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SPINOLA PALACE 
 

 

 

 

The Spinola Palace, alternatively known as Palazzo Spinola, was chosen as the Headquarters for the 

General Secretariat at the first Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly meeting in Amman  

in November 2006. The Palace was originally built in 1688 by Fra Paolo Raffaele Spinola, Knight 

of Malta and a member of the influential Spinola family from Genoa. The Palace, overlooking St. 

Julians Bay, was considered to be one of the most impressive palaces of that period. 

 

The Maltese Government offered the Palace to the PAM as its Headquarters, and the palace and 

gardens, including two ornate fountains, were dutifully restored to the current condition by local 

expert crafstmen. The restoration work was completed in record time from September to November 

2007. 
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Abdelwahed Radi 
President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

 

 

Forward 

 

 

The Mediterranean Sea is the common heritage of the Mediterranean States. From time 

immemorial, the history of the Mediterranean has been characterized by migrations and 

commercial exchanges, colonization and self-determination of peoples, solidarity and 

conflict. The ramifications of these often-turbulent relatioships are frequently felt today at 

global level.  Yet, the Mediterranean region has also bestowed upon the World some of the 

greatest civilizations of all time, in addition to three major monotheistic religions that 

continue to influence our daily lives. 

 

 

The PAM’s primary mission is to assert the centrality of the Mediterranean area and 

reaffirm the key role of its Members in addressing their common interests and shared 

concerns through a forum that has been specifically created to serve that purpose.    

 

 

The PAM represents a unique opportunity to bring together representatives of 

Mediterranean States who can interact on an equal footing under the auspices of their own 

parliamentary assembly.  Such parliamentary dialogue primarily serves the aim of giving 

Mediterranean peoples the chance to examine issues of direct concern to the region, as well 

as promoting mutual understanding and respect among its citizens; secondly, it aims to 

develop forms of cooperation thereby taking full advantage of the land and sea-based 

human and natural resources of the region.    

 

 

Moreover the inauguration of the General Secretariat Headquarters in September 2007 in 

Malta, for which I would like to convey the Assembly’s gratitude to the Government of the 

Maltese Islands, is a strong sign of the Assembly’s resolve to promote the dialogue and 

mutual understanding between the peoples of the region. The PAM is dedicated to 

contributing to the promotion of peace in the region and fostering regional cooperation. 
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Overview 
 

The PAM is the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and its membership is open to all 

States of the Mediterranean region. The PAM, which currently has 25 members
1
, was established in 

2006 after 12 years of preparations by its founder members, based on their will to reaffirm the 

centrality of the Mediterranean area and address issues of common concern to the Mediterranean 

peoples.  

 

As an international organisation, the PAM serves as a platform for its members to take decisions 

and act to promote political dialogue and understanding. Its aim is therefore to forge confidence 

between the Member States, effectively leading to peace, security, and long-term stability 

throughout the whole region. Connecting the peoples of the Mediterranean through their elected 

representatives is a unique way to address today’s challenges. Together, delegates are empowered 

to act for a better future for all societies around the Mediterranean. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The PAM has identified three major areas of action:  

 

(i) political and security-related cooperation, such as combating terrorism, trafficking of 

arms and/or human beings, advocating respect for international humanitarian law and 

promoting disarmament;  

 

(ii) economic, social and environmental cooperation, which includes actions to promote the 

balanced and sustainable use of the human and natural resources available in the 

Mediterranean region, as well as protection of the environment;  

                                                 
1
 The Member States are: Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, 

Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Serbia, Slovenia, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey. 
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(iii) dialogue amongst civilizations and human rights, including the promotion of cultural 

and inter-religious dialogue among peoples based on the principle of mutual respect and 

tolerance of diversity.  

 

 

The PAM is not limited to the above-mentioned areas, and deals with cross-cutting issues such as 

gender and promotion of equality, protecting minors, migration. 

 

The PAM supports the efforts of other international and regional organisations active in promoting 

and protecting the regional interests of the Mediterranean, and actively engages with such bodies, 

principally the United Nations, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, NATO, 

OCSE, the Western European Union, the European Parliament, as well as the Euro-Mediterranean 

Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the Maghreb Consultative 

Council and the Arab Inter Parliamentary Union, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organisation 

of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and all other organisations motivated by similar 

ideals.  

 

In order to make the PAM action all-inclusive and accessible to anyone who wishes to contribute to 

its vision, close contacts are encouraged with academic and research institutions, the private sector 

and civil society. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is solely funded by the financial contributions of 

its members, and therefore acts according to the terms of its own mandate to total autonomy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

               

 

 

 

     The PAM 2
nd

 Plenary Session – Malta, Nov. 2007 
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History 
 

In 1990, under the auspices of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), all the littoral States of the 

Mediterranean launched the process of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in the 

Mediterranean (CSCM). Three major Conferences were held in Malaga (1992), Valletta (1995) and 

Marseilles (1999) respectively, all calling for the process to be institutionalized.  

 

Accordingly, the Coordination Committee of the CSCM met in Nice in 2004 to finalize the Statutes 

of the Assembly, and in Naples in 2005 to draft the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly and the 

political declaration to be adopted at the inaugural session. The Statutes were  adopted in Nafplion 

Greece, in February 2005, at the session of the fourth and final CSCM. On that occasion, the 

members attending agreed to transform the CSCM process into a Parliamentary Assembly.   

 

In September 2006, the Jordanian Parliament hosted the first Plenary Session of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean. The Assembly agreed to establish the permanent international 

Headquarters of the Secretariat in Malta, determined the composition of its governing body, and 

called the Bureau, with Morocco assuming the first Presidency of the Parliamentary Assembly.   

 

The Second Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean was held in Malta 

on 22 - 24 November 2007. This was the first operative session of the PAM, in which the members 

discussed, debated and adopted a number of resolutions on issues of interest and concern to the 

Mediterranean region. 

 

The IPU played a fundamental role in the formative stages of the PAM’s development, by hosting 

meetings and providing substantive and administrative support. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reports of the CSCM meetings
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Structure 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly is the principal organ of the PAM. As such, it is a unique 

parliamentary body, as it has adopted the principle of equal representation. Member States therefore 

meet on an equal footing (including as regards voting rights) to examine questions and take 

decisions on issues of direct interest and concern to the peoples of that region. Its President, 

currently Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, Minister of Justice of the Kingdom of Morocco, is elected for a 

period of two years. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly defines a long-term program, which is then implemented on the basis 

of annual work-plans carried out by its three Standing Committees. Decisions, such as resolutions 

and advisory opinions, are preferably taken unanimously by the Assembly, but they can also be 

adopted by a majority vote. The Parliamentary Assembly also has the responsibility for examining 

and approving the budget. It holds plenary sessions at least once a year. 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly is assisted by a governing body, the Bureau, which has an overall 

guiding and coordinating function. The President of the Assembly also presides over the Bureau.  

