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THE PAM ACADEMIC PLATFORM
FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN

ORIGIN AND OBJECTIVES
PAM, as part of its role as the leading international parliamentary organization in the Mediterranean
region, promoting cooperation and dialogue among Member States, has established an Academic
Platform with the aim to facilitate interaction among key actors in the fields of higher education and
research. These include national parliaments, universities, research centres and the productive sector.
Early in 2008, PAM adopted the “Fez Programme”, which builds on a series of activities in the field of
higher education aimed at fostering mutual cooperation and understanding amongst PAM Member
States as a whole region. It envisages, inter alia, the organization of meetings between PAM MPs, the
productive sector, professors, researchers and students.
The PAM Academic Platform is a mechanism, which gathers, around the same table, stakeholders of
different sectors, who can benefit from each other’s expertise in a goal-oriented manner, with the
purpose of providing MPs with the state of the art information on key issues and, on the other hand,
provide Academia and the productive sector with direct access to decision makers.
The PAM Academic Platform promotes knowledge transfer within the region with the following
objectives:






Creation of a regional knowledge exchange mechanism;
Stimulation of regional cooperation among parliamentarians, Academia, students and
representatives of the productive sector;
Facilitate mobility for professors and students in the Mediterranean region;
Offer a hub enabling stakeholders to draw upon top expertise for activities on specific topics
Identify areas of excellence

DEVELOPMENTS AND PROPOSED ACTIVITIES
On 12 December 2014, the PAM Platform was launched on the occasion of an International Conference
hosted by the Rector of the University of Catania (Italy). This meeting was intended to define the basics
of the mechanism; to establish first contacts; propose projects and schedule future steps of the Platform;
draw up a preliminary list of participants and partners, and specify their availability for future
collaboration; build a working group focused on the issues of students’ mobility; set up a list of
priorities for the future work-plan; delegate a focal point for each stakeholder, to simplify the
communication and coordination of the project.
After the inaugural event in Catania, the Platform is serving as a basic structure, which simplifies and
speeds up the process of networking for stakeholders by providing them with the required information
through a continuously updated database comprising all participants, existing networks, their projects
and mutual agreements. Stakeholders will therefore quickly and easily find out who and how to
approach in order to find the best possible partner for their activities.
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As part of their mandate, PAM MPs and the Secretariat are contributing to the academic sector by
offering their knowledge to researchers, PhD and Master students, who gain practical information for
their studies. This allows access to the decision makers’ wealth of knowledge.
Furthermore, thanks to the Platform’s mapping of the regional centres of excellence, PAM and MPs are
drawing upon the academic world, in order to strengthen the scientific background of their activities at a
National and regional level.
Since its launch in December 2014, a number of members of the PAM Academic Platform have been
actively contributing to various events organized/attended by PAM, notably:

-

-

-

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) event “Private Sector Forum
on Food Security in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Region”, held on 5 May 2015, in
Barcelona, Spain
PAM meeting on the “Protection of Cultural Heritage threatened with Destruction”, hosted by the
Parliament of Morocco under the High Patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI on 14-15
May 2015, in Rabat
Human Rights and Security Summer School, held on 21-25 June 2015, in Palermo , Italy
The United Nations Summit for the Adoption of the Post-2015 Development Agenda, held on 25-27
September, in New York.

PAM has also successfully signed a number of agreement protocols granting university students internship
programs at PAM HQ with the following universities:

-

Bocconi University
University of Catania
University of Florence
University of Ljubljana
University of Malta
University of Naples ‘Federico II’
University of Siena
University of Sorbonne, Paris/Villefranche-sur-Mere
GID – Inter-academic Group for Development
MISTRALS – Mediterranean Integrated Studies at Regional and Local Scales

Furthermore, PAM has facilitated the granting of scholarships by the Republic of Slovenia to the nationals of
the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Tunisian Republic. The awarded scholarships cover master or doctoral
programs offered by higher education institutions in the Slovenian Republic. The total value of these
scholarships amounts to EUR 200,0001.
For what concerns the activities of the Academic Platform for 2016, the University of Siena will be joining
PAM in participating, and contributing to the 13th Dubai International Humanitarian Conference (DIHAD),
to be held on 21-23 March 2016. The theme of the 2016 Session will be ‘Innovation and Food Security’.
PAM is currently coordinating with University of Porto (Portugal), as well as with University Roma 3
(Italy), in order to organize two meetings in the 2nd semester of 2016.
* All the documents related to the PAM Academic Platform are available for download on PAM’s website:
www.pam.int. If interested in becoming member of the Platform, please do not hesitate to contact: Ms.
Fatima Khachi (email: progofficer1@pam.int)
1

More information on these scholarships can be obtained from the following link: http://www.skladkadri.si/fileadmin/dokumenti/Razpisi/129-javni-razpis/129-razpis-Egipt-Tunizija-EN.pdf
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