 

preceded by the 6th Meeting of the Standing Com-

mittees on 27-28 October. The Plenary Session 

will be hosted by the Presidents of the Italian Sen-

ate and Chamber of Deputies, Hon. Renato Schi-

fani and Hon. Gianfranco Fini respectively. 

 

For PAM this is a particularly challenging year 

following the developments in some member 

states on the Southern shore of the Mediterranean.  

The Plenary Session will represent an ideal re-

gional forum where parliamentarians will have the 
opportunity to focus on the most important issues 

that require immediate attention and action. The 

debate will focus on the future of the region and 

the aspirations of the peoples who have under-

taken the process for a more participative govern-

ance of their countries.  

 

The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary As-

sembly of the Mediterranean will also elect the 

new President to replace H.E. Abdelwahed Radi 

(Morocco), who has completed his term in Office. 
Meanwhile H.E. Radi has been elected to the pres-
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tigious post of President of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union, the international body gath-

ering all the National Parliaments of the world. 

The delegates will also adopt the draft reports and 

resolutions, which were presented during the 

meeting of the Special Task Forces (Dubrovnik, 

Croatia, 19-20 June 2011), and which will be fur-

ther debated for their final tuning during the meet-

ings of the Standing Committees prior to the As-

sembly.  

In Palermo, PAM members will deliberate on a 

wide range of issues, such as the Peace Process in 

the Middle East, the democratic transition in 

North Africa, vis-à-vis Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, 

the situation in Syria, the constitutional reform 
process in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and also the 

need to support sustainable socio-economic de-

velopment in the region.  

 

The delegates will also be addressed by a number 

of high-level speakers. Representatives from in-

ternational organizations such as the UN, FAO, 

PUIC, the Arab League, and OSCE will also be 

attending. // 
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PAM PRESIDENT  

H.E. ABDELWAHED RADI 

 ELECTED IPU PRESIDENT 
 

The Bureau, the members and the Secretariat of the Parliamen-

tary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) have warmly con-

gratulated H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco), upon his election 

to President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).  

The election took place during the 189th Session of the Governing 

Council of the IPU in Bern, Switzerland on 19 October. 

President Radi is among the forefathers of the PAM and has always 

been directly and actively involved both at national and regional level on issues related to the Mediter-

ranean region, towards which he nurtures a unique interest.  

PAM wishes H.E. Radi a successful tenure and takes the opportunity to express its full support and co-

operation for the benefit of the furtherance of the democratic values and parliamentary representation of 

the citizens of the IPU member states and of the Mediterranean region in particular.// 

 

PAM PLENARY TO ELECT NEW ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT IN PALERMO 

 

The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will elect the 

new President following the election of H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco) to the prestigious 

post of President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union.  

 

The new President, according to the Assembly’s Statutes, will be representing the Southern Medi-

terranean Geo-political Group for the remaining one year of the two year term of the presidency. 

PAM regulations state that the Presidency is held on alternate terms by a parliamentarian from the 

Northern and Southern Geo-political groups of the Assembly respectively.  

 

The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean will also elect the 

new President to replace H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco) who has completed his term in Office.  

Prior to the Plenary Session, to be held on 29 October, the delegations from the South will choose 

their candidate who will eventually be proposed for the approval by all the delegations present dur-

ing the Plenary Session.  

 

H.E. A. Radi, was the first President of PAM, being elected to the post on 11 September 2006. He 

was followed by Hon. Rudy Salles (France) for 2009-2010, and Hon. Mohammed Abu El Enein 

(Egypt) for 2011-2012. H.E. Radi was again proposed for the Presidency following the resignation 

of Hon. El Enein.// 
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PAM at the 66th UNITED 

NATIONS GENERAL  

ASSEMBLY  

 
The Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean (PAM), an Observer to the UN 

General Assembly, participated with a high-level 

delegation to the 66th General Assembly which 

was held in New York. PAM was represented by 

the Vice-Presidents, Senator Francesco Maria 

Amoruso (Italy), Hon. Majalli Whbee, Israel, 

PAM Vice President and Vice President of the 

Knesset, Hon. George Vella, Malta, Head of the 

PAM Ad hoc Standing Committee on the Middle 

East, Hon. Rudy Salles, France, PAM Honorary 

President and the Secretary General, Dr. Sergio 

Piazzi.  
 

