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Mr. Chairman of the Committee on the Exercises of the Inalienable Rights of the 

Palestinian People, 

Distinguished representatives and delegates, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is an honour and a privilege for to address you all today, at such a high 

level and crucial conference, here in Geneva, the humanitarian centre of the United 

Nations and the international community at large.  

First, let me thank the organizers, the representatives of the Secretary-

General of the United Nations of Palestine, for offering such an opportunity to a 

representative of Mediterranean MPs to shed light on the plight of Palestinian 

political prisoners, an issue that needs international mobilization, as well as 

concrete actions, in order to be solved urgently.  

 On behalf on Hon. Nabih Berry, President of the Lebanese Parliament, I 

wish to stress that the political action by national and regional parliaments, through 
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their coordinated efforts, provide particular added value to international initiatives 

launched to change the status quo and reactivate a much needed dialogue between 

Israeli and Palestinian negotiators. Indeed, as a complementary tool to traditional 

governmental bilateral and multilateral relations, parliamentary diplomacy offers an 

effective diplomatic channel with innovative and concrete solutions to overcome 

the seemingly frozen current situation in the Middle-East. The issue of political 

prisoners can only benefit from a constructive and lasting dialogue. 

As many of you know, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 

(PAM) was born in 2006 in Amman as a result of a regional political process 

initiated within the Inter-Parliamentary Union in the late 1980, and known as the 

“Conference on Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean (CSCM)”.  

PAM’s effective actions on the regional and international scene led the 

United Nations to grant the Assembly with the Observer status at the United 

Nations General Assembly already in 2009.  

In close cooperation with the UN, PAM continue to focus its work on 

strategic issues for our region, such as the fight against terrorism and organized 

crime, the peace process in the Middle East in its regional dimension, assistance to 

countries in transition as result of the Arab Spring, and others geopolitical issues in 

sensitive regions, as well as on the sustainable development of social and economic 

conditions for the people of the Mediterranean. 

Providing our parliamentarians and representatives with an efficient 

framework, PAM operations and tools are designed to ensure the coherence of 

initiatives in favour of peace and dialogue in the Mediterranean countries and 

notably in the Middle-East. 
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I would like to draw your attention on the meaningful fact that within the 

PAM constituency, members are all on an equal footing. As a horizontal platform 

of parliamentary cooperation between the Mediterranean countries and with 

international organizations, PAM regularly brings Palestinians and Israelis together 

in the framework of a forum where open and frank discussion can take place 

enabling concrete proposals to emerge. The issue of political prisoners is at the 

forefront of PAM’s initiatives and communications. The present situation cannot 

last, it is illegal and we condemn it with no reserves. 

In this regard, PAM highly values each sign of good will and determination 

which is bringing us closer to our common goals. This is why President Berry and 

PAM support today’s meeting, which is set to look at the current situation and 

conditions of the illegal imprisonment of Palestinians MPs in Israeli prisons and 

detention facilities. Let’s see together what can and must be done to move forward, 

and how PAM can also help in improving further their situation by assuring to 

them the attention and support the need. 

PAM believes that it is imperative to respect the basic rights of individuals, 

minorities or communities and to ensure their fair enforcement for any peace 

process to succeed.  For that reason, I will propose to President Berry and PAM to 

use the recommendations and conclusions which will come out of this meeting, to 

create an additional opportunity for a structured and open political dialogue and 

concrete action, at the parliamentary level. 

PAM remains at the entire disposal of the UN in order to further support the 

efforts made by the international community, and both parties in the region, for the 

improvement of the situation and conditions of the Palestinian political prisoners 

until they are released and free. 
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Excellencies, please be assured that I’m determined to build upon President 

Berry’s and PAM commitment in the international and regional scene to promote 

the objectives of peace, prosperity and stability for the Mediterranean region and 

the citizens that we represent. And these objectives can only be reached by a just, 

comprehensive and lasting peace in the Middle-East, based on the respect of 

Human Rights and dignity. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 


