
 
 

Arthur Miller’s  

THE CRUCIBLE 
 

Directed by Sean Buhagiar 
 

AUDITION PACK 
Auditions 
 

Auditions will be held on Friday 1st (from 6pm) and Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd December 2017 
(10am to 5pm) at Teatru Manoel.  
 
To audition: 

1. send your CV and headshot to info@teatrumanoel.com.mt by 5pm on Wednesday 29th 
November 2017  

2. state which role/s you would like to audition for  
3. include a preferred date and time to audition. We will do our best to accommodate. 

 
 
Rehearsal & Performance Dates  
 
Rehearsals begin on the 26th of March 2018; Rehearsals will be at Teatru Manoel.  
The performances run from the 16th of May 2018 to the 20th of May 2018 at Teatru Manoel.  
 

 
Compensation & Contract Details 
 
These will be individually negotiated with Teatru Manoel.   

mailto:info@teatrumanoel.com.mt


Roles, Descriptions & Requirements 

 
Elizabeth Proctor  
Female, 35 - 45 
John Proctor’s wife. Like her husband, she holds strong moral values and is considered an 
extremely honest woman. Because of Abigail Williams’ jealousy and desire for revenge she is 
accused of being a witch and faces trial. Her husband tries to support her by demonstrating her 
good character to the court but his quest fails.  
 
John Proctor  
Male, 35 - 45 
A farmer who is married to Elizabeth Proctor. John is a proud and generally upstanding gentleman 

in the community. However, he carries a secret which has devastating consequences – whilst 
Abigail Williams was a servant in his house a brief affair took place – which his wife found out 
about and fired her. Abigail’s jealousy for Elizabeth leads her to become one of the accused.  
 
Abigail Williams  
Female, 16 - 25 
The niece of Reverend Parris; an orphan and unmarried. At the beginning of the play she is living 
with Reverend Parris but she had previously been a servant for Elizabeth and John Proctor. Whilst 
working for them she had an affair with John Proctor, which Elizabeth discovered and 
subsequently fired her. Abigail is key to the witch-trials, as her and her allies are key in giving 
information about suspected witches – one of whom is Elizabeth. She is driven by revenge, 
jealousy and power and is cunning and manipulative but she is also deeply in love with John 
Proctor and in a precarious social position as a young orphaned woman who’s had an affair with a 
married man.  
 
Mary Warren  
Female, 16 - 20 
A servant to the Proctors. She is a timid, impressionable girl who gets wrapped up in the mass 
hysteria and was part of the group of girls who were dancing in the forest with Abigail. She 
becomes part of the court in the witch trial and on John Proctor’s insistence testifies against Abigail 

in court, however she doesn’t manage to go through with it for fear of being accused of witchcraft 
herself.  
 
Mercy Lewis  
Female, 18 – 20, Full Body Nudity, Physically fit.  

A servant to the Putman’s and friend of Abigail. She supports Abigail’s accusations throughout 
and when Abigail flees the town she goes with her.  
 
 
 
 



Tituba  
Female* 25 – 40, African American Ethnicity, Partial Nudity 
Reverend Parris’s slave from Barbados. She is with the girls in the forest and reportedly performs 
black magic (on Abigail’s request) to conjure up the dead spirits of Ann Putman’s children.  
 
*The Director will also consider Male actors for this role.  
 
Betty Parris  
Female, 16 – 20, Physically fit 
Reverend Parris’s young daughter. She falls ill after Abigail and the girls are caught dancing in the 
forest with Tituba. Her sickness results in the o set of the witch trials.  
 
Reverend Samuel Parris  
Male, 40-49 
The minister of Salem’s church. He’s power hungry and disliked by many of the community. He is 
keen to exert his authority and build his position within the town. His actions are determined by a 
desire to uphold his reputation.  
 
Ezekiel Cheever  
Male, 30 – 49 
The clerk of the court during the witch trials. It is his job to arrest those who have been issued with 
a warrant.  
 
Giles Corey  
Male, 50 – 80, Comic Flair 
An older man and friend of John Proctor. His mention of his wife’s interest in reading leads her to 
being one of the accused. He immediately tries to overturn this but is unsuccessful in his quest. 
His actions lead to him being charged with ‘contempt of court,’ and he subsequently suffers a 
painful death – being pressed to death with large stones.  
 