On this occasion PAM attended, inter alia, the 

interventions of Palestine, Egypt, Tunisia, Syria and 

Libya. Furthermore the PAM High-Level delegation 

also participated in the Meeting on Libya, which was 

held on the margins of the UNGA segment meetings, 

under the auspices of the UN General-Secretary, 

H.E. Mr Ban Ki-moon. 

  

The members of the PAM 

delegation also presented 

PAM’s specific actions on 

issues addressed by the 

“High-level Meeting on 

the prevention and control 

of non-communicable 

diseases” on 19-20 

September, and in the 

High-level meeting on the 

theme “Addressing 

desertification, land 

degradation and drought 

in the context of 

sustainable development 

and poverty 

eradication” on 20 

September.  

 

The PAM delegation  also 

had meetings with the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of Bosnia-

Herzegovina, H.E. Mr. Alkalaj, together with  Hon. 

Riccardo Migliori, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Vice President, who is currently coordinating 

OSCE PA Electoral Observation Mission 

preparations for the forthcoming elections for a 

Constituent Assembly in Tunisia, which took place 

a few days ago, to discuss, inter alia, the 

preparations for the meeting on the process of 

constitutional reform in BiH to be held in Malta, in 

cooperation with the UN and the OSCE, next 12 

December, as well as other key regional issues.   

Bilateral meetings were held with  UN Senior 

Officials and Representatives of the Palestinian, 

Libyan and Lebanese delegations.  

 

 

PAM Bureau members also visited Washington for 

a series of meetings with, inter alia, with High-level 

UN Senior Officials. 

 

The PAM delegation also paid a visit to the US 

Administration and Congress in Washington D.C. 

from 21 to 22 September for in-depth bilateral 

consultations on key issues such as the Peace 

Process in the Middle-East, the democratic 

transition in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, the political 
 

 

 

Hon. George Vella (Malta), Hon. Whbee Majalli (Israel), US Congressman 

Dan Burton, Sen. Francesco Maria Amoruso (Italy), Dr. Sergio Piazzi 
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Disasters can bring forward positive reflections and actions  
 

Environmental issues related to oil pollution in the Mediterranean were addressed by the Confer-

ence entitled “Oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico: is the Mediterranean ready?”, held in Rome on 18 

May, 2011, by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, under the auspices of the Italian 

Parliament, and in collaboration with the Office of the Prime Minister of Italy – Department of 

Civil Protection.  

Mediterranean parliamentarians, institutional and private sector officials and representatives of NGOs 

with direct interest in oil resources exploitation and environmental protection have contributed with tech-

nical information, statistics and stand-by arrangements on topics such as national emergency plans and 

current legislative frameworks adopted in the region. The current Italian national emergency plan was 

presented in great detail and provided comparative elements to all other national delegations. ENI, the 

Italian National Energy Company, provided a general overview of oil and gas related activities in the 

Mediterranean, including on the risk inherent to deep sea drilling, as well as the current projects being 

implemented to upgrade oil rig technologies in order to increase safety for the crews and the environ-

ment, detailing also the Emergency Response Procedures the Company has in place.  

In his concluding remarks, Hon. Nikolaos Nikolopoulos (Greece), PAM Rapporteur on Environmental 

Issues, highlighted the main aspects that need to be considered at the regional level in a long term coordi-

nated prevention and contingency plan. The Greek parliamentarian referred to existing risks in the re-

gion, such as earthquakes, volcano eruptions, intense traffic of commodities and oil products. “The risk 

of collision of ships, with an average of 60 accidents per year, is very high, and we must also pursue le-

gal action more actively against intentional pollution of the seas”, Hon. Nikolopoulos added.  

The PAM Rapporteur pointed out that an oil spill accident in the Mediterranean, similar to the one in the 

Gulf of Mexico, would affect 20 per cent of the basin, which, apart from the environmental disaster, 

would also have an enormous toll on many sectors of the economy, such as tourism, desalinization of sea 

water, and fisheries. He emphasized the importance of the role of parliamentarians in raising awareness 

through the collaboration with the civil society about the risks and the level of preparedness, as well as 

the importance to debate, and possibly legislate, on the use of dispersants in case of emergencies. 

