
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intervention of the Secretary General of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean 

 

Amb. Sergio Piazzi 

 

The Paris International Model United Nations 

 

UNESCO, Paris, 20 May 2012 
 

 

 

          Check against delivery 

 

 

  

Distinguished guest,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is an honour for me to be present here with you today, and share with you a few words on the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean.  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) is an international, inter-state organization 

established in 2005, following fifteen years of cooperation among States of the Mediterranean region. 

Cooperation focused on themes of common interest, such as political, socio-economic and 

environmental issues.  

The process, known as the Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM), 

and which began in 1990, developed under the auspices of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). The 

main objective of PAM is to forge political, economic and social cooperation among the member 
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states in order to find common solutions to the challenges facing the region, and to create a space for 

peace and prosperity for the Mediterranean peoples. 

PAM serves as a forum of parliamentary dialogue and a regional partner complementing traditional 

diplomacy, dedicated to sectoral priorities requiring urgent action in the region.  

Our Assembly is the centre of excellence for regional parliamentary diplomacy, and a unique forum 

whose membership is open exclusively to Mediterranean countries, which are represented on equal 

footing.  

 The bulk of its work is conducted within three Standing Committees; 1
st
 Standing Committee: 

Political and Security-related Cooperation and Regional Stability; 2
nd

 Standing Committee: 

Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation, Development and Partnership; and 3
rd 

Standing 

Committee: Dialogue among Civilisations and Human Rights. 

PAM also set up ad-hoc Committees or Special Task Forces to tackle a particular topic (i.e. Middle 

East, Migration, Free Trade, Terrorism, Climate Change, Natural Resources Management, Energy and 

Gender issues, etc…). these reports and resolution are considered to be “soft diplomacy” tools when 

dealing with parliaments, governments and civil society in the region.  

The General Assembly of the United Nations granted the Observer Status to the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean, by Resolution A/RES/64/124, at its 64
th
 Session on 16

th
 December 

2009, in recognition of its excellent work.  

Today’s challenges, including migration, climate change and most importantly the resurgence of 

conflicts, require a collective effort, good will and confidence building measures. 

An essential link with civil society, parliamentarians are key to any political decision-making process. 

In order to ensure coherence and coordination in decision processes, including social peace, it is 

necessary that parliamentarians fully participate in today’s regional debates thereby contributing to the 

elaboration of policies that bear both an immediate impact and a long-term impact for future 

generations. 

Likely, the political dialogue established among members of PAM, in particular with respect to 

Middle East issues, is of vital importance. 

In furtherance of its objectives, PAM encourages the inter-governmental support of the main actors in 

the region as well as regional institutions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The finest asset of a country is not its natural resources or its geographical location or the power of its 

companies. The finest asset is its citizens, the people who make it and contribute to its prosperity 
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every single day. 

 Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that education is a basic human right 

and emphasises that primary education should be free and compulsory. But the fundamental principles 

of education should be the expansion of human personality, the strengthening of Human Rights and 

basic freedoms, and to increase understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations, races and 

religions. 

Education encompasses all segments of the population, regardless of their age, gender, religion or 

nationality. Therefore, it is our obligation to support, promote and advocate for access to education for 

all, and to use education as an instrument to support democracy, tolerance, solidarity, integration, and 

to motivate the search for a better future for each individual and the community to which they belong.  

At PAM we already tackled these elements in different reports and resolutions and, we dedicated a 

special seminar to the issue of education in Morocco in 2008, and launched the “Fez Programme”. 

 The Fez Programme, builds on a series of actions in the field of education aimed at fostering 

cooperation and understanding amongst member states of PAM and the Mediterranean region as a 

whole. 

 It refers to the promotion of higher education, the organization of meetings between the PAM MPs 

and students, and the setting up of a “Summer School”. 

The Assembly agreed this year that this document, which serves as a guideline, has to be revised, 

further consolidated and brought up to the expectations of the people, as resulting from the Arab 

Spring, and as a result of the many protest movement in the European countries, where the people in 

the streets also call for more transparency, accountability, better governance and more participation in 

the “Res-Publica”. This is the expression that the Romans used to define the “public function” and the 

“common governance”. All this can only be achieved through proper and accessible education. 

