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Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean,  

 

a) Reaffirming its unequivocal condemnation of any forms of terrorism and terrorist 

attacks, regardless of whomever (individuals, organisations or states) committed, 

for whatever purposes, as it often results in the loss of innocent lives and 

constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security, 

b) Stressing that one of the main obstacles to effectively combat terrorism is the lack 

of agreed definition, at international level, of what terrorism is,  

c) Recalling, in that respect, its own resolution adopted in Istanbul on 23 October 

2010 which agreed upon a definition of terrorism “violence or the threat of 

violence, induced by political, ideological, religious or ethnic motives. Terrorist 

actions are carried out or designed to achieve maximum publicity, and to produce 

effects beyond the immediate damage to people, property and the environment. 

The methods used are extreme, destruction is ruthless, and the behavior is not 

constrained by the rules of war. The nature of violence is such so as to provoke 

fear and intimidation.”   

d) Considering the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and its Plan of Action  

(A/RES/60/288) adopted in 2006 as the most important instrument for global 

action against terrorism,  

e) Supporting the activities of the UN Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task 

Force established in 2009, along with other international and regional 

organizations, in facilitating and promoting coordination and coherence at 

national, regional and global levels in the fight against terrorism, 

f) Having regard to the conclusions of the Europol working group meeting on 

counter terrorism held in the Netherlands on 1
st
 July 2011, 

g) Concerned that revolutions in the Arab world may potentially create political 

vacuums that could present terrorist groups with new opportunities, but mindful 
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that the same revolutions in the Arab world are part of a transition process that 

will actually galvanize democratic processes constructing a natural barrier against 

terrorism and terrorist activities, 

 

h) Acknowledging the rapid and enormous change and sophistication of new 

technologies and the challenge as well as opportunities they represent to terrorist 

organisations and intelligence agencies alike,  

i) Convinced that countering terrorism requires a holistic approach that is achieved 

through active involvement of all segments of the society,  

j) Deeply convinced that democracy and democratization are the most effective 

tools in countering terrorism in addition to the appropriate security measures, 

k) Bearing in mind  that several factors, including poverty, political, economic and 

social injustices, ethnic, cultural, religious and racial discrimination and 

intolerance, foreign occupation and oppression, can lead to widespread 

frustrations that can be abused by organized crime networks and terrorist groups 

to radicalize the masses and to find support and recruitment; Emphasizes in that 

context the right of peoples to resist occupation and underlines the distinction 

between acts of resistance and acts of terrorism;  

 

Calls on PAM Member States: 

I. to ensure that practical steps are taken individually and collectively to prevent and 

combat terrorist threats, and to better coordinate with the United Nations system, 

including its Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, 

II. to make every effort to reach an agreement on and conclude a comprehensive 

convention on international terrorism, including by resolving the outstanding 

issues related to the legal definition and scope of the acts covered by the 

convention, so that it can serve as an effective instrument to counter terrorism, 

III. to ensure that national counter-terrorism strategies are debated in a transparent 

manner at all time, and periodically reviewed, in order to ensure accountability of 

all actors involved, 

IV. to ensure that Human intelligence (HUMINT) also plays a critical role in 

combating terrorist organizations, 

V. to ensure  respect for human rights in the fight against terrorism in accordance 

with international law, 

VI. to strengthen regional cooperation mechanisms, and in that respect to  support the 

establishment of an Intelligence agency/mechanism dedicated to the 

Mediterranean (MEDPOL) in order to draw up an Action plan for the 

Mediterranean, and to cooperate with all national agencies of the region as well as 

EUROPOL and INTERPOL in accordance with national and international law,  
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VII. to ensure, as much as possible, effective coordination of all actors involved in 

the fight against terrorism at national level, as well as to ensure that long-term 

social, and economic policies address the concerns of those segments of the 

population who could be sympathetic to the discourse of terrorist organizations, 

VIII. to conduct scientific research in order to better support all actors involved in 

planning and implementing counter-terrorism strategies. 