Hon. Nikolopoulos insisted that parliamentarians should address these issues now, in order to have in 

place the necessary tools and structures for immediate intervention in case of accidents. He also invited 

the participants to contribute actively in the finalization of his report and resolution, which, he will be 

further amend and enrich after the Rome meeting, before its submission to the PAM Plenary session to 

be held in Palermo, Italy, on 27-29 October, 2011. 

Finally he assured the participants that PAM will continue to work with all public and private stake-

holders on this specific topic, as it is a vital issue given the oil related activities, such as exploration, re-

fining and transportation, taking place in the closed seas of the Mediterranean.  

The event, took place under the framework of the Special Task Force on Environment within PAM’s 2nd 

Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation, presided by Senator Fran-

cesco Maria Amoruso (Italy). PAM had been requested by the Union for the Mediterranean, and by Ital-

ian Foreign Minister, Hon. Franco Frattini, to dedicate particular attention to this environmental threat, 

which is of crucial importance to the Mediterranean Sea, as a result of oil related activities, as well as due 

to the critical mass of oil products transported in the basin. 

Participants: MPs from Cyprus, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Morocco, Italian Civil Protection, Euro-

pean Commission, ENI, UN/REMPEC, Italian Directorate for Mining and Energy resources, Ministry of 

Economic Development, WWF Italy, Italian Authority for Energy and Gas,  International Ocean Institute 

(IOI), UNESCO, Mediterranean Operational Oceanography Network (MOON), Gargano National Park, 

Nitti Institute for Higher Education. // 
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PAM MISSION  

TO TUNISIA 
 

A delegation from the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean, com-

posed of Hon. Askin Asan (Turkey), 

PAM Vice-President, Hon. Rudy Salles 

(France), PAM Honorary President, 

and Dr. Sergio Piazzi, PAM Secretary 

General, has paid a visit to Tunisia on 

13-14 March, 2011. It was the first trip 

in a series of missions, that PAM has 

programmed in the region, including 

Egypt and Libya, following the events 

that have taken place in these coun-

tries. 

 

In Tunisia, meetings were held with the 
President of the Republic, H.E. Foued Me-
bazaa, and the State Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, H.E. Radhouane Nouicer. The 
PAM delegation and the Tunisian authori-
ties discussed the current process of politi-
cal transformation in the Maghreb country 
and in the region in general. Discussions 
also touched upon the work of the High 
Committee and the National Commis-
sions, whose work led to the election of 
the Constituent Assembly a few days ago.   

 

The Tunisian Head of State and the State 
Secretary expressed their interest in work-
ing in close liaison with the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean, and they 
also showed their appreciation to any sup-
port PAM can provide both in connection 
with the current process, and through a 
monitoring mission in the future, when 
new elections are held. 

 

Current issues were also at the centre of 
discussions the PAM representatives had 
with two of the members of the Tunisian 
Parliament’s Delegation to PAM, namely 
Hon. Houda Bizid Blaeich (former PAM 

Vice-President) and Hon. Ridha Bouargoub, as 
well as the Ambassadors of Turkey and France 
in Tunisia, and representatives of the Civil So-
ciety.  

 

from p. 3 

 

PAM AT THE  66th UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

situation in Syria and appropriate strategies to ensure the 

sustainable development of the Mediterranean. 

The Secretary General of PAM, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, also 

addressed the high-level meeting on the role of the 

“Parliamentary Forum for Democracy” in strengthening 

freedom and democratic governance, which was held in 

Washington DC. The meeting was attended by US 

Congressmen and high-level representatives of PAM 

member and partner governments and Parliaments, 

including those from the South of the Mediterranean. Dr. 

Piazzi give an overview of  the role of PAM in assisting 

democratic transition and governance, notably in the 

Southern shore of the Mediterranean.// 
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PAM repository of all matters pertaining to the Mediterranean –  

National and Regional Parliaments’ Secretaries General meet in Paris 
 

The Secretaries General of the National and Regional Parliaments of the countries bordering the 

Mediterranean agreed on the unique role of International Parliaments and other Institutions sharing 

the same objectives and values, for the good of the Mediterranean peoples. The Secretaries General 

also expressed their concern on the current dramatic events in the region, during a meeting hosted 

by the French Senate, in Paris, on 28 February 2011.  

 

The main topics on the agenda covered, among others, the “Inter-parliamentary cooperation in the Mediter-

ranean Area”, “The status of National Parliaments within the Institutions” and the “Functioning of delega-

tions in inter-parliamentary organizations”. 