 

The mainstay of the work of the Assembly, however, is shouldered by three Standing Committees, 

dealing with political, economic, social and cultural questions. These are notably:  

 

- The first Standing Committee on Political and security-related Cooperation and Regional 

Stability; 

- The second Standing Committee on Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation, 

Development and Partnership;  

- The third Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilisations and Human Rights. 

 

The Standing Committee Rules of Procedure also foresee, at the discretion of the Standing 

Committees, the setting up of Ad hoc Committees or Special Task Forces to collaborate on priority 

issues.  

 

The Assembly and its operative bodies are served by a Secretariat, with a Secretary General 

appointed for four years. The position is currently held by Dr. Sergio Piazzi. The entire organisation 

is financed by assessed contributions from the Member States on the basis of a cost-sharing 

formula. Participation in the Assembly is granted to its members, associate members and observers. 

The Member States are made up of countries from the Mediterranean region, whilst countries with 

an interest in the Mediterranean may be allowed to participate as associate members. Other 

interested organisations may be given observer status to attend the Assembly, but neither associate 

members nor observers are granted voting rights.  

  

The organisation, functions and structure of the PAM are defined by five legally binding 

instruments: the PAM Statutes, the Assembly Rules of Procedure, the Rules of the Secretariat and 

the Financial Rules. The activities of the Standing Committees are the subject of separate Rules of 

Procedure.  
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Organisational Chart of the PAM 
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The challenges ahead  
 

Peace and Stability 

 

The absence of peace in the Middle East, and its ramifications from the perspective of international 

terrorism and international organized crime, as well as the advancement of extremist doctrines, is 

undoubtedly considered as one of the main problems jeopardizing the whole process of security, 

stability and development in the Mediterranean region. Undeniably, there are also other security 

issues in the region, and these will also be contemplated. 

 

Migration and Resources 

 

Scarce availability of resources and economic inequality are among the major push factors driving 

migration northwards. Resources, such as water, are increasingly in short supply at a global level. 

Demographers estimate that the population of North Africa and the Middle East represents 

approximately 5% of the total population of the world, and that these people have access to less 

than 1% of renewable water resources. Scarcity of water will destabilize food security. 

Consequently, migratory flows and disputes will intensify between States of the region. 

 

Population 

 

The regulation of population policies and improved management of migratory flows are crucial to 

the stability of the whole Mediterranean region. In 2000, the population of Southern Mediterranean 

countries was estimated to constitute two-thirds of the total population of the region (450 million). 

Fifty years ago, this figure stood at around 150 million – only one third of today’s total. The 

population growth in the north is below 2%, whilst in certain states in the South it reaches 3.5%.  

 

The PAM is particularly attentive to demographic issues in the region and will be making concrete 

suggestions to the governments of the region for the creation of a coherent and comprehensive 

migratory policy for the region. It may recommend the establishment of a regional body to provide 

real data about demographic growth and population movements throughout the Mediterranean 

region. 

 

Environment 

 

The PAM closely shadows projects developed by all related organisations active in the sphere of 

environmental protection and sustainable development. The establishment of a regional water 

management authority is just one of the proposals 

that could be discussed in the near future. Promoting 

reforms on all levels, dialogue, investment and 

regional cooperation are among the keys to 

sustainable development.  
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Finding common solutions to common challenges requires mutual understanding among the diverse 

cultures around the Mediterranean. It is with that vision of unity rather than of divide in mind that 

PAM delegates will build trust to achieve results that are benefitial to all. Hence, time is dedicated 

to promoting dialogue among the diverse cultures as well as on religious matters. 

 

 

The PAM’s three Standing Committees, which carry out the detailed work of the Parliamentary 

Assembly, meet regularly to discuss wide-ranging issues relating to cultural, economic, political 

and social conditions in the region. The 1
st
 Standing Committee examines questions of political and 

security-related cooperation; the 2
nd

 Standing Committee is responsible for economic, social and 

environmental cooperation, whilst the 3
rd

 Standing Committee deals with questions relating to 

dialogue among civilisations and human rights. The solutions proposed by the respective Standing 

Committees are based on the ideals of promoting regional stability, encouraging co-development 

and partnership, cultural dialogue and good governance. 

 

 

In order to focus on specific issues and assist in the work of the Standing Committees, and in 

accordance with the PAM Statute, the three Standing Committees avail themselves of Ad Hoc 

Committees and Special Task Forces. Accordingly, they have established the Ad Hoc Committee 

on Political and Security-related Cooperation, and a total of six Special Task Forces (STF) on 

Energy and related issues, Free Trade in the Mediterranean, Environment and Climate Change, 

Integrated Resources Management, Gender and Equality Issues, Dialogue among Cultures and 

Religions, and Migration, respectively.  

 

 

The Ad Hoc Committee and STFs will convene at the forthcoming sessions of their respective 

Standing Committees to define the scope of mandates and prioritise their tasks at the beginning of 

2008. Amongst others, they will prepare reports and draw up draft resolutions and 

recommendations on the specific issues within their mandates, to be submitted to their respective 

Standing Committees for approval, which will then be debated and approved at the Plenary Session 

of the PAM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ad Hoc Committee – Regional Issues: the Middle East 
The Maltese MP the Hon. Dr George Vella (centre),  President  

of the Committee  addressing the meeting. 
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Working method 
 

The PAM is an actor and catalyst for action contributing to solutions in the areas of concern to its 

Members. In performing its mission, it intends to distinguish itself for its results, by taking action-

oriented decisions, in addition to contributing to debate, issuing resolutions, advisory opinions and 

drafting reports on issues of concern to its members. 

  

As a self-financing organisation, which is accountable to its members for its actions on the basis of 

its mandate, the PAM is independent from external influence, which makes it ideally placed to take 

initiatives aimed at achieving tangible results.  

 

As such, the PAM is in a position to take the traditional instruments used by parliamentary 

assemblies, such as political debate, dialogue and inter-parliamentary cooperation, a step further. 