PAM-UNESCO Partnership 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and UNESCO have long established a 

cooperation in the field of Education, Science and Technology.  Most recently, it was agreed to 

establish a Task Force dedicated to the Mediterranean.  

I wish to share with you also, the role of PAM in facing the challenges brought about by the Arab 

spring and the wind of change which is blowing throughout our region. PAM acted as a fully 

operational bridge between the two shores of the Mediterranean, and the international 

community, at the peak of the Arab spring.  

PAM has indeed closely monitored and accompanied the democratic transition process in the Arab 

spring countries as illustrated by its direct action in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, through its readiness 
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to support constitutional and legislative reforms and fair elections, and to economic recovery and 

sustainable growth. 

Immediate and long term humanitarian assistance have also been enabled by the Assembly 

through high-level field missions, as the one to Tunis, and the facilitation of UN Envoys missions to 

Libya and Syria. 

PAM was among the regional organisations invited to participate at the two last Syria Humanitarian 

Fora held in Geneva in March and April 2012, under the auspices of the United Nations Emergency 

Relief Coordinator (ERC). 

 We are in regular contact with Kofi Annan, the Joint Special Envoy of the UN-LAS on the Syrian 

crisis, the President of the Parliament of Lebanon and that of Syria, as well as the Ministry for Foreign 

Affairs of the Russian Federation, to facilitate dialogue, as requested by the Secretary General of the 

United Nations, H.E. Ban Ki-moon. 

PAM has also fully assumed the parliamentary dimension of the 5+5 dialogue as illustrated by its 

participation in last 5+5 ministerial conference in Rome on 20 February 2012.  

We should build upon this fruitful cooperation to ensure the cross-fertilization of our efforts and 

optimize our resources. PAM has already been invited to attend the 5+5 Head of States Summit which 

will take place in Valletta on 5 October 2012. 

The Middle East Peace Process remains a top priority of our Agenda. Regular meetings of the Vice 

Presidents of the Knesset and the PNC take place within our platform. PAM has also enhanced its 

cooperation with UN Secretariat to assist UN Special Coordinator, Ambassador Robert Serry, who 

participated in our Bureau meeting in Amman last January, together with the Jordanian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, H.E. Nasser Judeh. Our Assembly remains fully mobilized to facilitate the success of 

the last schedule of negotiations agreed upon the parties.  

Following the process of rationalization of our activities agreed at our last Plenary Session in Palermo, 

PAM has streamlined its activities to better address the requirements which emerged during the Arab 

Spring by focussing on key topics such as: Energy, Water, Food Security, Fight against 

unemployment by fostering jobs creation, Education and Youth, and Investments. 

In the Fight against unemployment and fostering jobs creation: PAM has mobilized its academic 

and economic network, and adapted its allocation of resources to focus on Employment as a top 

priority to address the current challenges to stabilize the region;  

PAM also dedicated a special report and resolution on this issue this year, within the framework of its 

3
rd

 Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilisations and Human Rights, which were endorsed 

last month during the meeting of the PAM Special Task Forces, and will be presented for adoption 

during the next Plenary Session in October.  
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On Investments: PAM has developed a structured cooperation with the EBRD to foster sectoral 

investments amounting to 2.5 billion Euros in 4 MENA countries (Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia and 

Morocco). I will have the honour to launch this collaboration by receiving next 2 May the EBRD 

President in Amman for in-depth consultations on regional economic priorities, and for the signature 

of an unprecedented memorandum of understanding between PAM is EBRD, which will give us the 

tool to bring our operational activities to the next level. The participation of our Assembly in the 

forthcoming international meeting on Public-Private Partnership in Istanbul at the end of May, as well 

as PAM Panel Financial Group meeting in Lisbon, Portugal, on 29 June, will be an excellent 

opportunity to associate other financial institutions and the representatives of SMEs, as well as our 

partners, to this regional initiative. 