Martha Corey  
Giles Corey’s wife. Martha’s reading habits lead her to be arrested and convicted for witchcraft. 
When tried she refuses to confess.  
 
Judge Danforth  
Male, 50 - 70 

The deputy governor of Massachusetts, he is overseeing the witchcraft trials. He considers 
himself to be a fair and level-headed man who is being guided by God.  
 
Reverend John Hale  
Male, 40-50 
A young minister. As a reputed expert on witchcraft he is called to Salem to examine Betty Parris 
when she falls ill. Throughout the play we see his confidence in his belief and ability begin to falter 
as the trial spirals out of control.  



Judge Hawthorne  
Male, 40-49 
A second judge who oversees the witch trials alongside Judge Danforth. He is confident and 
resolute; he believes strongly in his own authority and importance; Hawthorne is wilfully 
ignorant to any dissent voiced by the community. 
 
Herrick  
Male, 30-45 
A marshal of Salem. It is his job to oversee the accused.  
 
Francis Nurse  
Male, 65 - 79 

A wealthy and well-respected man within the town. When his wife is accused of witchcraft he 
adamantly denies it and tries his best to have the case over-turned. Friend of John Proctor.  
 
Rebecca Nurse  
Female, 50 - 79 

Francis Nurse’s wife. She is a religious, kind and gentle older woman who is well respected within 

the town. She is accused by the Putman’s of witchcraft after being involved in the delivery of Ann 
Putman’s children – seven of whom were stillborn, for which Ann believes there must be a 
paranormal reason involved. She refuses to confess.  
 
Ann Putnam  
Female, 40 - 49 

Thomas Putnam’s wife. She is an angry and mentally unstable woman who has lost seven of her 
eight children. She is convinced that there must be a paranormal reason for this and blames 
Rebecca Nurse – who was present at the births – for their deaths.  
 
Thomas Putnam  
Male, 40 - 59 
A wealthy, influential citizen of Salem, Putnam holds a grudge against Francis Nurse for preventing 
Putnam’s brother-in-law from being elected to the office of minister. He uses the witch trials to 
increase his own wealth by accusing people of witchcraft and then buying up their land.  
 

  



AUDITION PIECES 
 
Please Choose ONE for auditions. The parts should be memorized. There will be script assistance. 
You may be asked to read other lines.  
 
If you are auditioning for a role that is not listed below, please choose and learn one of the 
following pieces of a character of the same gender that is closest in age. 

 

 
MARY WARREN  
I never knew it before. I never knew anything before. When she come into the court I say to 
myself, I must not accuse this woman, for she sleep in ditches, and so very old and poor. But 
then - then she sit there, denying and denying, and I feel a misty coldness climbin’ up my back, 
and the skin on my skull begin to creep, and I feel a clamp around my neck and I cannot breath 
air; and then - entranced - I hear a voice, a screamin’ voice, and it were my voice - and all at once 
I remembered everything she done to me!  
 
So many time, Mister Proctor, she come to this very door beggin’ bread and cider - and mark this 
- whenever I turned her away empty, she mumbled. 
 
But what does she mumble? You must remember, Goody Proctor. Last month - a Monday, I think 
- she walked away and I though my guts would burst for two days after. Do you remember it?  
 

 
ELIZABETH PROCTOR  
Spoke or silent, a promise is surely made. And she may dote on it now---I am sure she does—and 
thinks to kill me, then to take my place. 
 
It is her dearest hope, John, I know it. There be a thousand names, why does she call mine? 
There be a certain danger in calling such a name - I am no Goody Good that sleeps in ditches, nor 
Osburn drunk and half- witted. She’d dare not call out such a farmer’s wife but there be 
monstrous profit in it. She thinks to take my place, John.  
 
John, have you ever shown her somewhat of contempt? She cannot pass you in the church but 
you will blush. I think she sees another meaning in that blush.  
 
I think you be somewhat ashamed, for I am there, and she so close. Go and tell her she’s a 
whore. Whatever promise she may sense break it, John. Break it. 
 

