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PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 

ASSEMBLEE PARLEMENTA IRE DE LA MEDITERRANEE 

مال سوت ــ ــ ــ بألا ـط ي ضــ ــح  ين ل~~ـر لر ةــ يعمجال ال~م ــ  ـة

 

2nd Standing Committee 

on Economic, Social and Environmental Cooperation 

Special Task Force on Free Trade 

Rapporteur Mr. Milan M. Cvikl (Slovenia) 

Resolution on Commitment Towards Free Trade in the Mediterranean 

[adopted by consensus during the 3
rd

 Plenary Session in Monaco on 14 November 2008 ] 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

a) acknowledging the role of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean as a political 

platform for promoting the common interests of the Mediterranean countries, providing a 

mechanism for their political activity, thus contributing to peace, freedom, stability, 

security, socio-economic and sustainable development, that so far have not been 

sufficiently realised, 

b) having regard to the working paper 'Building on our Common Mediterranean Heritage', 

adopted at the 2nd plenary session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

establishing a vision for stability, prosperity and development in the Mediterranean 

countries, 

c) having regard to the commitments of the Barcelona Process, adopted at the Euro-

Mediterranean Foreign Ministers Conference in Barcelona in November 1995, with the 

final aim of establishing free movement of goods, services and capital by 2010, 

d) recognizing the importance of security and stability for development and progress of the 

Member States of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, and that in order to 

overcome political differences when tackling regional challenges full cooperation is 

required of all countries, 
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e) recognizing the disproportionality of economic and social disparities between the North 

and South Mediterranean countries; whereas, in order to achieve balanced economic 

development of the Mediterranean, political will needs to be mobilised, 

f) recognizing the need for fair, balanced and proportionate development of all 

Mediterranean countries, especially in the South Mediterranean, taking into account 

diverging individual developments of the South and North Mediterranean countries, and 

the processes of global economy, 

g) recognizing that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean is an action-oriented 

organisation dedicated to developing the collective vision through concrete projects for 

everyone's benefit, 

h) stressing the need for cooperation based on mutual partnership among all Mediterranean 

countries, Member States of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

i) acknowledging the importance of free trade as the basic prerequisite for ensuring 

prosperity and economic growth, while providing a linking element between different 

values and cultures, 

j) recognising the disproportionality of trade exchange between and within the North and 

South Mediterranean countries; whereas increased trade in goods and services will assist 

the expansion of export, boosting, subsequently, the growth of domestic productivity, 

lowering the level of unemployment, and increasing income growth as well as reducing 

the migration pressures, 

k) acknowledging the role of the Mediterranean countries as an important international trade 

partner; whereas the Mediterranean continues to serve as a natural vehicle for 30% of 

world maritime trade, guaranteeing the long-term prosperity of the region as a whole, 

l) recognising the positive impacts of free trade within the European Union, the Free Trade 

Association (EFTA) and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 

m) recognising the fact that not all countries, members of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean, entered into mutual free trade agreements, 

n) taking into account the anticipated positive aspects of the establishment of free trade in 

the Mediterranean, resulting in increased trade in goods and greater inflow of foreign 

investment, and enhancing the productivity, competitiveness and economic growth, while 

decreasing the likelihood of monopolies as well as lowering prices of individual products, 

thus ensuring, in a long term, an equal and fair relationship between the developed and the 

less developed countries for greater prosperity of the Mediterranean, 

o) taking into account the likelihood of increased economic dependency between the 

member countries, the increased structural unemployment, particularly in services and 

agricultural products, and the related decrease in income, the decrease in trade and 

technology exchange with non-member countries, possibly resulting in higher pressure on 
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the economically less developed countries, accelerated rural-urban migration as well as 

the negative impact on the environment, if no mitigation strategies are undertaken, 

Whereas special responsibility shall be attached to the Mediterranean region due to historical, 

geographical, trade, economic, and strategic reasons with the aim of creating supportive policies, 

instruments and actions, in order to establish inner cohesion and the subsequent development and 

progress of the region; 

Whereas adequate institutional frameworks need to be established, providing for creation and 

implementation of policies, instruments and actions, in order to promote development of just and 

economically progressive societies in the Mediterranean; 

Whereas incentives for home and foreign investment are needed, stimulating the inflow of fresh 

capital, thus guaranteeing increased economic growth and prosperity of the citizens of the 

Mediterranean countries, 

The Member States of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean have agreed to: 

1. Call on the Governments of the Member States to establish, as soon as possible, a free 

trade area on the Member States' territory, and to this end, urge them to provide for 

political, economic and cultural cooperation, and to remove all obstacles to creation of the 

free trade area, such as customs duties, import tariffs and quotas for complementary 

products; 

2. Call on the Governments of the Member States to establish effective mechanisms for 

encouraging free competition and foreign investment, as well as to provide technical and 

financial support for their implementation; 

3. Call on the Governments of the Member States to ensure closer economic cooperation 

among themselves and further urge them to explore possibilities of concluding regional 

free trade agreements, in order to remove mutual market restrictions for all kinds of 

goods, resulting in an increase in economic growth and in living standard; 

4. Call on the Governments of the Member States to set up a Mediterranean Development 

Bank, in order to provide an incentive for domestic and foreign investment, thus 

stimulating the inflow of fresh capital, in cooperation with financial institutions of the 

Mediterranean countries, the European Investment Bank and other international financial 

institutions (the World Bank, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(EBRD), International Monetary Fund (IMF), export guarantee banks and companies, 

etc.); 

5. Call on the Governments of the Member States to adopt an action plan aimed at boosting 

the positive effects while reducing the adverse impacts of the free trade establishment 

among the Member States; 
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6. Call on the Governments of the Member States to implement necessary reforms, that will, 

in the long run, stimulate economic development and minimize the differences in 

development of countries, particularly in the relation North-South; 

7. Call on the Governments of the Member States to adopt a strategic collective vision for 

development and stabilisation of the Mediterranean in the political, economic, social, 

cultural and other spheres; 

8. Call on the Governments of the Member States to report to their respective national 

parliaments and to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean on the progress of 

implementation of the mentioned commitments, made by the year 2010; 

9. Call on the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean and the Parliaments of the 

Member States to support current and proposed Mediterranean initiatives, and promote 

them at the national parliamentary level, in so far they reflect the spirit underlying PAM 

objectives and ideals; 

10. Consider, after having learned of the initiative to establish a Union for the Mediterranean, 

that all Member States of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean should 

become members of the mentioned Union; 

11. Call on the European Commission to result with timely and concrete proposals in relation 

to all pending issues of the Union for the Mediterranean; 

12. Invites the President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean to forward this 

resolution to the Heads of Governments of the Member States of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Mediterranean, the President of the Interparliamentary Union, and the 

President of the European Commission as well as the President of the French Republic; 

13. Requests the national delegations to disseminate the resolution to all members of the 

national parliaments. 


