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Excellencies, 

 

Distinguished guests, 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 
 

It is a great pleasure for me to be present here today, on behalf of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM), at this distinguished gathering co-organized by 

the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and the Portuguese Parliament, 

to speak about ‘Dialogue’, an important topic that is at the heart of my mandate within 

PAM. 

 

In my capacity as PAM Vice President, and President of the PAM 3
rd

 Standing 

Committee on Dialogue amongst Civilizations and Human Rights, please allow me to 

briefly introduce PAM, for those of you who are not yet familiar with our Assembly. 

 
 

 

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 

ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTAIRE DE LA MEDITERRANEE 
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PAM is an inter-state regional parliamentary organization established in 2005, with an 

autonomous identity specifically aimed at dealing exclusively with Mediterranean 

issues.   

PAM’s main objective is to forge, through parliamentary diplomacy, political, 

economic and social integration among its member states, in order to find common 

solutions to the challenges facing the region, and to create a space for peace and 

prosperity for all the Mediterranean peoples. 

In 2009, PAM was granted the Permanent Observer Status to the United Nations 

General Assembly. Earlier this year, PAM also became a member of the Group of 

Friends of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations. On the occasion of the Group 

of Friends Meeting at the Ministerial Level, held at the UN Headquarters in New York 

on 27 September, the Alliance adopted a Ministerial Declaration in which, at PAM’s 

suggestion, it recognized the role of national parliaments and the active contribution at 

the international and regional levels through the process of inter-parliamentary 

dialogue. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Today’s challenges, including resurgence of internal conflicts, political instability, and 

socio- economic problems, just to mention a few, require collective efforts, a boost of 

good will, as well as confidence and peace building measures that can stem from a 

common vision which can be translated into concrete work.  This can only be achieved 

through mutual respect and open dialogue. 
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I believe that if we wish to reach the ideal conditions leading towards a more equal 

world, we need to start at the local, national and regional level, and this is where the 

role of PAM comes into play.  

The Assembly’s three Standing Committees strive to address all challenges faced by 

the Mediterranean peoples. PAM works to address and tackle issues related to dialogue 

amongst civilizations, social injustices, such as poverty and gender equality, 

migrations, access to the labour market, equality at work, and this year, a special focus 

has been dedicated to people with disabilities.  We constantly call on all our member 

states to pay special attention to, and apply inclusive policies to all segments of society, 

where nobody is marginalized. 

The Mediterranean today is going through a series of unprecedented transformations, 

democratic processes and political instabilities. For what concerns the most despicable 

situation of the innocent civilian population in Syria, at this moment in time, we are 

called to assume our political and humanitarian responsibilities, as parliamentarians, as 

politicians, as well as the civil society, and start to act in a more tangible manner as to 

provide in the shortest of time a peaceful channel aimed at creating harmony among the 

different and varied voices of the population. In a very unprecedented move, Pope 

Francis himself has so courageously and clearly denounced a military-industrial 

complex that may be fueling warfare, asking whether this war here or there, is really a 

war, or a commercial war to sell arms. It is here that, first and foremost, we must 

concentrate the implementation of our policies and targets, for intercultural and 

interreligious dialogue for the achievement of universal peace, stability, solidarity and 

wider socio-economic development.  

PAM’s Charter and its 3
rd

 Standing Committee on Inter-cultural Dialogue and Human 

Rights, compliments and integrates the work of the Political and Economic committees 
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of our Assembly, with the responsibility of improving the human dimension of our 

relations.  It enables us to familiarize ourselves with the values and civilizations of one 

another, while respecting the dignity, values, human and civil rights of the other, which 

brings us to the crucial and interconnected issues of inter-cultural and inter-religious 

dialogue, gender equality and education. 

 

We parliamentarians represent the people, through our public policy and legislature; we 

have to be the agents of change towards the goal of ameliorating the conditions of our 

society and the citizen’s quality of life.   

 

Today’s world needs progressive policies and principles founded around the support 

and defence of human rights, educational and work opportunities and a fair society for 

all.  Progressive policies treat all individuals with dignity, respecting their particular 

aspirations, differences and autonomy, regardless of their, gender, physical abilities, 

religion, language or national origin.  By equally enforcing the rule of law to ensure 

these liberties, rights and resultant obligations are uniformly applied for all other 

citizens.   

 

 

Furthermore, in today’s modern and globalized world, we can’t help but notice a wider 

cultural diversity. The latest conflicts and political instabilities in the Mediterranean 

region have triggered a strong wave of migration across the Mediterranean, which at 

times, and very unfortunately, ends up in tragedy. We have witnessed a few weeks ago, 

the tragic loss of hundreds of lives at sea, women and men who were fleeing conflicts 

and hoping for a better future. And here I wish to stress the importance for Europe to 

tackle this issue with urgency and collectively, and to understand that the littoral states 

cannot be left on their own. Solidarity among states is as important as solidarity 

towards these human beings in distress. At the same time, we must also start to accept 
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the fact that globalisation is changing our societies and therefore integration is a 

process that we are bound to consider as part of our development. Therefore, we need 

first and foremost, dialogue within our societies and then dialogue with the new 

members of our communities, whatever their provenance is.  

 

The spread of fundamental and extremist phenomena in societies have been long 

fuelled by stereotypes and intolerance. Needless to say, this leads to immeasurable 

threats to security and stability in any society, no matter how strong it is. It is time for 

political decision-makers, and for us, parliamentarians, to establish and launch 

initiatives aimed at promoting, and enhancing inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue 

in our societies.  

 

And here, I would like to highlight the issue of education, which encompasses all 

segments of the population, regardless of their age, gender, religion or nationality.  

We have the moral and professional obligation to support, promote and advocate for 

access to education for all, and to use education as an instrument to enhance dialogue 

through tolerance, solidarity, integration, and to motivate the search for a better future 

for each individual and the community to which they belong.  

 

It is the duty of parliamentarians to legislate, as well as implement policies which pave 

solid grounds for peace, security, social welfare, democracy, and respect for human 

rights and fundamental freedoms. This can be done through guaranteeing political, 

economic, and social rights on equal basis for our citizens. 

 

This brings us to another very important issue that is vital in society, which is gender 

equality and the empowerment of women. 
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Since 2008, a PAM Special Task Force on Gender Issues has also prepared numerous 

reports and resolutions, all unanimously adopted by PAM members.  Topics covered: 

 Women in Political Life in the Mediterranean; 

 Achievement of Gender Equality; 

 And Domestic Violence and Education.  

 

As part of our activities and initiatives for this year, the Assembly has planned to carry 

out an evaluation of the situation of women in connection with the changes brought 

about by the Arab Spring. Women have been themselves in the forefront of the fight for 

freedom, dignity and civil and political rights in the Arab Spring countries and we 

cannot ignore such an important role in the context of the changing scenario in these 

Mediterranean countries. 

 

There cannot be true democracy unless women's voices are heard, until they are given 

the opportunity to take responsibility for their own lives, and in the words of Mr. Kofi 

Annan ‘Gender equality is not only a goal; it is a precondition for meeting the 

challenge of reducing poverty, promoting sustainable development and building good 

governance’. All this is dialogue. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, to conclude, PAM will continue to use its parliamentary tools to 

promote and further strengthen inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue, and it will 

continue to do so in the coming years as a key regional institution. 

 

Thank you for having given me the chance to share a few words with you during this 

distinguished gathering.  I wish you a very successful session.  

 

 


