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Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

 

a) noting that recent upheavals in several Southern Mediterranean countries are the 

direct result of the increase in the prices of basic commodities, as well as of deeper 

social and economic concerns, including unemployment, in particular for the youth; 

b) convinced that economic growth is fundamental to achieve social and political 

stability; 

c) underlining the importance of economic integration in order to stimulate investments,  

generate  employment and increase the purchasing power of the populations; 

d) recalling the objective of the Barcelona process to establish a Mediterranean Free 

Trade Area by 2010, and, in that respect, highlighting  the numerous remaining 

barriers to trade; 

e) convinced that the PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the 

Mediterranean represents a unique forum for the exchange of best practices and 

lessons learned in the sector of regional economic cooperation; 

f) recalling that all Trade and Investments Agencies of PAM countries are de facto 

members of the Panel, alongside the 26 national parliaments members of PAM; 

g) convinced that national Trade and Investment Promotion Agencies can play a key role 

as “one stop shops” for entrepreneurs and other business operators; 

h) welcoming the “Partnership for Democracy and Shared Prosperity with the Southern 

Mediterranean” (COM(2011) 200 final) and “A new response to a changing 

Neighbourhood” (COM(2011) 303) proposed by the European Commission and the 

High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy in March 

2011; 

i) recalling the existence of the InfraMed Fund and its investments project in the 

infrastructure in Southern and Eastern Mediterranean; 
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j) having regard to the commitment of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to 

support reforms in the MENA region, as outlined in the preparatory report for the G8 

meeting in Deauville, France; 

k) noting the reinforced commitment of the World Bank to assist Tunisia and Egypt over 

the next 2 years; 

l) having regard to the Deauville Declaration “Renewed Commitment for Freedom and 

Democracy”, adopted by the G8 on 27 May 2011; 

m) welcoming the consolidation of the partnership between PAM and the United Nations 

Agencies on economic issues; 

n) having regard to the agreed conclusions of the 2
nd

 Operational Meeting of the PAM 

Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, held in Geneva on 4-5 

May 2011; 

o) underlining that SMEs represent an engine for growth and development for the 

economies of the Mediterranean region; 

p) convinced that effective transport infrastructures are essential for economic growth; 

q) noting that existing customs clearance procedures, in several PAM countries, impede 

effective transport facilities and slow down business transactions, and noting in that 

regard, that the existing disparity between transport networks on the North and the 

South shores of the Mediterranean; 

r) further noting that the tourism sector, in several PAM countries, was severely 

impacted by the recent upheavals; 

s) considering the energy sector as critical for economic development and stability of the 

entire region;  

t) underlining the scarcity of water resources in the region, and the importance of sound 

water management practices, including non-conventional water systems management; 

u) noting the conclusions of the 8
th

 Euro-Med Ministerial Meeting on Industrial 

Cooperation Conference (Malta, 11-12 May 2011), to which PAM participated;  

v) having regard to the outcome of the workshop “A financial instrument for the 

Mediterranean and MENA region”, held in Palermo, Italy, on 20 May 2011, 

 

 

 

I. Remains committed to further support regional economic integration, and to achieve 

the realization of a Mediterranean Free Trade Area, with the assistance of its Panel, 

which has become, since its launch in 2010, a unique instrument to disseminate 

information and enhance cooperation amongst all the relevant economic actors active 

in the region; 

II. Invites all member parliaments to seek the involvement of all relevant national 

economic and financial actors, such as Trade and Investment Promotion Agencies, 

banking institutions, Chambers of Commerce and Business Associations in the PAM 

Panel; 
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III. Invites all national parliaments to study the adoption of specific legislation in order to 

boost the SMEs’ ability to generate employment, especially in the labour-intensive 

area of agriculture, as well as to support tourism; 

IV. Calls for the improvement of the infrastructure system in the Southern shores of the 

Mediterranean, especially within the South-South framework and, in that regard, 

encourages governments of the Northern Mediterranean to support investments in 

infrastructure for the MENA region countries; 

V. Encourages the countries of the region which have not yet adopted the TIR Convention 

to proceed with its adoption; 

VI. Invites competent national authorities to work towards the establishment of the “Single 

Window System”; 

VII. Calls for the setting up of an independent regional institution to provide technical 

support and monitor ongoing projects in the energy sector, through the relaunching of 

the Rome Euro-Mediterranean Energy Platform (REMEP), which was established by 

the Euro-Mediterranean Energy Ministerial Conference of December 2003; 

VIII. Encourages all national parliaments to study the feasibility of introducing non-

conventional water systems management, such as desalinization and water reuse; 

IX. Is open to actively contribute to the Euro-Med discussion on economy, finance and 

trade at the working group level; 

X. Welcomes the proposal to establish a Mediterranean Partnership Fund, to support and 

finance investments in the region, in synergy with the economic and financial 

institutions which are already contributing in promoting investments; 

XI. Will scrutinize the disbursement of funds pledged by the international community for 

the region as a way to support democratization and economic development in the long-

term; 

XII. Expresses great satisfaction and thanks to all the members of the Panel, also expresses 

the wish that work continues both at the sectoral level and at Panel level. 

 

 