The SG’s were welcomed by Mr. Alain Delcamp, Secretary General of the French Senate, who referred to 

the current delicate period of transition in the region. He also recalled the cooperation framework for the 

Secretaries General set up in Istanbul, Turkey, in 2009, on the occasion of the 1st PAM Secretaries General 

Meeting held as part of the IV PAM Plenary Session, with the objective of constructing a shared area of 

peace and prosperity in the Mediterranean.   

The participants were also addressed by Dr. Hanaoui Amrani (Algeria), Secretary General of the National 

Council of Algeria and President of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments of the Inter-

Parliamentary Union (IPU). He also presented the findings of a questionnaire sent by the PAM Secretariat 

to all its members, regarding the regional collaboration between parliaments.   

PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, highlighted the achievements of the Assembly and underlined 

the fact that PAM is now an important facilitator for dialogue in the region, also through its support to tra-

ditional diplomacy and its collaboration with other international and regional organizations, such as the 

United Nations system, and other inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental organisations.  PAM, Dr. Pi-

azzi added, is also taken as a model to follow by several organisations, while at the suggestion of the IPU, 

PAM is assisting the Turkish Parliament in considering and defining structures and instruments for what 

could become the Parliamentary Assembly of South Eastern Europe. 

The Secretary General of the House of Councillors of Morocco, Mr. Abdelwahid Khouja, made a proposal, 

then approved by all the participants, to set up a Network of Senior officials of the Parliaments of the 

Mediterranean area to promote the central role of National Parliaments in developing a Mediterranean pol-

icy and also disseminate substantive information on Mediterranean issues, which need also to be addressed 

at the national level. He also added that PAM should be the repository of all matters pertaining to the 

Mediterranean, in order to be able to transmit in a coordinated and structured manner such information to 

all parliaments.  He also suggested to find a way for coming towards communities of Secretaries General 

by setting up specific working groups which would help further improve the activities of Parliaments at 

both the national, regional and international level. Adding on this proposal, Mrs. Adelina Sa’ Carvalho, 

Secretary General of the Portuguese Parliament, said that the SG’s should further strengthen their links and 

they should consider as a point of liaison for this process the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterra-

nean.  

Mr. Henri Guaino, Special Advisor on Mediterranean Affairs to H.E. Nicolas Sarkozy, President of the 

French Republic, in his intervention, insisted that the Mediterranean must be conceived as a world and an 

entity in itself, a centre rather than a European neighbourhood. He stressed the growing demand in Medi-

terranean Civil Society for a better life. This, he concluded, could be achieved if the Mediterranean area is 

turned into a laboratory for co-development and mutual understanding leading to further stability, security 

and peace in the region, in which PAM has indeed a key role to support such a vision. 

The next meeting of the PAM Secretaries General will be held in Morocco in 2012, on the kind invitation 

of the Secretary General of the House of Councillors of Morocco, Mr. Abdelwahid Khouja.//  
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LIBYAN REPRESENTATIVE ON COURTESY VISIT TO  PAM HEADQUARTERS IN MALTA 

The Libyan representative in Malta, Ambassador Saadun Suayeh, paid a courtesy call (26 August 2011) on 

the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, following 

the latest developments in the country.  

Discussions focused on the role that PAM has to play in the near future in order to assist in the establish-

ment of the new democratic structures and institutions that will provide a true and wider representation to 

the people of Libya.   

The Secretary General of PAM also reiterated the readiness of the Assembly to continue to support and as-

sist in the mobilization of humanitarian aid to the population following the military confrontation during 

the last six months. PAM has put at the disposal of the international community its network of parliamen-

tary diplomacy to facilitate the efforts by its members and partners to achieve peace, security and stability 

in the region.// 

NEW GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO MALTA VISITS PAM SECRETARIAT 

The German Ambassador to Malta, Dr. Hubert Ziegler, paid a courtesy call  (6 October 2011) on the Secre-

tary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, upon his appointment 

to his new posting in the Mediterranean island. Dr. Ziegler was welcomed by Dr. Piazzi who conveyed the 

Assembly’s best wishes for a fruitful mission in Malta. 

 

The German Ambassador expressed the full commitment of his country in supporting PAM efforts in pro-

moting peace, stability and prosperity in the region, particularly at this moment of transition and in the light 

of other international factors which influence the economic and social developments of the countries within 

the basin.  

