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The Special Task Force on Environment and Climate Change, 

 

 

Recognising the valuable heritage the Mediterranean is carrying in terms of natural resources, 

marine ecosystems and biodiversity, landscapes, history and culture, 

 

Expressing its serious concern about the negative effects of climate change in the Mediterranean, 

mainly the water shortage, the drought and floods, the loss of ecosystems, the health risks, the 

damages of infrastructures,  

 

Recalling the IPCC report, released in November 2007, which confirms the threats posed by 

climate change, in particular the rise of the temperature due to anthropogenic factors,  

 

Noting that the security of the coastal areas of Mediterranean will be threatened by the expected 

millions of refugees that will seek for better living conditions,  

 

Assessing the immigration policies as lacking the incorporation of the new reality of 

environmental refugees and threats of environmental conflicts or wars,  

 

Recalling the UN Convention to Combat Desertification which links the environment 

degradation to migration and conflict issues, as an important instrument to address the serious 

environmental degradation of the Mediterranean, and the loss of agriculture land due to 

urbanization and salinisation,  

 

Stressing the adaptation and mitigation effort that all Mediterranean countries should make to 

address the continued environmental degradation,  
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Convinced that any effort to address the negative effects of climate change should include energy 

saving schemes, the use of renewable energies, and more sustainable production and 

consumption patterns, as a way to achieve the region’s sustainable development, the reduction of 

the pollution and the energy efficiency, 

 

Welcoming the Bali Roadmap as the outcome of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in 

Bali, December 2007, and having high expectations on the results of the negotiations on Bali 

Action Plan, that has been started at the end of March 2008 in Bangkok, and will be continued 

later this year in Poznan, to be concluded at the end of 2009 in Copenhagen. 

 

Recognising the efforts endeavoured by United Nation Environment Programme/the 

Mediterranean Action Plan to address the regional environmental problems, through the 

modified Barcelona Convention and its Protocols, as well as the Mediterranean Strategy for 

Sustainable Development, 

 

Recognising the UN Convention on Biological Biodiversity as an international instrument to 

address the conservation of biodiversity, including the Mediterranean region, linked to the social 

welfare and the economic growth of present and future generations,  

 

Highlighting the establishing of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (Barcelona Process), as a 

wide framework of cooperation between the 25 EU states and 10 Mediterranean Partners, in 

which the sustainable development and its environmental dimension has been integrated, 

 

Emphasising on the European Neighbourhing Policy as a bilateral instrument to reinforce the 

Euro-Mediterranean Partnership through the implementation of jointly agreed National Action 

Plans, which focus on key areas like economic development, energy and environment, 

 

Welcoming the HORIZON 2020 Initiative and its objectives to tackle all major sources of 

pollution of the Mediterranean Sea, including industrial emissions, municipal waste, and urban 

waste, 

 

Welcoming the 2008 Spring European Council’s conclusions, which focus on combating climate 

change, on halting biodiversity loss, on promoting environmental technologies and clean energy 

options, on supporting sustainable consumption and production,  

 

Welcoming the MED EU Water Initiative and its objectives related to water supply and sanitation 

and Integrated Water Resource Management, in line with the commitments undertaken at the 

World Summit on Sustainable Development (2002 in Johannesburg), 

 

Stressing the importance of funding instruments developed by the European Union, the European 

Investment Bank, the United Nations (UNEP, UNDP), the World Bank as well as the Global 

Environment Facility and the Mediterranean Environmental Technical Assistance (METAP ) to 

finance environmental projects, implementing the international conventions to combat climate 

change and desertification and preserve biodiversity, 
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On climate change 

 

I. Stresses the importance of  conducting an environmental policy in the Mediterranean 

which contributes to economic growth by enhancing Mediterranean assets, 

 

II. Stresses the need to build on and strengthen existing forms of cooperation, including 

UN Programmes and EU policies and initiatives, 

 

 

III. Calls for the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol from all Mediterranean states-Parties 

to the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, 1992),  

 

IV. Stresses the importance of the ratification and implementation of the Protocols of the 

Barcelona Convention, as well as all international environmental conventions from all 

parties, 

 

V. Calls on parliaments to design environmental legislation to reinforce a long-term 

climate change policy, including options like an ecological tax reform and to propose 

it to the governments of all Mediterranean states, 

 

VI. Calls for the implementation of periodic monitoring and assessment mechanisms of 

existing laws, regulations, policies and actions, and the adoption of severe measures 

for a country’s negative reported results,  

 

VII. Stresses the importance of  the implementation of good governance schemes at all 

levels which make effective use of human and financial resources, providing support 

in extreme-events situations and assisting in disaster preparedness, on the basis of the 

principles of participation, partnership and decentralization, 

 

VIII. Encourages the exchange of scientific and technical expertise and the conducting of 

joint studies in the Mediterranean, achieving, thus, significant synergies, 

 

IX. Supports the cooperation between governments, parliamentarians, local authorities, 

NGOs, civil society, private corporations, financial institutions, 

 

X. Calls for the mobilization of the existing and new funding instruments, in order to 

move from the feasibility studies to actual investments in environmental projects,  

 

XI. Suggests that parliaments should consider climate change when legislating on 

relevant social, economic and environmental policies and actions, 

 

XII. Stresses the responsibility of parliamentarians to assure the involvement of each 

country’s educational system in tackling the climate change, as a way to promote 

environmental education and raise the public awareness on climate change, 

 

XIII. Welcomes the declaration of the 5
th

 of June as the World Environment Day, as well 

as the 17
th

 of June as the World Day to Combat Desertification and calls for their use 

as vehicles to stimulate public awareness and political attention and action, 
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XIV. Suggests the organization of regional parliamentary workshops as a way to identify 

and share good practices, 

 

On energy 

 

 

XV. Supports the research on clean fuel and gas cleaning technologies, on hydrogen 

production and storage, on biomass conversion and on carbon sequestration and urges 

for the use and transfer of technologies that contribute to carbon capture,  

 

XVI. Calls for the use of clean energy for electricity generation and fuel for industry and 

transport, the so-called renewable energy, especially wind energy, solar, water and 

wave energy, as a way to tackle climate change and achieve sustainable development 

in the Mediterranean, 

 

XVII. Calls for an open and sincere dialogue concerning the option of nuclear energy 

production in the Mediterranean, a controversial issue, taking into account, on one 

hand, that its use reduces the emissions of green house gases, but on the other hand, 

the cost of this technology and the problems and risks relating to its use, in particular 

as regards the security of production and the recycling of waste.  

 

 

On environmental migration 

 

 

XVIII. Calls for a debate on expanding the definition of political refugees incorporating 

climate refugees, so that forced migrants find a place in international agreements, 

 

XIX.  Supports adaptation and mitigation solutions as an instrument to tackle the root 

causes of forced migration due to climate change, 

 

XX. Calls for better communication and working relationship between all organizations 

that deal with human rights, environment and migration, 

 

XXI. Calls for the development of regional security scenarios and disaster response 

instruments, 

 

XXII. Stresses the need for monitoring processes and the provision of data, as part of 

comprehensive studies of current and future migratory movements, 

 

XXIII. Suggests sustainable development as an overall policy to address the impacts of 

climate change in the Mediterranean region as well as internationally. 