The PAM not only stimulates informal discussions among Parliamentary delegates, but also 

engages the participation of actors from civil society, the private sector and academic institutions 

who offer their expert opinions and advice. Furthermore, it sets up highly qualified and motivated 

working groups to monitor, report and issue recommendations on specific issues, the results of 

which are disseminated by the members at national, regional and local level in their respective 

Member States. 

 

By doing so, the PAM also aims to become the parliamentary centre of excellence on 

Mediterranean affairs, complementing the actions of other regional bodies and organisations active 

in the Mediterranean region, and therefore serve as a point of reference for anyone interested in 

deepening their knowledge and understanding of the issues it addresses. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

2
nd

 Plenary Assembly in Malta – November 2007 
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Programme 2008 
 

 
Work Plan & Calendar 2008 

 
 

DATE ACTIVITY REMARKS/ 

Suggested Venue 

 

February 7-8 

 

2
nd

 Meeting of the 3
rd

 

Standing Committee 

 

1
st
 meeting of STF


 on 

Gender and Equality issues 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

February 28-29 

 

2
nd

 Meeting of the 1
st
 

Standing Committee 

 

1
st
 Meeting of Ad Hoc 

Committee on Regional 

Issues: the Middle East 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

March 13 -14 

 

2
nd

 Meeting of the 2
nd

 

Standing Committee 

 

1
st
 Meeting of STF on Free 

Trade in the Mediterranean 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

April 3 - 4 

 

1
st
 Meeting of STF on 

Environment and Climate 

Change 

1
st
 Meeting of STF on 

Energy as a Mediterranean 

Strategy 

 

 

Athens, Greece 

 

May 9 

 

6
th

 Bureau Meeting 

 

Rabat, Morocco 

 

 

June 12 - 13 

 

1
st
 Meeting of STF on 

 

Fez, Morocco 

                                                 

 Special Task Force 
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  Dialogue Among Cultures 

and Religions 

1
st
 Meeting of STF on 

Migration in the 

Mediterranean 

 

 

 

June 24 - 25 

 

Meeting of STF on 

Integrating Resource 

Management (water) 

 

 

Cannes, France 

 

July 4  

(tentative) 

 

7
th

 Bureau Meeting 

 

 

 

t.b.c. 

 

July 

(one week) 

     

 

Graduate Study Programme 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

August 

 

 

 

 

 

September 11-12 * 

 

3
rd

 Meeting of the 1
st
 

Standing Committee 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

September 18-19 * 

 

3
rd

 Meeting of the 2
nd 

Standing Committee 

 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

September 25-26 * 

 

3
rd

 meeting of the 3
rd

 

Standing Committee 

 

 

AM HQs, Malta 

 

September 30 

 

8
th

 Bureau Meeting 

 

 

t.b.c 

 

November 20-22 

(tentative) 

 

3
rd

 Plenary Session of the 

Assembly 

 

Monaco, Principality of 

Monaco 

 

 

December 

(tentative) 

 

 

Seminar Free Trade in the 

Mediterranean 

 

PAM HQs, Malta 

 

 

 

 
* The third meeting of the Standing Committees might be held in the same week.  
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Activities Report - 2007 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly 

 

The Second Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, St. Julians, 

Malta 22 – 24 November 2007 

 

At the inaugural session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, held in September 

2006 in Jordan, the participants had agreed that the IPU Secretariat should continue to provide 

administrative assistance to the PAM until the establishment of its own Secretariat. The IPU would 

also continue to manage contributions received under the special budget for the PAM until such 

time as a handover was made to the newly established PAM Secretariat.   

 

On 22-24
th

 November 2007, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean held its Second 

Plenary Session in Malta to debate issues at the heart of the lives of the peoples of the 

Mediterranean.  

 

The Second Plenary Session in Malta was a memorable occasion for the PAM, because it 

represented not only the culmination of the many years of preparations towards the operative 

functioning of the Parliamentary Assembly, but it also formalised a number of aspects relating to 

the PAM’s organisation and structure. During this session, the Headquarters Agreement was also 

signed by the Hon. Dr Tonio Borg, Deputy Prime Minister of Malta, and Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, 

President of the PAM. This Agreement accredited the Spinola Palace as the Headquarters of the 

Assembly and permanent seat of the Secretariat. On the evening of Thursday 22
nd

 November 2007, 

the Spinola Palace was officially inaugurated and handed over by His Excellency, Dr Edward 

Fenech Adami, President of Malta. 

 

At the Second Plenary Session, the PAM Secretariat formally began its operative functions under 

the guidance of its newly appointed Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi. 

 

Thursday, 22
nd

 November 2007 was also a historic occasion for the Parliamentary Assembly itself, 

which after being inaugurated by Hon. Anton Tabone, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Malta, commenced its first operative session. 

 

The Second Plenary Session was a resounding success on account of its constructive debate and 

spirit of cooperation that characterized the discussion on the items on the agenda, as well as the 

decisions adopted in the course of the meeting. In fact, the Assembly adopted three resolutions 

presented by its respective Standing Committees, and approved amendments to its Statutes, Rules 

of Procedures and Rules of the Standing Committees. The Assembly unanimously accepted 

Monaco’s offer to host the 2008 Plenary Session of the PAM. The Secretary General presented the 

2005-2007 Financial Report and the 2008 Budget, which were adopted. Moreover, the decision to 

establish over a five year period a Working Capital Fund of € 100,000 was taken, to ensure a 

smooth transition from one financial year to the next. On Saturday 24
th

 November, the French 

Ambassador, H.E. Alain Le Roy, briefed the Assembly on President Sarkozy’s Mediterranean 

Union Project. 
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More specifically, President Radi presented the Strategy Paper entitled, “Building on our common 

Mediterranean Heritage”, containing a five year work plan for the PAM, together with his vision of  

the Mediterranean. Accordingly, the Parliamentary Assembly agreed that a “Mediterranean 

Charter” should be drafted in 2008, which would lay down the fundamental principles which the 

PAM adheres to.  