Discussions also focused on the outcome of the visit of the PAM high-level delegation to Washington D.C. 

in September, where meetings were held with representatives of the US Senate, Congress and Department 

of State, and to New-York, to attend the 66th Session of the UN General Assembly high-level segment, and 

to hold bilateral consultations with UN Senior officials. 

 

The Secretary General also illustrated PAM’s current initiatives in the political and economic sectors in the 

region to assist those countries going through a process of constitutional and social changes and its role in 

facilitating and supporting UN High Level missions in the Mediterranean, especially those with a humani-

tarian aim.   

H.H. Pope Benedict XVI receives PAM Secretary General 
 

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI has expressed his support to the mission of 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) at this time of 

dramatic changes in the region when He received the Secretary General of 

PAM, Dr Sergio Piazzi, on the occasion of the Papal Audience on 16 

February 2011.  

 

The Holy Father praised PAM’s commitment to issues such as the 

interreligious and intercultural dialogue, the protection of religious 

minorities, and  highlighted its fundamental role in promoting and working 
towards peace and stability in the Mediterranean.  PAM Secretary General reassured H.H. the Pope, that the 

parliamentarians of the Assembly are closely monitoring the events in the region and have pledged their support 

whenever it is requested. Dr. Piazzi referred on his exchange with H.H. Pope Benedict XVI, at the following PAM 

Bureau meeting and at the bilateral meetings with the political leaders of the region. // 
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 PAM AWARD 2011  - EXCELLENCE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
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Ms. Lidia  Brito - Director of the Division of Science Policy and Sustainable Development in the Natural Sciences 

Sector of UNESCO   
In recognition of her role in the partnership with PAM in the field of Science and Technology as instruments of peace and 

progress in the Mediterranean region. 
 

Arch. Michele Capasso  -  President of Fondazione Mediterraneo – Maison de la paix  

For the longstanding commitment towards intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean region and the continued support 

to PAM endeavours.  

 

H.E. Mr Jan Kubis  -  Executive Secretary of UNECE 

For the efforts in supporting PAM in promoting economic development and social integration in the Mediterranean region 
on the occasion of the Joint Conference held in Geneva on 4-5 May 2001 at a critical time for our region . 

 

Dr Miltiadis Makriyannis  –  Head of the Department for Regional Cooperation and Partnerships of the Hellenic 

Parliament in charge of the Mediterranean, Black Sea and Southeast Europe Affairs  

For his long service and in recognition of his high contribution to the enhancement of parliamentary diplomacy in the 
Mediterranean region  

  

Mr. Mauro Pandimiglio –  President Handy Cup Onlus - Italy  

Mr.Lino Spiteri - President of Inspire - Foundation for Inclusion  - Malta  

For their commitment in promoting awareness on disability and social disadvantage issues in the Mediterranean region . 

 

Prof. Umberto Veronesi – President of  Fondazione Veronesi  

In recognition of the contribution to the Science for Peace 2011 Programme and his personal and his Foundation’s 

endeavours in medical research and assistance in the Mediterranean region. 

 

Hon. Alain Delcamp  -  Secretary General of the French Senate 

For hosting the 2nd Meeting of the Secretaries General of Parliaments of States surrounding the Mediterranean, held in 

Paris, France on 28 February, 2011.   

 

H.E. Mr. Abdel Mawgoud El Habashi – Egyptian Ambassador to Malta  

For the crucial support extended to PAM to facilitate the Mission of the UNSG Special Envoy to Libya . 

 

Hon.  Michael Frendo  – Speaker of the House of Representatives of Malta  

For his commitment in supporting PAM activities and for your initiatives for enhanced cooperation between the 

Parliament of Malta and the institutional functioning of the PAM Secretariat  

 

The Prefect  Franco Gabrielli – Head of the Civil Protection Department – Italy  

For hosting the Conference ‘Oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico: is the Mediterranean Ready?’, held in Rome, Italy, on 18 May 

2011. 

 

H.E. Dr. Saadun Ismail Suayeh – Libyan Ambassador to Malta  

For the outstanding support to PAM to maintain the relations with Libya throughout the political transition process. 

 

H.E. Amb. Giulio Terzi di Sant’Agata - Italian Ambassador to Washington  

In appreciation for your personal support to the PAM High Level Delegation during the visit to the US Senate, Congress 

and Administration on 21-22 September 2011.   