On Energy: PAM has been particularly active in the energy sector and has already dealt with issues 

related to security, sustainable development, energy efficiency, renewable resources, civiler nuclear 

energy and production mix.  

The most recent activity is the international conference “Mediterranean Energy Highways: an urgent 

need”, held in Naples, Italy, on 17 November 2011, organized by PAM under the auspices of 

MEDREG, the Association of the Energy Regulators of the Mediterranean Region.  

Our Assembly is fully aware of the urgent need to elaborate effective methods to produce green energy; 

our basin has a unique potential for the production of solar energy, and several projects are being 

developed in the southern shore of the Mediterranean. 

PAM will maintain its commitment on Energy Issues and has already planned to hold a major 

conference on Renewable Energy, with focus on Solar Energy. The meeting will be hosted by the 

Parliament of Morocco and will also include a visit to the Concentrated Solar Power Plant Project in 

Ouarzazate, which I can define as the first step of the Euro-Mediterranean solar energy plan. 

On Environment: PAM has dealt regularly with “Environment” in the framework of our 2
nd

 

Committee. Already our Assembly approved a report dedicated to disaster response and UN 

coordination mechanisms, and one on the risks relevant to an explosion of an oil rig in the 

Mediterranean, based on the experience of what happened in the Gulf of Mexico.  

The report which PAM has prepared this year, titled The Mediterranean environment in jeopardy: 

a call for urgent action, aims at providing policy makers with a comprehensive picture of major 

hazards, both natural and technological, that represent a risk for the peoples of our region. It analyzes 

the various consequences of both natural and technological hazards on the Mediterranean economy 

and population and puts forward the responses required to prevent and mitigate the risks. 

As you can see, PAM strives to address the various challenges facing the Mediterranean, through its 

parliamentary diplomacy and its unique multinational fora which expands from the North to the South 

of the Mediterranean. 
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PAM works towards the facilitation of further networking between its member states and beyond, 

which is achieved through an open door policy towards those who wish to learn about the role of the 

Assembly and the way it operates. Education, training and knowledge building, are the most 

appropriate tools that PAM resorts to as a means to stimulate intercultural dialogue as a source for 

peace, stability and development in the region.  

In its commitment within this scope, PAM has been offering internships at the Secretariat 

Headquarters, in St. Julians, Malta, since its inception in 2007. Such experiences are proving to be 

both a space for cultural enrichment about Mediterranean issues, as well as, opportunities for the 

beneficiaries to enhance their professional and personal qualities. Some, have indeed undertaken such 

internships in fulfilment of the research phase in their Post-Graduate studies. 

It is customary for the Assembly to host interns for periods of six months, during which there is ample 

time to grasp the philosophy informing the strategic approach in the implementation of the 

programme of activities.  

Interns receive a holistic experience of the day to day running of an international  parliamentary 

Assembly, where a taste of applied soft diplomacy serves as a bridge between the academic 

experience of the interns and the real life application of textbook theories.   

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean has so far hosted over twenty interns from the 

littoral states of the Mediterranean basin and beyond.  The first two interns came from the Unites 

States, followed by Italian, French, Moroccan, Palestinian, Maltese, Belgian and French-Tunisian 

graduates.  Most interns avail themselves of EU funded Programmes such as the Leonardo and the 

Erasmus Projects, as well as, other Regional Funding Schemes.   

PAM is more than just an experience. The hands-on style adopted by the Secretariat for those who 

choose to spend a period of time in the historical Spinola Palace in Malta, represents a unique 

opportunity to work shoulder to shoulder with experienced administrators, diplomats, communication 

and public information experts, speech writers, assembly and programme officers, who are willing to 

share their accumulated knowledge and experience and who are down to earth enough as to exchange 

views, ideas and reflections within a team spirit attitude. This reflects also the overarching 

Mediterranean character, where a ‘number of civilisations piled one above the other’, share common 

challenges and aspirations.  

 

Therefore, allow me to take this opportunity to welcome anyone interested in joining our internship 

programme.  

 

And thank you all for your attention.  