 

In accordance with the provisions of the PAM Statutes, and the implementation of the PAM 

Strategy Paper, the members established several Ad hoc Committees and Special Task Forces: 

 

 
      

1
st
  Standing Committee – Political and security-related Cooperation 

 Ad hoc Committee – Regional Issues: the Middle East 

 Special Task Force – Energy and related issues 

  

 

2
nd

 Standing Committee – Economic Social and Environmental Cooperation 

 Special Task Force – Free Trade in the Mediterranean 

 Special Task Force – Environment and Climate Change 

 Special Task Force – Integrated Resources Management 

  

 

3
rd

 Standing Committee – Dialogue among Civilizations and Human Rights 

 Special Task Force – Gender and Equality Issues 

 Special Task Force – Dialogue among Cultures and Religions 

 Special Task Force – Migration 

 

 

 

As had been agreed during the meeting of the geopolitical groups (equally represented by Member 

States from North and South of the Mediterranean region), national delegations forwarded the 

names of the members to sit on the above bodies to the Secretariat.  

 

 

The following resolutions were presented and unanimously adopted by the Parliamentary 

Assembly:  

 

1
st
 Standing Committee Resolution on Regional Issues – the Middle East  

 

2
nd

 Standing Committee Resolution on Managing Migratory Flows and Co-Development 

in the Mediterranean Region in a Mutually Beneficial Manner 

 

3
rd

 Standing Committee Resolution on the Challenge of Intercultural and Interreligious Dialogue in 

the Era of Globalization 
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The Bureau 

 

The Bureau is made up of eight representatives that are equally divided among northern and 

southern countries of the region, and as such, it is the guiding force of the PAM. It meets at least 

twice a year, and is presided over by the President of the Parliamentary Assembly. 

 

The current members of the Bureau are:  

 

 Mr. Abdelwahed Radi, PAM President (Morocco) 

 Mr. Mohammed El Enein (Egypt) 

 Mr. Rudy Salles (France) 

 Mrs. Elissavet Papadimitriou (Greece) 

 Mr. Taissir Quba’a (Palestine) 

 Mr. Abdulkareem Al – Doghmi (Jordan) 

 Mr. Learco Saporito (Italy)  

 Mr. Dubravska Šuica (Croatia) 

 

The First Meeting 

 

The first meeting of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was 

organised on 17 October 2006, during the 115
th

 Assembly of the IPU in Geneva at the request of the 

President of the PAM. It main purpose was to further preparations for the first meeting of the 

Standing Committees and the second session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

(PAM). During this meeting, the members decided to set up a Secretariat with an Executive 

Secretary, and set the first date for the meetings of the respective Standing Committees (and 

circulated provisional rules for their functioning ) as March 2007, and confirmed that the second 

Plenary Session of the PAM would be held in November 2007. 

 

The Second Meeting 

 

The second meeting of the Bureau was held in Geneva on 20 February 2007, in which it finalised 

the dates and subject items for the meetings of the respective Standing Committees, as 26-28
th

 

March 2007. As regards the appointment of an Executive Secretary, the Bureau commented that the 

shortlist of 21 prospective candidates had been narrowed down to 3. The Bureau also provided an 

update on the current extent of financial contributions to the 2005/2006 PAM Special Budget, as 

well as asking members to meet their financial obligations for the 2007 budget. 
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The Third Meeting 

 

The third meeting of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) took 

place at the House of Parliaments (IPU Headquarters in Geneva) on 26 March 2007. The principal 

purpose of the meeting was to consider the vision and action plan for the PAM. The participants 

discussed issues relating to the work of the Standing Committees (26-28
th

 March). It was agreed 

that in the absence of a President at any given Standing Committee, this function would be carried 

out by a Vice-President of the Bureau. Moreover, participants were briefed on preparations for the 

establishment of the Secretariat, and discussed the appointment of Mr. Sergio Piazzi as Secretary 

General of the PAM . The Maltese delegation presented a draft Headquarters agreement to 

President Radi for the handing over of the Secretariat to the PAM. The Bureau also decided to hold 

the fourth Bureau meeting in Rabat, Morocco in late September, and it was agreed that the Second 

Session of the PAM would be held in Valletta, Malta on 22-24
th

 November. 

 

The Fourth Meeting 

 

At the invitation of President Radi, the fourth meeting of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly 

of the Mediterranean was held on 21
st
 September 2007 in Rabat. The objective of the meeting was 

to discuss and review the status and the establishment of the Secretariat in Malta, to review the 

work of the Standing Committees and to address the preparation of the second Plenary Session of 

the Assembly in Malta. Accordingly, Mr. Sergio Piazzi gave an overview of the three resolutions 

adopted by the Standing Committees to be presented at the November Plenary Session. It was also 

decided that the Standing Committee Vice President would brief the Standing Committee and the 

Assembly in the absence of its respective President. The Bureau agreed to adopt the term 

“Secretariat General” for its Headquarters in Malta, to avoid confusion vis-à-vis other parliamentary 

organisations. As regards the latest versions of the Statutes and the Rules of the Assembly and 

Committees, it was agreed that they would be submitted to the Assembly for adoption of 

amendments; the Bureau adopted the Financial Rules and those of the Secretariat.  

 

As regards membership of the PAM, the Bureau has confirmed that the Assembly membership was 

limited to the riparian states of the Mediterranean and the countries that were members of the 

CSCM, namely: Portugal, Jordan and FYR of Macedonia
2
. Other interested countries could be 

admitted with the status of Associate Member, whilst international organisations and the institutions 

concerned could be invited as Observers
3
. 

 

With reference to Article 22 of the Statutes, concerning the establishment of Ad Hoc Committees 

and Special Task Forces, the Secretary General, based on a series of decisions already taken and on 

informal consultations, suggested setting up several Task Forces and Ad Hoc Committees. These  

 

 

 

                                                 
2
 It was also agreed that the Republic of San Marino and Andorra would be admitted as full members of the PAM if 

they requested to become members.   
3
 It was suggested, inter alia, that the Arab Inter Parliamentary Union,  the Arab League, the Arab Maghreb Union, the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly, the Inter 

Parliamentary Union and the United Nations could be invited to join the PAM as Observers. 
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suggestions were duly adopted by the Parliamentary Assembly at its November 2007 Plenary 

Session
4
. 

 

In relation to the PAM budgetary situation, the PAM still owed 20,000 Euro to the IPU for the 

2005-2006 period. With reference to the fiscal year 2007, with a total budget of 197,000 Euro, it 

was noted that five countries still had to make their advances to the budget. France and Croatia 

needed to be refunded as they overpaid their individual contributions. The proposed budget for 

2008 was €480,000. The Bureau approved the 2008 budget proposals and the creation of the 

working capital fund of €100,000 over a period of five years.  