 
 
 



ABIGAIL WILLIAMS 
Why, you taught me goodness, therefore you are good. It were a fire you walked me through, 
and all my ignorance was burned away. It were a fire, John, we lay in fire. And from that night no 
woman dare call me wicked any more but I knew my answer. I used to weep for my sins when 
the wind lifted up my skirts; and blushed for shame because some old Rebecca called me loose. 
And then you burned my ignorance away. As bare as some December tree I saw them all---
walking like saints to church, running to feed the sick, and hypocrites in their hearts! And God 
gave me strength to call them liars, and God made men to listen to me, and by God I will scrub 
the world clean for the love of Him! Oh John, I will make you such a wife when the world is white 
again! You will be amazed to see me every day, a light of heaven in your house, a - Why are you 
cold? 
 

 
TITUBA  
He say Mr. Parris must be kill! Mr. Parris no goodly man, Mr. Parris mean man and no gentle 
man, and he bid me rise out of my bed and cut your throat! But I tell him ‘No! I don’t hate that 
man. I don’t want kill that man. But he say, ‘Tou work for me, Tituba, and I make you free! I give 
you pretty dress to wear, and put you way high up in the air, and you gone fly back to Barbados!’ 
And I say, ‘You lie, Devil, you lie!’ And then he come one stormy night to me, and he say, ‘Look! I 
have white people belong to me.’ And I look - and there was Goody Good.  
 

 
REV. JOHN HALE  
Proctor, I cannot think God be provoked so grandly by such a petty cause. The jails are packed, 
our greatest judges sit in Salem now - and hangin’s promised. Man, we must look to cause 
proportionate. Were there murder done, perhaps, and never brought to light? Abomination? 
Some secret blasphemy that stinks to heaven? Think on cause, man, and let you help me to 
discover it. For there’s your way, believe it, there is your only way, when such confusion strikes 
upon the world. Let you counsel among yourselves; think on your village and what may have 
drawn from heaven such thundering wrath upon you all. I shall pray to God open up our eyes.  
 

 
  



JUDGE DANFORTH  
Mister Hale, believe me; for a man of such terrible learning you are most bewildered - I hope you 
will forgive me. I have been thirty-two year at the bar, sire, and I should be confounded were I 
called upon to defend these people. Let you consider, now, and I bid you all do likewise:-- in an 
ordinary crime, how does one defend these people? Let you consider, now--- and I bid you all do 
likewise. In an ordinary crime, how does one defend the accused? One calls up witnesses to 
prove his innocence. But witchcraft is ipso facto, on its face and by its nature, an invisible crime, 
is it not? Therefore, who may possibly be witness to it? The witch and the victim. None other. 
Now we cannot hope the witch will accuse herself; granted? Therefore, we must rely upon her 
victims - and they do testify, the children certainly do testify. As for the witches, none will deny 
that we are most eager for their confessions. Therefore, what is left for a lawyer to bring out? I 
think I have made my point. Have I not?  
 

 
REV. SAMUEL PARIS  
I saw it! Now tell me true, Abigail. Now my ministry’s at stake; my ministry and perhaps your 
cousin’s life. Whatever abomination you have done, give me all of it now, for I dare not be taken 
unaware when I go before them down there.   
 
Abigail, I have fought here three long years to bend these stiff-necked people to me, and now, 
just now when there must be some good respect for me in the parish, you compromise my very 
character. I have given you a home, child, I have put clothes upon your back - now give me 
upright answer. Your name in the town - it is entirely white, is it not?  
 
Abigail, is there any other cause than you have told me, for your being discharged from Goody 
Proctor’s service? I have heard it said, and I tell you as I heard it, that she comes so rarely to the 
church this year for she will not sit so close to something soiled. What signified that remark? 
 

 
JOHN PROCTOR 
In the proper place - where my beasts are bedded. On the last night of my joy, some eight 
months past. She used to serve me in my house, sir. A man may think God sleeps, but God sees 
everything. I know it now. I beg you, sir, I beg you - see her what she is. My wife, my dear good 
wife took this girl soon after, sir, and put her out on the highroad. And being what she is, a lump 
of vanity, sir – (he is being overcome.) 
 
Excellency, forgive me, forgive me. She thinks to dance with me on my wife’s grave! And well she 
might, for I thought of her softly. God help me, I lusted, and there is a promise in such sweat! But 
it is a whore’s vengeance, and you must see it; I set myself entirely in your hands. I know you 
must see it now.  
 

 


