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3
rd

 Standing Committee on Dialogue among Civilizations 

and Human Rights 

 

Special Task Force on Gender and Equality Issues 

“Achieving Gender Equality” 

Rapporteur: Hon. Aşkın Asan (Turkey) 

Co-rapporteur: Hon. Houda Bizid Blaiech (Tunisia) 

 

Resolution unanimously approved on 30 October 2010, 

during the V
th

 Plenary Session, Rabat 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

a) Bearing in mind that as elected legislative bodies, parliaments play a crucial role in 

channeling public participation in policy making as well as shaping the society’s 

future; 

b) Emphasizing that greater participation of women in government and politics 

strengthens democracy and gives way to a more prosperous and balanced society; 

c) Recalling that despite some progress in the representation of women in world 

parliaments, the rate of increase is very slow and the global average of women 

holding parliamentary seats is far from the target of 30 percent set in the Beijing 

Declaration in 1995; 

d) Regreting the fact that, as of 2010, none of the PAM countries met the target set by 

Beijing Declaration and that PAM Member States actually rank below world average 

with respect to women’s representation in parliaments; 

e) Recalling that gender equality has been on the agenda of PAM since its establishment 

as well as the two specific resolutions on gender equality endorsed by PAM in the 

past; 

f) Also reminding that gender data from all PAM countries is needed to evaluate the 

issue in depth; Recalling in that respect the questionnaire on “Gender segregated data 

on the participation of women and men in political and public decision-making” 

which was developed by the Council of Europe in 2008 and which served as a model 

for a PAM questionnaire which was expected to be completed by March 2010; 

g) Acknowledging that with regard to the widely used electoral systems 

(majority/plurality, proportional, mixed), research has pointed out a direct link 
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between the choice of electoral system and the rate of female participation, and that 

women’s representation in countries with a proportional electoral system is 

significantly higher than in those with majority/plurality systems; 

h) Underlining the global trend of introducing electoral gender quotas in order to tackle 

the problem of under-representation of women despite the highly controversial nature 

of establishing such quotas; 

i) Noting with concern that among the countries with the highest level of women 

representation in their parliaments, there are no countries from PAM and that the most 

performing countries in equal representation matters use some type of electoral 

gender quotas; 

j) Stressing that electoral gender quotas alone are not sufficient to resolve the problem 

of under representation and they must be supplemented with other measures including 

awareness raising, education and funding to name a few; 

k) Noting that political parties maintain firm control over the selection of candidates and 

establishing voluntary party quotas could ease the problem of under representation of 

women; 

l) Also noting that other types of quotas also exist, including legislative and 

constitutional quotas, and that sanctions for non-compliance are equally important in 

achieving their intended targets; 

m) Emphasizing that establishing a more effective electoral gender quota system needs to 

focus on three characteristics: the design of a quota policy, matching the selected 

quota system with the broader political structure, and the relative balance between 

actors who support or oppose the quota policy; 

1. Concludes that there is still much to do before overcoming the resistance in politics 

against achieving meaningful levels of gender equality and in this regard electoral 

gender quotas can be implemented as they represent one of the tools that can actually 

make a difference,  

2. Agrees that the parliaments of the Mediterranean region should lead the way and 

show political commitment to reach the goal of establishing greater representation in 

all spheres of political and public life. 

 

 

 

 