 

The Fifth Meeting 

 

The Fifth Bureau Meeting was held in Malta on 22
nd

 November 2007. The purpose of the meeting 

was to discuss the Strategy Paper, “Building on our common Mediterranean Heritage”, which 

provides a detailed explanation of the mission of the PAM and the instruments available to achieve 

its ends. The participants decided that the Paper should be considered as an open-ended document 

but it was also important to develop tools with which to analyze the results achieved with respect to 

the Standing Committees. It was also suggested that the PAM was a long term organisation, and 

that it also needed a long-term perspective going beyond the five-year plan presented in the Paper. 

In this respect, the President launched the idea of a Mediterranean Charter to lay down the 

intellectual vision and legislative instrument to guide the Mediterranean commitment. 

 

As regards amendments to the Statutes, etc., they were based on those requested at the Fourth 

Bureau Meeting. In relation to the geopolitical groups, it was suggested that a strong rapporteur was 

needed to serve as a catalyst for each of their geographical areas (for the North – Mr. Rudy Salles, 

and for the South - Mr. Abou El Enein) and that membership of the Special Task Forces and Ad 

Hoc Committees should be decided in the geopolitical groups to speed up the Plenary Sessions. 

Concerning the budgetary situation, the Secretary General updated the participants on the situation 

with reference to the 2005-2006 period, the 2007 contributions, and the 2008 budget. The Bureau 

also received responses to the invitations to host the 2008 Plenary Session, and agreed to present the 

Principality of Monaco to the Plenary Assembly as a potential host. 

 

 

The Standing Committees 

 

In accordance with Article 19 of the PAM Statutes, three Standing Committees were established to 

prepare the work of the Assembly. Moreover, Articles 21 and 22 of the Statutes provided for the 

establishment of Ad Hoc Committees and Special Task Forces to address specific issues and assist 

the Standing Committees in the performance of their mandate. In particular, Article 21(2) 

established the Special Task Force on Gender and Equality Issues.  

                                                 
4
 These proposals related to the setting up of the following:  First Committee: Ad Hoc committee: Regional Issues-

Middle East; Special Task Force: Energy and Related Issues; Second Committee: Special Task Force: Free trade in the 

Mediterranean; Special Task Force: Migratory Flows and Co-Development; Special Task Force: Environment and 

Climate Change; Third Committee: Special Task Force: Gender and Equality Issues; Special Task Force: Dialogue 

among cultures and religions. See also section on Second Plenary Session of the PAM, November 2007. 
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At present, the three Standing Committees have set up the following Ad Hoc Committees and 

Special Task Forces, respectively
5
: 

 

1st Standing Committee – Political and security-related Cooperation 

 Ad Hoc Committee – Regional Issues: the Middle East 

 Special Task Force – Energy and related issues 

 

2nd Standing Committee – Economic Social and Environmental Cooperation 

 Special Task Force – Free Trade in the Mediterranean 

 Special Task Force – Environment and Climate Change 

 Special Task Force – Integrated Resources Management 

 

3rd Standing Committee – Dialogue among Civilizations and Human Rights 

 Special Task Force – Gender and Equality Issues 

 Special Task Force – Dialogue among Cultures and Religions 

 Special Task Force – Migration 

 

 

In 2007, the first meetings the three Standing Committees were held between 26-28
th

 March, and 

produced the following results. 

 

First Standing Committee: Political and Security-Related Cooperation 

(i) Regional Issues - The Middle East 

The Committee held two sittings on 26-27
th

 March, with its President, Mr. J. Ma'aytah (Jordan), in 

the chair. In addition to a report and draft resolution prepared by the co-Rapporteurs, Mr. G. Vella 

(Malta) and Mr. M. Abou El-Enien (Egypt), the Committee had before it amendments to the draft 

resolution submitted by the delegations of France and Portugal. 

The first sitting began with the presentation of the report and draft resolution by Mr George Vella of 

Malta. Following a general debate, the Standing Committee appointed a drafting committee 

composed of representatives from Malta, Palestine and Portugal.  

 

The drafting committee met on 26
th

 March. It appointed Mr. G. Vella (Malta) as President and 

Rapporteur. It examined the amendments to the draft resolution. A number of other amendments 

were accepted, which were similar in content to the initial draft or to those that had been adopted. 

As no agreement could be reached on a proposal to delete one of the operative paragraphs, it was 

decided to return to that issue at the next sitting of the Standing Committee. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5
 The decisions to establish the respective Ad Hoc Committees and Special Task Forces were taken by during the 

second Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the PAM, held in St. Julians, Malta on  22-24 November 

2007. 
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On the afternoon of 27
th

 March, the First Standing Committee considered the consolidated draft. It 

decided to delete the paragraph in question, and to amend one preambular paragraph. The revised 

draft resolution was subsequently adopted by consensus by the First Standing Committee. The 

delegation of Serbia expressed a reservation on preambular paragraphs 8 and 10. 

Second Standing Committee: Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation 

(i) Managing migratory flows and co-development in the Mediterranean Region in a 

mutually beneficial manner 

The Committee held two sittings on 26-28
th

 March, with its President, Mrs. L Cikes (Croatia), in the 

chair. In addition to a report and preliminary draft resolution prepared by the co-Rapporteurs, Mrs. 

M. Bergè-Lavigne (France) and Mr. M. Yildirim (Turkey), the Committee had before it 

amendments to the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of France. A separate set of 

amendments was submitted by the delegations of Malta and Slovenia.  

Following a general debate on the subject, the Standing Committee appointed a drafting committee 

composed of representatives from Croatia, Greece, Morocco, Palestine and Slovenia. Mrs. M. 

Bergè-Lavigne and Mr. M Yildirim were also invited to participate in the work of the drafting 

committee. 

The drafting committee met in the morning of 27
th

 March. At the beginning of its work, it appointed 

Mr. N. Georgiadis (Greece) as its President and Rapporteur. The committee examined the 

amendments to the draft resolution and adopted them, fully or in part, and other amendments were 

accepted.  

The Committee also agreed to set up a working group comprising the members of the drafting 

committee to undertake a comparative analysis of existing regional initiatives and inter-State 

dialogues relevant to different migration routes in and affecting the Mediterranean. Based on the 

results of the working group, further preamubular and operative paragraphs would be added to the 

final draft resolution for submission to the second session of the Assembly in November 2007. 

In the morning of 28
th

 March, the Second Standing Committee considered the consolidated draft. 

The Committee also made a number of editorial changes following which the draft resolution text 

was adopted unanimously.    

 (ii) Selection of subject item and co-Rapporteurs for the Second Standing Committee at the 

2
nd

 Assembly  

During the Second Standing Committee’s meeting on 28 March, the Committee approved the 

subject item entitled Free Trade Area in the Mediterranean, and nominated Mr. M. Civkl 

(Slovenia) as the first co-Rapporteur and Dr. D. Abderrazak as the second co-Rapporteur on the 

item. 
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Third Standing Committee: Dialogue among Civilisations and Human Rights 

(i) The role of Parliaments in fostering the dissemination of knowledge about the major 

civilizations and religions of the Mediterranean basin and the promotion of dialogue 

between them. 

 

The Committee held two sittings, on 27-28
th

 March, with its acting President, Mrs. Elsa 

Papadimitriou (Greece), in the chair.  The Committee had before it a report and a draft resolution 

drawn up by the Rapporteur, Mr. C. Azzolini (Italy).  

 

Following the general debate the Committee designated a drafting committee composed of 

representatives of Greece, Italy, Jordan, Malta, Serbia and Tunisia. 

The drafting committee met on 27
th

 March and appointed Ms. J. Caruana (Malta) as its President 

and Rapporteur. The draft resolution was considered in detail and several amendments were 

adopted to approve the text. The drafting committee felt that more work was required on the text of 

the draft resolution and agreed that Ms. Caruana, Mrs. Papademitriou and Mr. Azzolini would 

improve the text before submission to the second session of the Assembly in November 2007. 

 

On 28
th

 March, the Committee considered the consolidated text of the draft resolution.  It adopted 

the draft resolution by consensus but agreed that further work could be done on the draft to improve 

the resolution prior to the next session of the Assembly. 

The Committee also examined proposals submitted for the subject item to be debated by the Third 

Standing Committee at the third Assembly. The Committee's choice, The status of religious 

minorities in the Mediterranean Region, was subsequently endorsed by the Committee. The 

nomination of Mr. P. Rangel (Portugal) as the first co-rapporteur on the item was also endorsed by 

the Committee. 

 

*     *     * 

 
During the second Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assembly, 22-24

th
 November 2007, the 

three draft resolutions, drawn up and approved by each of the three Standing Committees, 

respectively, were submitted to the Plenary for their adoption, as follows: 

 

 

First Standing Committee 

Mr. George Vella presented the resolution of the First Standing Committee on “Regional Issues in 

the Middle East for adoption by the Assembly”. The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

 

Second Standing Committee 

Mrs. Elissavet Papadimitriou presented the resolution of the Second Standing Committee 

“Managing migratory flows and co-development in the Mediterranean region in a mutually 

beneficial manner” for adoption by the Assembly. The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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Third Standing Committee 

Mr. Learco Saporito presented the resolution of the Third Standing Committee on “The Role of 

Parliaments in fostering the dissemination of knowledge about the major civilizations and religions 

of the Mediterranean basin and the promotion of dialogue between them”, for adoption by the 

Assembly. The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italian Senator the Hon. Learco Saporito 

during the proceedings of the 3rd Standing 

Committee 

Mediterranean MPs participating at the  

2
nd

 meeting of the 2
nd

 Standing Committee 

in Malta 
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The Secretariat 
 

Outreach 

 

In the formative stages of the Secretariat, the Secretary-General met with top officials of the 

Maltese governement and all the Ambassadors of the countries with whom Malta has diplomatic 

relations to explain the mission and goals of the PAM. 

 

Subsequent to the establishment of the Secretariat and presentation of his credentials, the Secretary-

General met with all Ambassadors of the countries with diplomatic representation in Malta to brief 

them on the outcome of the Second Plenary Session of the PAM, held in Malta, 22-24 November 

2007. 

 

The Secretariat has also been active in promoting the Parliamentary Assembly’s visibility amongst 

other international and regional organisations interested in Mediterranean issues, and the PA has 

already been invited to participate in events organised by the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary 

Assembly, The Parlaimentary Assembly of NATO, The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation.  

 

Moreover, the Secretariat is the underlying force of the Parliamentary Assembly, and in addition to 

providing organisational back-up, it gives its members advice and specific support in performing 

their duties. 

 

Secretariat Services 

 

Starting in March 2007, the Secretary General worked closely with the Maltese Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, the Council of Europe and the Interparliamentary Union to revise the provisional version of 

the Statutes and Rules of the PAM in order to ensure the coherency of its terminology and ensure 

that they constitute state-of-the-art instruments.  

 

The Secretary General also interacted closely with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Attorney 

General of Malta in order to finalise the text of the Headquarters Agreement.  

 

Towards the end of 2007, the Secretariat, as an operative body, began to develop its services from 

the perspective of actively contributing to the aims and objectives of the Parliamentary Assembly. 

 

Accordingly, within the context of promoting and ensuring the Parliamentary Assembly’s visibility, 

the Secretariat has set itself the task of providing a public information services as part of a holistic 

communications strategy, which involves actions with all principal forms of media. 

 

In fact, the Secretariat keeps records of all available documentation relating to its activities to date, 

including historical CSCM documents. Moreover, this is currently being checked and organised 

into an archive, and will be open to consultation by membes and the general public. This archive 

will constitute an important record of the historical and diplomatic development of the 

Mediterranean.  
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The Secretariat has also set up and launched the PAM website (www.apm.org.mt) in the three 

official working languages, namely Arabic, English and French. The website is both a focal point 

and a bridge, relaying information exchange between the parliamentarians and the Secretariat, thus 

constituting an important tool for a dynamic two-way communication process. Moreover, the 

website is a forum for interaction with political, economic and cultural actors, as well as civil 

society, whose voice is increasingly important to the ongoing debate in the Mediterranean region. 

The website will also be the depositary of all data, information and documentation produced by 

each and every organ of the PAM, whether the Bureau, the Plenary Assembly, the Standing 

Committees, the Special Task Forces and the Ad Hoc Committees, or the Secretariat itself.  

 

 

By early 2008, the Secretariat foresees the establishment of a Public Affairs and Communications 

Unit, as provided for in the Strategy document “Building on our Common Mediterranean Heritage - 

2008-2012”, presented at the 2
nd

 Plenary Session in November 2007. At this very moment in time, 

work has commenced on the collection of all the PAM Instruments providing information about its 

working procedures into a printed booklet, which will be available in all official languages. At the 

same time, an information leaflet will be produced containing the main points of interest with 

regard to the PAM.  

 

 

http://www.apm.org.mt/
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Financial Report 2007 
 

 

Background 

 

Although the decision to set up the PAM was taken in 2005, its own Secretariat in Malta did not 

commence operations until August 2007, when the Assembly took its first steps in the direction of 

what is now its Headquarters, the Palazzo Spinola.  

 

For the period 2005-2006, the members of the CSCM/PAM approved a Special Budget of CHF 

252,000.00 with which to organize a preparatory meeting and the Inaugural Session of the PAM 

itself. The IPU was asked to administer the contributions received under this Special Budget, in 

return for which the IPU received CHF 100,000 to cover the costs of part-time administrative 

support and other related costs. The IPU used all the funds received for the stated purpose, in 

addition to which, it advanced to the PAM the sum of Euro 20,000 from its own budget to assist 

with the establishment of the PAM Secretariat in Malta, pending receipt of the outstanding 

contributions to the Special Budget 2005-2006 from the Member States. 

 
As not all PAM members have paid their contributions to the IPU for the 2005-2006 financial 

period, prior to the formal hand over, the PAM Secretariat is obliged to refund Euro 20,000 to the 

IPU. This is a financial commitment which PAM will honour from its own budget. The Secretary 

General of the IPU has kindly agreed that the PAM will refund IPU Euro 5,000 per year over four 

years with repayment starting in 2008. 

 

The IPU provided administrative and substantive support to the newly founded PAM until the 

establishment of its Secretariat in August 2007. As agreed at the 2006 Amman Inaugural Session of 

the PAM, a budget of Euro 178,964 was approved to cover the activities of the Assembly for the 

period of August-December 2007, as well as the setting up of the Secretariat. IPU used the 

remaining balance from the 2005-2006 Special Budget to cover the costs of its services to the PAM 

until 31 July 2007. 

 

Operations 

 

The entire budget for 2007 was either spent or committed to allow for the establishment of the 

Secretariat and the preparations for the Assembly. However, certain members have not yet honored 

their financial obligations towards the PAM Budget for that period. This has had an impact on the 

implementation of the work-plan and staffing of the Secretariat.  

 

To facilitate the establishment of the Secretariat, in early 2007, the Parliament of Malta opened an 

account at the Bank of Valletta in Malta to receive and administer Member contributions for the 

2007 Budget relating to activities for the period August-December 2007.  

A cost plan covering this period was approved by the Bureau, and contributions by Member States 

were assessed in accordance with the IPU index. The 2007 Budget is provided in Annex 6. 
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The Speaker of the Maltese Parliament transferred control of the accounts to the Secretary General 

of the PAM in September 2007, following the signing of an Exchange of Letters between the 

Maltese Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Secretary General of the PAM on the provisional 

application of the key elements of the text of the Headquarters Agreement.  

 

From the very outset, it was the Secretariat’s intention to make best use of the funds available and 

to have a transparent accounting system that could be subject to scrutiny. It was decided from an 

early date, that, wherever possible, any expense above LM 1,000.00 (approximately Euro 2,300.00) 

would require an estimate from at least three suppliers.  

 

Another important decision taken related to staff recruitment. As the PAM does not have its own 

reserve fund, and given that not all contributions had been paid, it was decided that international 

staff could only be recruited on a temporary basis. In addition, the Maltese staff was selected by a 

transparent recruitment process with vacancies advertised in the national press and in collaboration 

with the Maltese Employment Agency
6
. 

 

The major expense made in the initial stages of the Secretariat’s functioning, however, related to the 

procurement of a complete and integrated IT system. The original estimate allocated under the 2007 

preliminary cost-plan was Euros 20,000.00 (twenty thousand euros). However, in order to meet the 

basic requirements of the Assembly and provide a secure and efficient service, the final cost came 

to Euro 30,000.00 (thirty thousand Euro). A tender adjudication panel was established for this 

purpose with IT experts from the Maltese Ministries of Foreign Affairs and the Malta Financial 

Services - tender and selection process has been duly recorded and a report is available from the 

PAM archives. 

 

To meet this unexpected higher cost, and in order to keep within the allocated budget, it was 

decided that wherever possible the Secretariat would hire rather than incur additional major 

expenses. Accordingly, a service vehicle and office equipment, including multipurpose 

fax/photocopiers/printers, were hired. 

 

On only two exceptional occasions did the Secretariat decide not to choose the least expensive 

option. The first related to the hire of interpretation booths and audio equipment, and the second 

concerned interpreters’ services, given the importance of ensuring the quality and reliability of the 

services provided. The selection took place in consultation with the Maltese Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. 

 

In both instances, these decisions have proven right, as the PAM has since been able to benefit from 

a service of the highest quality during its meetings in Malta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
6 The financial statements only reflect a charge for the Secretary General’s basic salary for the month of December 

2007. The United Nations did not charge the PAM with the Secretary General’s basic salary for the period 1 August - 

30 November 2007, as during that period he was authorized to serve the PAM by using the balance of his annual leave. 
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Working Capital Fund 

 

 

As is the case with other international organisations, the PAM needed to establish its own Working 

Capital Fund (Reserve Fund) so that the Assembly could smoothly manage the transition from one 

financial year to the next without interrupting its activities and without putting unnecessary pressure 

on the administrative services of national Parliaments. This fund was also needed to meet any 

unforeseen expenditure which may be requested by the Assembly. At the meeting of the Bureau in 

Rabat (September 2007), it was agreed that an amount of Euro 100,000 would have to be set aside 

for this purpose. However, in order to avoid placing any additional heavy financial burden on the 

Members, it was agreed that this amount would be spread over a period of five years. The Assembly 

endorsed the establishment of the Reserve Fund at the Plenary Session in Malta, in November 2007. 

Therefore, starting with a first instalment in 2008, and until 2012, PAM Members will contribute 

Euro 20,000 per year, through proportionally-indexed contribution from the Members. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

The financial statements related to 2007 were drafted by the competent department of the the PAM 

Secretariat and have been reviewed by an internal auditor in accordance with the financial rules of 

the Assembly. Furthermore, these financial statements have been prepared in accordance with 

International Accounting Standards and have been duly audited by the PAM’s external auditors 

RSM Malta; members of RSM International a global organization of independent professional 

services firm. The External Auditor’s Report together with the Management Report on the financial 

statement are attached herewith as Annex 7 and Annex 8, respectively.  

 

 

 

 

Eight annexes are attached to the final report, namely: 

 

Annex 1: 2007 Financial Performance  

Annex 2: Financial Position as at 31
st
 December 2007 

Annex 3: 2007 Cash-flow Statement 

Annex 4: Chart: Actual Expenditure August to December 2007 

Annex 5: Chart: Budgeted Expenditure vs Actual Expenditure August- December 2007 

Annex 6: 2007 Budget 

Annex 7: External Auditors’ Report 

Annex 8: Management’s Responsibility for Financial Reporting 
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Notes to the Financial Statements 

 

 

1. Nature of organisation 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is the parliamentary institution that brings 

together the parliaments of all the countries of the Mediterranean basin on an equal footing. 

 

The Assembly is an autonomous political institution with its own international legal personality and 

legal capacity. It has been created by decisions of the national parliaments of the countries of the 

Mediterranean basin. 

 

The PAM is a forum for national Parliaments of the Mediterranean to discuss and suggest solutions 

to the problems and challenges that are typical of the region.  In an effort to have as wide a view as 

possible of the concerns of the region and of the solutions being proposed, co-operation has been 

extended to other Parliamentary Assemblies, as well as international and regional organizations. 

 

The PAM is run by a Secretariat based in Malta.  The Secretariat reports to the Bureau, which in 

turn reports to the Assembly. 

 

The Financial Regulations of the PAM are the overall governing instruments of the Assembly’s 

financial administration.   

 

 

 

2. Accounting Period 

 

These financial statements cover the period 1 August 2007 to 31 December 2007. 

 

 

3. Accounting Policies and Basis of Presentation 
 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 

International Accounting Standards applicable to a going-concern which assume that the 

organisation will continue in operation for the foreseeable future and will be able to realise its assets 

and discharge its liabilities in the normal course of operations. 

 

a. Revenue Recognition 

 

2007 assessed contributions are recognised as revenue when they become due. Contributions 

relating to 2005/06 are recognised when received. 

 

b. Office and other Equipment 

 

Office and other equipment purchased, such as IT equipment, are being fully written off in the year 

of purchase and are not being capitalised. 
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c. Taxes 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean enjoys a tax-exempt status in Malta and is 

therefore not subject to any taxation on its income. 

 

d. Foreign Currency Translations 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean uses Euro as its functional currency. Expenses 

items arising from transactions in currencies other than the Euro are converted into Euro at the rates 

applicable at the date of the transaction. 

 

 

e. Use of estimates 

 

The preparation of financial statements may at times require management to make estimates and 

assumptions that affect the amounts reported in the financial statements and accompanying notes. 

These estimates are based on management’s best knowledge of current events and actions that the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean may undertake in the future. Actual results could 

differ from these estimates. 

 

 

 

4. Accounts Receivable 
 

The accounts receivables appearing on the Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2007 

(Annex 2) relate to three Members’ arrears in 2007 assessed contributions.  

 

These financial statements recognise revenue relating to 2005/06 only when received.  

 

At 31 December 2007 five Member countries had accounts in arrears relating to 2005/06 assessed 

contributions. These do not appear under Accounts Receivable on the Statement of Financial 

Position as at 31 December 2007. 
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The following table gives further details: 

 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

Contributions Assessed for 2007 

as well as 2005/6 Special Budget and 2007 Contributions outstanding 

as at 31 December 2007 

 
 
 

*At the inaugural Session, the members of the PAM decided to waive Palestine’s contribution. 
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5. Advance from IPU 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has a loan of EUR 20,000 from the Inter-

Parliamentary Union. This loan is repayable in four annual instalments of EUR 5,000 each 

commencing in 2008. 
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Annex 1 

2007 Financial Performance 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN   

Statement of Financial Performance     
for the period 1 August 2007 to 31 December 2007 in 
Euros     

         

         

         

              2007   

         

       EUR  

         

Operating Income       

         

 1 Assessed Contributions 2007     178.964   

         

         

  Total Operating Income        178.964    

         

Operating Expenses       

         

 1 Staff         58.950   

 2 Services        38.434   

 3 Operational Costs        44.958   

         

  Total Operating Expenses        142.342    

         

 Operating Surplus        36.622  

         

Working Capital Fund, Beginning of Year             -     

 Operating Surplus        36.622   

 Interest earned          1.822   

 Other Contributions received re 2005/06        4.978   

         

  Working Capital Fund, End of Year        43.422    
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Annex 2 

Financial Position at 31st December 2007 

 

 

 

 
 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN   

Statement of Financial Position at 31 December 2007 in Euros   

         

         

         

              2007   

         

       EUR  

         

ASSETS        

Bank balances     
      
99.754   

         

         

Accounts Receivable       

 Contributions outstanding re 2007   
      
25.828   

         

         

  TOTAL ASSETS         
    
125.582    

         

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES      

Accounts Payable and Accrued Payables   
      
62.160   

Advance from IPU     
      
20.000   

         

  
TOTAL 
Liabilities         82.160    

         

Working Capital Fund (after contribution)   
      
43.422   

         

  
TOTAL LIABILITIES and 
RESERVES     

    
125.582    
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Annex 3 

2007 Cash-flow Statement 

 

 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN   

Statement of Cashflows      
for the period 1 August 2007 to 31 December 2007 in 
Euros     

         

         

         

              2007   

         

       EUR  

         

Opening Cash Balance                 -     

         

Cash provided by (used in) Operations     

 Operating Surplus     36.622  

 plus non-cash expenditures      

 Changes in Receivables    (25.828)  

 Changes in Payables     82.160  

         

  Total cash from Operations       92.954   

         

Cash provided by the Working Capital Fund    

 Other Contributions     4.978  

 Interest      1.822  

         

  Total cash from Working Capital Fund     6.800   

         

Cash used in Financing Activities      

 Loan from (Repayment to)                  -     

         

  Total cash from Financing                     -      

         

Cash used in Investing Activities      

 Other Assets                   -     

         

  Total cash used in investments                   -      

         

  Closing Cash Balance       99.754   
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Annex 4 
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Annex 5 
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Annex 6 

2007 Bugdet 

 

 

 

  
  

    

    

   
EUR 

    

   
2007 

    
Staff 

  

    
82,000  

Services 
  

    
49,764  

Operational costs 
 

    
47,200  

    

   

  
178,964  
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Annex 7 

External Auditors’ Report 
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Annex 8 
Management’s Report 

  

 


